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HER GRACE 


| The Ducheſs of Bedford... 


Moy: i pleaſe your Graces 121 


AM aware of the ſurprize you: 
1 muſt be in at ſeeing a work ad- 
1 dreſſed to you, without your con- 
ſent, without your knowledge, or = 
perhaps your having ever heard of 
the hag. which. 1 here preſent, you!” 
with. EE 


All writers propoſe doing „ 
to their works, by dedicating them 
to ſome great perſonage; no one can 
have this motive more in view 
than. I, when I take the liberty of 
addreſſing this volume to your Grace. 
But though I am certain that your 
patronage, like the. ſtamp on. coin, 
| 2 f will 
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will at once over; it current, and 
cover its allay, I frankly confeſs that 


I am actuated by ſome other induce- 
ments; the firſt and ſtrongeſt of 


which is, the pride and oleaſiire I am 


ſenſible of, in proclaiming the ſincere 


gratitude and high _— I owe to 
5 the Ducheſs of Bedford. _ 


I preſent you, Madan; with the 


produce of my leiſure, as the antients 


were wont to bequeath their unpor- 


| tioned orphans to the nodleſt and 


moſt generous of their patrons; and 
a5 your Grace's charater has a'reedy | 
ALON you poliebzd of ter other 


excellencies, I will not doubt your 


kind adoption of this little found- 


ling, ſent into the world without a 


name, or any merit but what it r 


be intitled to from Your's, 


Another 


DEDICATION. „ 


Another reaſon for ſtealing this ad- 


dàtreſs upon you was, that if I had 


been prevented from preſenting this 


bock to your Grace, I ſhould have 
loſt the advantage of the juſtification 


which I promiſe myſelf, upon pub- 
liſhing this work ; as the world may 


be well aſſured I do not imagine there 


is any thing in theſe writings that can 


= offend the moſt reſerved ear, when 1 
venture to preſent them firſt to a per- 


ſon whoſe character and ſtation ſo 


juſtly intitle her to the higheſt and 
| niceſt reſpect. 


As I tremble at the apprehenſion 
of appearing in print without a maſk, 
I ſhall not ſubſcribe my name to this 


| addreſs, and am very certain that 1 

may ſtill remain concealed amidſt a 
crowd, tho' I confeſs myſelf to be one 
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vi DEDICATION. 
of thoſe, to whom your Grace's ge- 
neroſity and benevolence have given 
juſt reaſon of declaring themſelves, 


as I have the honour of * at pen 
ſent, 


. 
ne N 
Read my IS. 
* Pd 4 * » % 8 q 
3 ONES . 


May it pleaſe your GR ACE 
Your GR ace's much obliged, 
moſt grateful, moſt humble, . 
and obedient Servant, 


The TRANSLATOR, 


T Mee. IDIOT 
Upon reading this Vers: 


I yy Ninon' s ſpirit kindles alt love's fre 
Thy moral chaſtens every looſe deſire, . 
Thy regulated paſſion, void of blame, | 


Warms without ſcorching, like the veſtal flame, 
I trembled for you as I read along, 

But found your reaſon cool, your virtue firong : - 5 
With ſuch addreſs the dangerous theme you treat, 
As muſt the libertine's free hopes defeat: 

Thy wit the aſbeſto's property obtains, | 

| Which from the hotteſt fire a pureneſs gains. , 
Like Emma's too, thy chaſtity appears, 

Who fang d unhurt, amidſt the burning ſharts.... 
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INTRODUCTION. 


N 2 weekly paper, lately publiſhed, 
ſliled Tus WorLD, (Numb. 28) I 


3 met with the following extraordinary paſ- 
age. Speaking of the famous Ninon de 
r Enclos, he ſays, © It was in her fifty- 
1 “ ſixth year, that the Chevalier de Vil- 
( liers, a natural ſon whom ſhe had by 


c the Count de Gerze, arrived at e. 
from the provinces, where he had + 


* educated without any knowledge of his 
« real parents. He ſaw his mother—He 5 
* fell in love with her. The increaſe, the 


« ychernence of his paſſion, gave the grea- 


3 diſquiet to the affectionate matron. 


« At laſt, when nothing but a diſcovery of 


te the ſecret could put a ſtop to the impetu- 


« ofity of his attempts, ſhe carried him into 


eher bed-chamber, and pointing to a 
© clock, cried, Raſh youth, look there] at 


6 985 hour, Foo and Froenty years ag ,T 


"Y al | 
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+ was delivered of you in this very bed | It is 

© a certain fact, that the unfortunate, a- 
baſned young man, flew into the gar- 
6c den, and fell upon his ſword. 


This cataſtrophe had like to have * "ys 
. prived the age of the moſt accompliſned 
ee miſtreſs that ever adorned the Cytherean 
« annals. It was above twenty years be- 
e fore the afflicted mother would liſten to 
« any. addreſſes of a tender nature. At. 
e length, the polite Abbe de Gedoine . 
© preſſed and obtained an aſſignation.. 
He came, and found the enchanting 
Ninon reclining on a couch, like the 
&« Grandmother of the Loves, in. the moſt. 
galant deſhabille. He aſked her, but 
with the greateſt air of reſpect, why ſhe. 
“had ſo. long deferred the completion of. 
his happineſs? 1 muſt confeſs, replied... 
* ſhe, it proceeded; from. a remain, of va- 
<« nity :. I piqued: myſelf. upon having a. 
lover at fourſcore, and it was but fte | 


day ue I was: eighty compleat,” . Th 
MP IS: 


1 1NTRODU CTION.. x IE 


This extract naturally raiſed my curio- 


ſity to inquire a little farther after ſo extra- 


ordinary a woman; ; and I found out that 


ſhe lived in the reign of Lewis the four- 
1 teenth, and held a correſpondence with 
Monſieur de Saint Evremond, during his 
* exile in England. Some of her letters are 


among his works, and others [| have met 


with lſewhere'; both of which I here 
- preſent the reader with; and ſhall add 


St. Evremond's letters in -this correſpon- 


dence, as they may ſerve to illuſtrate- hers, 


and will prove am additional entertainment 


| deo che public. + 


But firſt, 1 mn wi a: hint, that if 
any one ſhould take the trouble of com- 


| paring theſe pages with the original ones, 
they may, perhaps, diſcover a method of 
tranflating, quite new; about which I beg 


to have the opinion of the Lizerati. Chance 


or neceſſity have ſometimes produced good 
-things3 among which, very poſſibly, this 


may 
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may happen to be one; that not being 
perfect miſtreſs of the French idiom, I was 
_ obliged to read the letters frequently over, 
in order to catch the ſpirit of the writers; 
which J have endeavoured to convey to the 
readers, in fuch a free manner as one tells 
a ſtory, or repeats a converſation ; by imi- 
tating the humour, or expreſſing the ſenti- 
ment, though not in the ſame literal way 
they received it. | | 


— 


Need I wake any MOVES for kava 

out paſſages, that I did not think would 
entertain; or for bringing two ſentences 
together, which were ſeparate in the origi- 
nal, when I imagined they might reflect 
mutual light on each other, oy being Joined 
"20 11 ſame Pape . 


N © Charlewal i is 1 dead; 
at which I am ſo much afflic- 


ted, that I endeavour to- conſole myſelf 


by conſidering the part you will take in 


my grief. I viſited him every. day: his 


1 had all the charms of youth, and 


his heart every tenderneſs and goodneſs 


that could be requiſite in a — friend. 
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Fe often ſpoke of you, and of all the 
original. wits of our time. His. life, and 
that I lead at preſent, | had a great deal of ; 
refemblance. In fine, ſuch aloſs 1 is worſe 
than death itſelf, | 


1 . Ep 
Pray let me hear m you. 1 am as 
much concerned about your welfare at 
London, as if you were ſtill at Paris. Old 
friends have charms, which are never ſo 
well . as when we are ö deprived of 
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Adieu 
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WAS alone in my apartment, and 

quite tired with reading, when a ſer- 
vant came and told me there was a gentle- 
man below, who came from Monſieur de 
St. Evremond. Jou may conclude that 
all my wearineſs was immediately ſhaken 
ER 7: os 
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NIN ON av» Sr. EVREMOND. 3 


olf; 1 had the pleaſure of talking of you. 
and was thereby informed of little parti- 


culars, that. letters. cannot ſo well acquaint 
us with. He gave me an account of your 
perfect health, and the manner of your 
ſpending your time. The livelineſs of your 
wit ſhews the effect of both; and your let” 
ters flatter me that, England. has. forty years. 
more of life in ſtore for you. I think it is 
there only, that they ſpeak of people who 
have outlived the age of man. I could 
have wiſhed to paſs the remainder of my 


life with you; and had you thought as 1 


do, you would have been in this country 


ere now a. However, it is very agreeable 


to recollect thoſe perſons we have loved; 


and DRONE? this ſeparations of our per- 


2 b a 


e * . P k 4 8 14 
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1 He had been baniſhed Mon France's on account 
$ of an humourous ſatire he had written againſt Car- 

_ dinal Mazarin. After the death of the Cardinal he . 
| had leave to return, but declined i it. 


8 LETTERS BETWEEN | 


ſons _ hen, made ws embelliſh _ . 
. with your young divine had found me” 
in the glory of Niquie,* where people never 
ſuffer any change; for I believe you think 
me one of the perſons inchanted in it. 
Do not alter your opinion in this matter, 
which has been always favourable to me, 
and let this kind of intercourſe, that ſome 
philoſophers think better than preſence, | 
continue to our life's 80 end. . 


5 18 told ahi Abbe Pareain, a: L 
ſhould be pleaſed to do him any/ manner 
of ſervice. He has already become ac- 
quainted with ſome of my friends here, 
* have __ * * the cha- 
#00} 7855 racter 
v She means s that 4 Iain and potter of 
her friendſhip for St, Evremond,' might be num 
bered among the merits of her slegy. He ſays" as 


much bimſelf, in the laſt Paragraph * "ane 
Letter following. 


© See Amadis de Gaul. 
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racter you have given him. If he has a 
mind to converſe with the honeſt abbots, 
who remain here in the abſenee of the 


court, he ſhall be received as a man whom 


you eſteem. I read your letter before him 
with ſpectacles on; but they do not ill 


decome me, for I had always a grave mien, 
lf he is enamoured of that ſort of merit, 


that is here ſtiled diſtinguiſbed, perhaps your 
wiſh may be accompliſhed ; for they en- 


deavour to comfort me every day, for my 


loſſes, by this Aartering expreſſion r 


Los ihn It Fontaine in England we : 
have but little of his company at Paris. 


His underſtanding is much impaired. 
5 This is the fate of poets.. Lucretius and 
f Taſſo were Spies of i it. 1believe how- 


ever, that there has not been any phileres 
given to him, for he had not much com- 


merce with women who could afford the 
expence | of them. 2 1 Adieu. 
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EVREMOND. 


T 1 Turetin is 3 5 
obliged to me for introducing him 


to your acquaintance; and 1 am alſo obli- 


ged to him for giving occaſion to the 


: agreeable letter L have Jute el From 


* te 1 
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1 9 not donbt but Be found you wich. 


the fame eyes that T formerly ſo much ad- 
mired,in- you; thoſe. eyes by which Icould 
always perceive the conqueſt of 4 new 


lover, when they uf 9 to 0 w en 


3 1 4 | 


a are an the TL, to me; 3 and 


though time, that ravager of all thing g, 
ſhould have exerted its utmoſt effort to 
* demoliſh your beauty, my imagination 
8 will lays 2 the glory Y Nigute to 


> & 7 F 


; your eyes and teeth, you have 1 no o occafion 
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for it. What you ſtand moſt in need of in 
my judgment, is to comprehend tho- 
© roughly the advantages of your fenſe and 
apprehenſion, which ſeem to improve 
every Day. In ſhort, you have at preſent 
more wit and vivacity, than even the young 


_ and fprightly Ninon ever had. 
Adieu. 


FF 
gr. E V R E M ON D. 


E received your ſecond Jetter: : it is 
obliging, agrecable, and full of wit. 
I perceive in it at once, the humour of 
N. inon, and the good ſenſe of Madame de 
L' Enclos. I know how the former lived, 
and I learn from you after what manner 


| the other paſſes her time. Every thing 
contributes to make me regret the happy 
| days I Have enjoyed i in your company, and. 

? to deſire, in vain, to behold you once 
| more! FI have not 3 enough to tranſ- 
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port myſelf over to France, and you have 
ages there, which will prevent you 
from coming to England. The Dutcheſs 
of Bouĩllon can inform you that England 
has its charms; and I ſhould be ungrate- 
ful myſelf, if I did not acknowledge that! 
had met with. ene and n in it. 


1 am glad to bear that the Count de 
Grammont has recovered his former health, 
and acquired a new devotion, Hitherto 1 
have been contented with being a good ſort. 
of a plain, honeſt man; but I muſt do 
_ "fomething more now, and only wait for 
your example to become godly. You live 
in a country where people have extraordi- 
nary advantages toward ſaving their ſouls. 
There, vice is almoſt as much againſt the 
faſhion, as againſt virtue: ſinning paſſes 
for ill- breeding; ſhocks decency, and of- 
fends good manners, as much as religion. 
5 . ir ſufficed & to be wicked, But 
0 


3 


1 
; 
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it prefent one muſt be a ſboundrel, to be 
datined in France. They who have not 


regard endugh for another life, ate led 


| to ſalvation by by conſiderations and du. 
| ties of this," 1255 | 


But ale a5 a naſe in which 
the converſation of the Count de Gram- 


mont has engaged me. I believe it to be 


an” It vel! Henne a man 


ey 40 d. 
1 3 5 5 Who 
n K "A PTE was the eridlan of. 


Madame de Mainteton's power: who by her fingle 
virtue; through her influence! over Lewis the Fonr= 


teenth, reclaimed a debauched monarch, and a li- 


eentious court, _ This paſſag e in St. Evremond, is a 


molt aUmirable deſcription of chat happy ſtate of 


öh aud manners to nich the powerful example 
of efowned ends may reform a nation! I fhall not 
diſpute n Politice,; the preference of monarchy over 


other forms of government; but in Virtus, its advan- 
tages are as much ſuperior, as example is to precept. 
Or, Higher fill, as the goſpel to philoſophy. . Be 


44 wiſe now therefore, O ye kings! Be learned, ye 
mM chat are © judges of the earth,” Pſalms, | 
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who is is no longer young, to forget. that he 


* I could | never yet arrive at. 5 On che con- 
trary, from the remembrance: of my 
younger years, and recollection of paſt vs 
vacity, I endeavour to animate and rouſe 


up the fuggiſhnels;of age. 4000 oft 


What I find moſt to be regretted a at Wy 
period, is, that hope 18 fled! Tipe, the | 
ſweeteſt paſſion of the ſoul, and which o 
Eindly ſupplies the abſebce of every * | 
enjoyment of life! What renders me moſt 
_ uneaſy at preſent. is,my,deſpairing ever to 
ſee you again. E. muſt compound then, 
for the pleaſure of writing to yò u ſome- 
times, in order to Keep up A friendſhip that 

has yet withſtood length. of t time, diſtance 
of place, and the uſual coldneſs of old age. 
This laſt expreſſion alludes to myſelf only p 

for nature will begin with you, to ew 
chat it is e not to 1 — A. lt 3 


: * — 


IN AND sr. EVREMOND. | TE 
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r Laan with! pleaſure chat my foul is 
. dearer to you than my body; and that 


| | your good ſenſe leads you always to whats 
"WT be. In truth, the latter deſerves no-far- 
tber regard; but, the former has yet ſome 
glimmering lüght that ſupports, and 


touches it ſenſibly, at the remembrance 


of friend, whole lineaments, ner has 


not been able to elface; 1017 


"J often bell old dor in mich Man- 
fieur d' Elbene, de Charleval, and the Che- 
valier de Riviere, have done honour to the 
moderns. Tou are alſo ſpoken of with ads 
vantage upon theſe occaſions; but I am 
| filent on this head, before the members of 45 
the French 5 who. ye eee 


for the n. er sft e TDs 
25 3 15 1 


There was a curious ; criticifin how that time, a- 
mong the Literati of France, whether the antients or_ 
| ; moderns 
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I hear of a prologue ſet to muſic, which 
1 long to fee performed upon our theatre. 
The beauty, whois the ſubject of it, would 
raiſe the envy; of the whole andience. All 
our Helens have not the fortune to be ce - 
lebrated by a Homer, and ranked among 
the goddeſſes of beauty. I have now got 
very high. How ſhalt deſcend again? 
My dear Friend, ought. we not to ſuffer 
me heart to ſpeak its on language? The 
PDutcheſs of Bouillon lnolłs as if ſhe was but 
eighteen: the ſpring of beauty runs through 
| the ou woe Marins. l 


3 Now 


I twp ene Poste. 
nelle wrote an Eflay on this ſubjett, replete withwiv | 
and good ſenſe. He determines, like a, true philaſo- 
yer, kbar nature has been always fayourable in ber 
productions? conſequently, the capacities of man- 
kind at all times the fame. He humonroufly aſks 
the-Faufors of Antiquity,. whether the trees were taller 
In thoſe days, than at preſent N | 


She Tpeaks this in oppoſition to. Eguratve or. 
n manners of * ; 


- 
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ſons, who are capable of raifing any ſort 
of emotion in a heart ſo old as mine. As 
there has always been a great reſemblance 
between our taſtes, humours, and fend · 


| bis win ſatisfaction, "OI 
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Now our kings are friends, would you 


not do well to take a trip hither ? This 
would be to me the greateſt bleſſing of che 


peace. Adieu, and be aſſured that 1 Rl | 
love you more. an than, 1 1 5 


8 'EVREMON D. 


mitt a 8 9 pleaſure i in 5 | 
young, handſome and blooming per- 


ments, I think you will nor be diſpleaſed 
to ſee a young nobleman who has had the 
merit and addreſs of rendering himſelf a- 
grerable to all the ladies on our fide of the 
water. I have therefore deſited the Diike 
of Se. Albar's to vifit you, as much for 


Pray 
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Pray let me know how our old friend 
de Gourville does; and prithee, uſe your 
intereſt with him to ſend me ſome good 
wine. I lodge with Monſieur de PHermi-. 
tage, one of his relations, a very honeſt. 
man, who fled hither, on account of- reli- 
gion. It was unlucky for him that the 
conſciences of the French catholies would 
not ſuffer him to ſtay in his ow] country, 
or that the ſerupulouſneſs of his own, ob- 
bged him to leave it. -He certainly. de- 
feryes the eſtcem of his couſin, e 


IF there come over with Mareſchaf Tal- 
| ne any of your friends, of the merit of 
our time, to whom I oan render any man- 

ner of ſervice, 1 pray your nnen en 


5 ” The Counteſs of Sa is. going. 5 
N France, for her health. The late Earl of 
| Rocheſter, her father, had more wit than 
any man in England: ſhe has more wit 
than her r father,. as much generolity : as wit, 
and 


* 4 
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and is every « other way as amiable. as the i is 
| liberal and ingenjovs.” ei 20% bigzdoved 


Doctor Morelli my particular friend, 


accompanies her. Prithee facilitate his ac- 
quaintance with all your celebrated Genii⸗ 


If he has yours, I eſteem him ſufficiently 
happy. vou cannot introduce him to any 
r. ſo fingular a merit as yourfelf. 
e of 41% % 4 „ ee 
| 1 4 thin chat Epicurus daade sche part of 


his chief good to conſiſt in the remembrance 
of Ap? oy: ere is NO me Howes 


F 


2 Here gt. 1 l enters into a long detail of 
þ | the Doctor * character; but as it had no relatibn w | 


this correſpondence, 1 have Hooght Proper 170 1 leave 
8 out the" paſſage. on 


WO fen YI «©: "a 30 1 49 gong 19010 
| 5 He ſpeaks Sguratvely: as he. was. then | near 
ninety,” : 


ERS BETWEEN | 


that of remembering you, and alf that 1 
have heard you ſay, is one of my greateft. 


Irie à great many things that you Silt 
net much attend to; nor do f really con- 
ider whether they may be tedious to you, 
or no. Tis enough that 1 amuſe myſelf 


at this age. I have not the preſumption 
to imagine I can be ca of pleafing 
others. My ſole merit is to be able to con- 
tent myſelf; and I am very happy in being 
Rill capable of doing fo, by writing to you. 
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ſight of 4 young man would be a. 
Sete to me? You judge, Tfupp ofe, 0 
other people's ſentiments by your own : 
but, I have forgot every thing now, ex- 

cept 
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it cept my friends, and if the title of 'Dotrer, 
had not given me courage, your Engliſh | 
folks ſhould never have heard a word from 


My potter told them I was not at home, 
and took your letter, which gave me as 
much pleaſure as any I had ever received 
from you. How deſirous you are of having 
good wine, and how unhappy am I that 
cannot aceo ate you! Monſieur de 
as Hermitage could tell you as well as I, 
u. tbat de Gourville does not ſtir out of his 
* chamber. He is pretty much indifferent 
8 about all manner of taſtes. A good friend 
ſtill: but people never think of employ ing 
him, for fear of giving him trouble. How- 
ever, if upon any opportunity that I do 
11 not foreſee, I can uſe my addreſs for the 
of wine, you may depend upon me. 


_ Mareſchal Tallard was formerly one e of 
pt my friends; but great affairs make great 
men 
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men negligent of things that are uſeleſs to 

them. I am told that the Abbe du Bois 
will go over with him: he is a little, lively 
man, that I fancy will pleaſe your 


af have twenty of your letters in my poſ- 


4 ſeflon. They are read here with great ap- 


; plauſe. | You ſee that a good taſte is not 
quite extinct in France. I was charmed at 
that part of your laſt, where you are not 
much concerned about being tireſome; and 
in truth, you are wiſe if you are hencefor- 
ward only concerned about yourſelf, Not 

: but that the opinion is falſe, with regard 
to you,” ©, That you are no longer _— 
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TOUR life, my dear friend, has dern 
too illuſtrious not to be continued 
nor, to the end. Let not La Roche- 


. aucaultts bell alarm you.s It was a 
i premeditated one, that he wanted to make 
ta ſentiment of. Pronounce then, the word 
be Love, boldly; 4 but never ſuffer that of Old 
: Ape, to flip out o of your lips. There, is ſo 


much ſpirit in your letter, that there is 
not the teat r room to ima gine you even at 
the beginning of a "De What in- 
gratitude” then, to become aſhamed of 
that charming -paſſion, to which you are 
indebted, both for your merit and your 


a pleaſures ? Acknowledge all your paſſions, 
l to give the: full merit to al! your virtues, 
However, you hands cath] dot one 

half af your ne eee can be 

5 94 | N better 


He Riled Old Ae the hell of women. 
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better than that part which relates to your 
friends: nothing more flat than what re- 
gards your lovers. I ſhall draw your pic- 
ture at full length, in a few lines; and 
pleaſe to accept it here, framed out of all 
the e that ren eicher ve; or ever 
did poſſeſs. 1 no 5 


Fickle in love, in 0 friend: im e | 


Love has her tranſports z friendſhip virtues, rare: 
Indulgent Nature has to Ninon given 1 
Two characters, befitting Earth or nene, 


Epicurean taſte to revel here, | W 
And Cato's virtues to inſure her there, „ 
| 82 bs 132 
* 85 g Adieu. 


7 V > 4 & N 
. N I 


: b The French verſte contain dir Ker z bot 


b there is but one thought in em ſpan ont ” 
repetitions, I have only trandlated: the fix laſt, i 


which the whole ſpirit of the Epigram conſiſts. 


The Sterling Bullion of one Eoglith live, 8 | j 


Drawn to French wife, * "I whole” - 
 Piges ſhine, > | 35 Pore. 


\ 


n aun So. ETURITOWD. . 


sr. E v * E M 0 N D. 


F Hava ** enquiring after ow. 
from all the world, for theſe twelve 
months paſt, and could got receive any 
manner of information. At length, Mon- 
ſieur de la Baſtide gave me ſome account 
of you, He ſays that you are well, and 
that tho' you have not now ſo many lovers, 
as formerly, you ſeem perfectly contented 
with. OR ee acuat nen, of 
friends. 


if The improbabiicy of this laſt nk 
but makes me doubt the truth of the former. 
-by vou were born to love all the days af 
in your life. There is a reſemblance between 
| lovers. and gameſters: M boever has loved, 
will always dove. If 1 had been told thar 
you had become devout, I might have 


believed it; for this is paſſing, from a 
ST: human 


95 
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W pſſion, to a divine one; tis till 
ſupplying employment for the ſoul; but 
not to love, is à kind of annihilation; j 
which can never ſuit with the e 
| frame of your mind.” Thos 


30 4 5 


11 bez you will inform me of your 


health, your temper and your occupations; 

and this in a very long letter, that muſt 
contain but little { morality, and a great 
deal of affection for your old friend. As 
for news, relating to peace or war, I'aſk 
you none: I neither write any thing of 
that kind myſelf, nor do I care to W 
. 5 
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onate of your humble ſervants would gain 


much by your having. no lovers; for he 


N then be the firſt of your friends, in 
of an ere that ve may! call 
cut 105 11 1 8 10 9 der D IO), 
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701 an 1 02. T4 10-5 - 02 1093 3% & F 
Da re ſay that Dulcinea never - oks 
lected her Chevalier with more plea- 
ſure.” Your letter was received as it de- 
ſerved; and the ſorroꝛoful countenance © did 


not in the leaſt diminiſn the merit of 


your ſentiments. I feel a fond pleaſure at 
their vigour and continuance preſerve 
them, to the cantuſion of e 7580 


15 


1 gerde "High you. that wiinkles. are. 
e ſigns of wiſdom; and am pleaſed 
to find that your exyerior merits have not 
lowered your ſpirits, I endeavour myſelf 


at the ſame eee 
Adieu. 


. He uſed G ſome of 11 1 letters to 2 
in his old age, The Knight of the ſorroaeful Coun- 


Zenance; from a character in Don Quixote. 
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ter, to the e ee 
+ 200 bur he being at Verſailles, I am 
afraid that it was: not delivered to him. 
I: ſhould have been very -uneaſy about 
your health, if I had not received a viſit 
from Madame de Boufllon's good little 
Librarian, who gave me extreme pleafure 
by ſhewing me a letter concerning you, 
from a perſon who thinks of me, upon 
your account. Whatever reaſon I had in 
my ſickneſs, to be thankful to my friends 
and the world, I have met with nothing 
that affected me with a more tively. ſenſe, 
than that mark of kindneſs. [Do in ris 
matter, all that you are obliged to, fince 
it is owing. merely ta you . J. wore 
received this fanour. TER 


| The Dutcheſs a Mazarin, who lived then in 
— | 
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How do 1 envy thoſe who go to Eng- 
land! and how delighted ſhould I be to 
dine with you once more! Is there not 
ſomething groſs and mean in mentioning 
a dinner? The mind has great advantages 
over the body: however in return, this 
ſame vulgar mechaniſm often furniſhes 
| certain reliſhes, that help to relieve the 
ſoul from uneaſy reflections. You have 
ſometimes. laughed at thoſe I uſed to 
make: I have now baniſhed them all: *tis 
too late for them at our period of life: we 
ought to content ourlelves with the day in 
which we lire. Near hopes, whatever 
philoſ phers may ſay, are as much to be 
prized, as thoſe that are farther extended 
—for they are more certain, | 


q 


Here i is fins 3 for you! I with 
you good health, for that is the point to 


* * 


which r thing ſhould tend. 


U Adieu. | 
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HE Abbe du Bois delivered, me 
your letter, and ſpoke as well of 
your appetite, as of your intellects. There 
is a certain time of life, when we value a 
good ſtomach more than the underſtand- 

ing; and I confeſs to my ſhame, that I 
deem you happier i in enjoying the one than 
the other. I always thought that your 
judgment would be as long-lived as your- 
ſelf; but we cannot be fo certain of the 
health of the body; without which there 
is nothing left but ſad reflections. I find 
myſelf infenfbly falling into them, but I 
ſhall inen turn to another ſubject. 


It relates to a pretty young man, * 
the deſire of ſeeing perſons of the beſt 
note in all countries, has tempted to break 
away from his family, without waiting for 
their conſent. Perhaps you may blame 
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his too early. curioſity; but the thing is 


done. He knows many things, and is 
ignorant of others that one of his age 


ought not to know. I thought him worthy 
of paying his reſpects to you, in order to 
make him ſenſible that he has not loſt his 
time by going to England. I have ſpoken 
likewiſe to his eldeſt brother, who is my 
particular friend, to direct him to wait 


on the Dutcheſs of Mazarin, and Lady 


Harvey, ſince they have been . to 


remember me. 


Sr. EVREMOND. 
FOUR letter has a great deal of good 


ſenſe in it. You praiſe the ſtomach to 
ſo much advantage, that henceforth it will 


be a ſhame to have a good underſtanding, 
without a good appetite at the ſame time. 
lam n to the Abbe du Bois, for hav- 
0 * | ing 
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8 LETTERS BETWEEN 
ing gained me your eſteem, by this favour- 
able character. At eighty- eight years of 
age I eat oyſters every Morning; I dine 
heartily, ' and ſup tolerably—Heroes have 
been celebrated Top en merit than mine. 


2 


When In was s young, I ade 1 . 
but the, pleaſures, of the mind; being 
more indifferent about the concerns of 
the body, than I ought to have been. 
Now, I make amends as much as poſſible, 
for my former partiality, either by the in- 
dulgences I give, or the efteem and friend- 


ſhip I have lately conceived for it, 
$1 2 8 . 1 * Je = 


' Your method was s quite the 851 you 
had ſome concern for the body, in your 
| Youth: at preſent, you are occupied only 
about what relates to the mind. I know 
not Whether you have reaſon to value it ſo 


1 as you do. For my part, I can 
. ſcarce 
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ſcarce read any thing worth retaining, and. ' 


hardly hear any thing worth liſtening to. 


| How difficult ſoever the intellects are at 
my age, the impreſſions that agreeable 
objects make upon my ſenſes, affect 


me, ſtil] : and we are much in the wrong 


to take ſach pains to mortify them. It is 


perhaps a jealouſy of the mind, that looks 
ren their lot to be better ore: its own. 


Moneur Bernier, who was the W 


tieſt philoſopher Jever know, (pretty phi- 
aſepber is an odd expreſſion, but his figure, 

his ſtature, his manner and converſation, 
gave him a juſt title to this epithet) Mon- 
ſieur Bernier, 1 ſay, ſpeaking of the mor- 
rification, of the ſenſes, ſaid ta me one day, 


« Iwill let you into a ſecret, with: which 


0 I would not intruſt Madame, de la Sab. 


de lierte, nor even Mademoiſelle de l' En- 


e clos, whom I take to be of a ſuperior 
* kind; but I tell it to you in confidence, 


22 2 
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— from plſore appears * 
% me4o be a great ſin.” I was ſurprized 


at the novelty of this ſyſtem. It left, 
however, ſome impreſſion upon me. If 


He had continued his lecture, perhaps he 
.might -have given me a thorough taſte 
for his doctrine. | 


Continue your friendſhip to me; e 


has never been impaired. A rare thing 


in ſo long a commerce as ours. Adieu. 


This pretty philoſe per f peaks on the epicurean 
- principle ; or rather, like a libertine, without any 
Principle at all, as hisdoArine is quite nepugnant to 
the orthodoxy of his own church, which injoins fafls, 
penances and mortifications, Had he. admitted an 
exception againſt vi pleaſures, his ſentiment would 


not only have been more philofophic, but agreeable | 


alſo to the moſt rational chriſtianity, 


The bleſſings thy free bounty gives, 
Let me not caft away; - 
For God is paid, when man receives; 


T* enjoy, is to obey. Pope's: Univ. Pr yer. 
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HE Count de Clerembaut gave n me a 
ſenſible pleaſure by telling me that 


you remember me, which I really deſerves 


on account of my conſtant affection for you. 
We two ſhall merit the admiration of poſ- 


terity for the duration of our lives, and 


that of our friendſhip. I fancy I ſhall live 
as long as you, but am often weary with 
doing continually the ſame thing; and. I 


commend tlie Swiſs, who drowned * 
for that ſingle reaſon. 


"My" fende Wmetkttes check me on 7M | 
ſeore z\ and affure the that life is deſirable 
while it is attended with tranquility : and x 


found mind. Vigour of body gives us o- 


ther ſentimerits, one would prefer that to 
vigour of mitd; but what ſignifies it when 


one cannot make the exchange? and tis 


E 4 e as: 
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as good to avoid refletions « as make ie thoſe. 
which are of no uſe. 
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Lady Sandwich has given me a red 
ſatisfactions in the happineſs I have of plea- 
ling her. I did not imagine that at my 
time of life, I could render myſelf an a- 
greeable companion to a woman of her 
age. She has. more wir than all the wo- 
men in France, and more true merit too. 
She is going to leave us, which gives con- 
cern to every one who knows her here, 
but moſt particularly to me. Had you 
been here, we ſhould have made entertain 
ments worthy of the antienze. b 
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The Count de Grammont is grown ſo 
young again, that I think him as lively as 
vhen he hated ſick people, and loved them 
| when they had recovered their health. 

You have wedded me to the Dutcheſs of 
| Mazarin and I cannot hear of her welfare 


a Pleaſure. 5 
| Love 


| 
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Love me always. Alia. But why don- t 
we ſay, Good-morrow ? We. ought: not ta 
die without ſeeing one another. | 
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HAT a loſs have you ſuſtained ! If 
VV-: we were not to beloſt ourſelves, it 
would be impoſſible for us ever to be com- 
forted. I heartily condole with you. You: 
are deprived of an amiable friend, whoſe 
converſe ſupported your ſpirits in exile. 
How is ſueh a misfortune to be retrieved ? 
The loſs of friends! is/ a tax on age! Philo- 
ſophy "muſt be your only reſource now I 
am as much affected at her death, as if I 
had the honour of the Dutcheſs of Maza- 
rin's acquaingance. | | She thought of me in 
my ſufferings; ; I was touched with that 
goodneſs; and her being ſo dear to you, 
made me love and eſteem her ſtill more. 
C 5. There 
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There is no remedy for this misfortune v 


nor is there any againſt thoſe that happen 


to our own poor bodies. Take care of 
yours : your friends are rejoiced to ſee you 
ſo healthy —and fo wiſe, for I reckon thoſe 
only wiſe, who know how to render them 
ſelves Rapp . 


I return you many; So tis tea you 
vere pleaſed t ſend me: The humour and 


chan the Piel 


vou will flow kitve Lady Sei» with 


Vou again, whom we-behold with grear, r 5 


ret juſt on the eve of her departute.C P 


wiſh that her way of life may afford you: 


ſome conſolation. T don't know the Eng- 


liſh manner, but this lady has been . | 
F rench among . 


*She died lately in Brange 3 wares adrancedage. 


J = Adieu 


IM 


from ſuch a * 
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Adieu 7, a a thouſand times. It one 
could 8 like Madame de Chevreuſe, 
who fancied when ſhe was dying, that he 


was going to chat with her friends i in the other” 


world, one might receive ſome comfort 


* 8 een 01 


. N 0 1 


YOUR letter bus filed my mind with! 
. Impoſſible wiſhes, . which I. did not 


think myſelf any longer capable of. The 


days paſs away, as good Des Yvetaux u- 
ſed to ſay, te in ignorance and idleneſs; yet 
m unhappily, theſe ſame days are imputed 
to account, and ſwallow up both the 


mm perſons and things that we are moſt at- 


e tached to. ou have experienced this: | 
laſt particular in a ſevere manner. Yow: 


formerly ſaid, tat Iſbould die of nothing but 


refletions. 1 endeavour to avoid making, 
C 6 any 
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any more, and to forget to-morrow the time 
J have lived to-day, Every one tells me 
chat I have leſs reafon to complain of time 
than any body; but be this as it may, if 
any body had propoſed ſuch a life to me 
formerly, Tſhould have hanged myſelf firſt. 
Yet we cling to an ugly body as much as 
to an PPS, one : VS love. to tee] eaſe 


and reſt. 


I have ſtill a pretty hed? appetite II 1. 
wiſh heartily, that I had an opportunity of 


5 Behold the miſerable Condition of old ate! ! 1. 
red to flay;: yet loth to gol With ſenſeß wit; philb- 
8 beauty, admiration, lovers, friends; © health 
and. fortune, if the happy Ninon de l' Rnelos was 
reduced to ſuch a ſtate, what a wretchedneſs moſt it 
be to all the reſt of the world, to ſurvi ße to her years ?. 
No patience, but that of a chrifti an, can be ſaffici. 
ent to ſupport the wearied foul through ſuch an in- 
varied. journey. And can any thing ſhew the petu- 
liar excellence, the diviye tem perament of oun reli. 
gion, more than this,, that while it makes us moſt 
wih to 80, leaves us beſt gel pe! wc A. de 


0 
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trying it with yours, and of talking about 
all the original characters we have known; ; 
the remembrance: of whom rejoiceth me 

more than the preſence, of a great, many 
a L every day converſe. with. re] 


Monſi jeur de Clereinbaut often aſks me 
whether he reſembles his father as to. his 
parts? 7 T tell Him, No—But bs hope from 
bis ſelE-ſufficierice, that he Accepts this 1 ne- 
gative in his fayour : and perhaps, ſame 
people may think ſo. What compariſon x 
between this age. and chat we have ſeen * 


- fi His 29 * V 301: EBB: inn 10 
Fou Wr ſdon ſee Lady Stinchwiehs, bur 
Lam afraid thar the goes into the country; | 
She knows alt that you think of her She 
will tell you more news of the country than 
Tran do. She has enamined and founded 
every. thing to the bottom. She perfectly 
knows all my haunts; and has found the 


way not to be a ſtranger Mets Kak 


43 — 
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. 7 uf letter J receive from Madame 
1 de FEnelos always appears to me tlie 
beſt; and this is not becauſe the ſenſe of 
the preſent pleaſure prevails over. the re- 
membrance of the paſt; but the true rea 
ſon is, that your mind receives new vigour 
andi improvement every day. If it be with | 
your health. as with your underſtandin ing, I 
ſhall but ill maintain the challenge you pro- 
| Poſe, on the beſt appetite. T made trial 
of mine againſt Lady Sandwich at an en- 
tertainment the other day; at Lord Jerſey's, 
and was not worſted. Her ladyſhip's-wit 
is acknowledged by all the world, and her 
good taſte is manifeſt by the extraordinary 
eſteem ſhe expreſſes for yu. She did not 
get the better of me in ou ids * 
more than 1 in eating. 


Tou are of all evlintites ; as TOO 


teemed at London, as at Paris. You we C 
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of all times; and when [ alledge) you for 
the honour of mine, the young immedi- 
ately name you to give the ſame advantage 
to theirs, Thus are you miſtreſs both of 
the paſt and preſent: I wiſh with all my 
foul, that you may yet extend your power 
conſiderably over the future ! It is not fame 
T have here in view; that is fufficiently ſes 
cured to you already: I am thinking of 
what is more eſſential, namely life; of 
which eight days are more worth than eight 
centuries. of glory after death. 


"FM Ie any one had propoſed ſack a life to- 
| hed you formerly, you would have hanged 
« yourſelf firſt,” This expreſſion charms: 
me- And yet, you content yourſelf with 
eaſe and reft, after having taſted the moſt 
Ivey pleaſures, | There is not any one 
| who ſets a greater value on youth than 13 
andd as. I have nothing of it but the remem- 
| brance only, I follow your example; and 
| make 
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8 the moſt of the current minutes that 5 
Jean. Would to Heaven that the Dutcheſs 


of Mazarin had been of our mind! She 
would then have been Rill alive. But, ſhe 
would needs die the e e in p the 


. „ 


 Live=—For life is good, while it is is free 
5 From you” Fatewel. ie Bu e oven 


TIT is a G e 5 went! in au: 
hip. Your letter would have un- 
ag any one but myſelf. | 7 7 know your 


; lively and ſurpriſing, imagination, and yet 
was obliged to recollect that Lucian had 


written in praiſe of a r in order to render | 
Your! ſtile familiar t to Wo uldt to Heas 5 
ven that you, really thought of me as you 


u be uſed colmerc Incialy, which dehroyed her 
auh. R ier ee 
FI ſpeak! 


i & * 
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ſpeak! Iſhould then diſpenſe with all nations. 
For *tis to your merit that the honour of 
| tha enen n more e juſtly belongs. 


5 2 1 1 7. CES 


Four letter is. a d mater picce. * It Has 
been tlie ſubject of all the converſations 
held at my, apartments, this month paſt. 
You retrieve your youth again—You do 
well to love it. Philoſophy and wit agree 
perfectly well together: what ſignifies wiſ- 
dom if it does not allure? I am certain that 
you muſt ever pleaſe, while you preſerye 
the fame rurn of mind and ſenriment Fob 
| poſſeſs' at preſedt. ee 


o people: are able to ü old l 
bot I fancy that I am not yer ſunk under 
the weight of it. I could wiſh with you 
that the Dutcheſs of Mazarin had regarded 
life in itſelf, without thinking of her face, 
which would have been lovely to the laſt, 

| mon 


* LEPTERS BETWEEN 


though good ſenſe had taken the ple © of 
fome few char ns. 


Lady Sandwich will always bros the 
ſpirit of her wit, when ſhe loſes her youth; 
at leaſt, this is my opinion. When you 

ſee her, pray make her remember me,, for 
it would give me concern to be forgotten 
by her. Adieu. 


1 of eee. that was | dated the Ka 
teenth of October. Tis ſomewhat ſtale 

for a letter, but godd things are weledine - 
though ever ſo late. Ibu write gravely, 
and yet you charm: Tou render Seneca a- 
greeable, which is a new character for him: 
You'ſpeak of n 8, widh all * re 
of youth. | | 


* Seneca wrote a treatiſe on old: age. 


1 have 


4 


2 wiſhes. 
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1 have one curiofity which you can ſatisfy 
me about. Prithee, when you reflect upon 


your younger days, does not the remem- 


brance of times paſt, occaſion certain 
ſentiments to arife, equally: diſtant from 


ie languor of indolence, and the ſtrength 


of paſſion ! ? Pray now, don't you feel in 


your heart, a ſecret oppoſition to that tran 


quil apathy, that you had flattered your- 


ſelf you had calmed your mind into ? For, 


to love, and be beloved, is acharming ſym- 


pathy, which has blended itſelf in your 
breaſt, even with your very reaſon. To 


ſlop the current of aniorous affections, one 


muſt i interrupt the courſe of our days; 1 0 


its only end ĩs that of life. 1 
Would to Heaven the fates may Pro 


continue to you thirty years more, of love 
and philoſophy— This is what I pray for, 


on this firſt of the year 1701. A day on 
which thoſe who have nothing better to be- 
ſtow, make a new year's gift of their good 
Adieu. THE 


THE 


— 


TRANSLATOR 


To n. READER. 


JERE ends the 8 be- 
tween that charming old couple, St. 
enen and Madame de VEnclos, We 
may perceive from many hints in theſe let | 
ters, that ſeveral have been loſt, on both 
ſides; which I dare ſiy the reader of V 
taſte, muſt j Join with me in regretting... 


There is ® gaiety and ſpirit in theſe wr 
8 that would render the youngeſt per- 
ſons amiable; but to meet with all the 
 -chearfulneſs of youth; joined to the ſenfe 
and judgment of maturity, without the 
leaſt ſymptom of that weakneſs of mind, 
or e of mene, _ gene · 
vo | | Fi 3 


= 
. A 
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To Tu READER. — 


4 attend chat ſtage of like, that is 1 
fore ſtiled the years of dotage, muſt not 5 
only firprize, but render theſe, extraor· 
dinary perſons famous to all poſterity, 0 


Theſe writings muſt equally pleaſe all 
ages. Here the young and gay may re- 
joice in the higheſt ſpirit of wit and galan- 
try; and the old triumph: at inſtances ex- 
empt from the uſual, but deſpicable effects 
of ſeneſcence. May theſe excellent ex- 
amples ſerve to rouſe up the ſupineneſs of 
all who are declining in the, vale, of years, 
and inſpirit them to exert ſome effort to 
preſerye their intellectual facukies froma 
lethargy ! For I am convinced that dotage, 
though the uſual, is not a neceſſary effect 
. of age. But the mind grows indolent a- 
> bout: the middle. ſtage, of life; and then 
| the exerciſe, . eacling and e 
5 1 l Him did «Dk which 


7 A » St, Lend was near ninety your; Aud PEn- 
| elos above — when moſt of theſe letters v were 
written. 
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which is requiſite to prevent our ſenſe and 

apprehenſion from ſtagnating, becomes too 
great a labour to us, unleſs an happy and 
more early habit ſhould have | rendered it 
eaſy : and familiar. 5 ; 


* 8 


One may well imagine that I could not 
reſt ſatisfiecd here, or acquieſce in an opi- 
nion that there had not been any memoirs 
of ſo remarkable a woman; preſerved in 
ſome of the French tracts of the laſt age, 
except what are contained in theſe letters. 
Beſides, the anecdotes that I quoted from 
 The-WorLD, hinted to me ſomething fur- 
ther, but left me ill at à loſs ho to di- 
rect my enquiry; when a friend of mine 
procured me an entertaining collection of 
detached pieces, lately publiſhed in France, 
under the title of Le Petit Reſervoir, where 
I met with the following memoirs of this 
famous perſonage; which will afford a very 


To THE. READER; | 41 


| high er entertainment to the Engliſh: —_ 
even. through a tranſlations, | : 


The F rench writer begins with the fol, 
lowing prefatory letter, addreſſed to a lady. 


4 You have required from me, moſt a- 
miable Eugenia, the hiſtory of Madame 
de-PEnclos, and I have been too haſty in 
promiſing it to you: for the ſearches Þ 
have made to ſatisfy your cu rioſity, have 
not been as ſucceſsful as I could wiſnʒ and 
I cannot ſupply you with any thing more 
than a ſlight and imperfect ſketch of her 
character and memoirs: As for the reſt, 
you are not to expect in the courſe of her 
life, a number of intereſted events, which 
are produced by the paſſions when they are 
obliged to oppoſe the veil of myſtery to 
the Ther of ei and reftraint.< 

| Nor, 


«This s paige ford Edele. 1 e 1 
5 | 5 Fa . ppole, 
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Nor will you here meet with either the 
ſubtleties of coquetry, the artifices of in- 
þ fidelity, or the heinouſneſs of perfidy. Love, 
liberty. and philoſop hy, in her walked | 
hand in hand. She had a noble ſoul, but 
it had at the ſame time, a ſenſibility which 
forced her to yield to the lively impreſſions 
of her taſte and appetites z and ſhe had 
the addreſs of joining with a certain air of 
cangruity, the moſt gallant conduct with 
the moſt worthy principles. She was a 
faithful friend, whoſe virtue was guided 
by reaſon, and whoſe heart anker! cal 
Infulelity or deceit im boy nw date 

However, W eee aſs rare 
a0 eſtimable qualities, few people at 
Preſent, e or agree about 


ſuppoſe, to romances, enn the age ot are  obli- 
ged to conceal their affections from the importunily 
of their lovers, and their actions from the reflraint 
of the guardians. In his next It bo! rod in 
Ne ovel, 6 * you xn "Kev 18 
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her merit. Her worth by * n Fe 
to be forgotten, her foibles only diſcourſed 
of or remembered. The young look upon 


her as a perſon of great affectation, the 
women as one without morals, and the 


reſt of the world as a finiſhed pia * 
polite od -—— ola TL 2 


But you, my its Rank who are 
bleſſed with ſenſe and Judgment, at an 


age when other women poſſeſs nothing 


more than beauty: you that judge no- 
thing but yourſelf with ſecurity,” will, I 


dare ſay, render juſtice to her character: 


Tay machn will acknowledge her to be, 


4 Nothing can be ſo abſurd as the firſt and laſt of 
theſe opinions about her character; as neither of 
them can be ſupported by any paſſage in her life or 


writings. Tis ſaid that moſt people have two cha- 
racters; but I believe Ninon is the firſt that ever had 


| three, She certainly had two, like other people, 


only with this remarkable peculiarity, that ſhe deſer- 
ved them both; namely, a good one, and'a bad one, 
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Ademoiſelle de PEnclos, who unn 
der the name of Ninon has ren- 9 
| dered | herſelf famous in the Kit age, by 
* the charms of her wit as well ag her per- 
fon, was or child of Monſieur de PEn - 
clos, 4 gentleman” of Toufaine, and of 
Made moiſelle de Raconis, his wife, a lady 
of Orleans. She was born in Paris, on 
te 1des of May; 1616, and was chriſtened. 
TT EE. RE 
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2 Her father had ſerved | in the army 
when he was a young man, about the lat- 
ter end of Henry the fourth's, and the be- 
ginning of Lewis the thirteenth's reigns, 
Being remarked for one of the malecon- 
tents of his time, he was ſelected under 
3 this character, by the famous Cardinal de 
Retz, among the number of his friends, | 
and continued attached to his Intereſt, 
13 during the remainder of his life. Her 
mother was a great Or with a very 


. Narrow ee eee ; Sho, AA 


Monſieur de We * y man ar I 
3 and faction, was a perſon of good | 
ſenſe; and literature; and among other ta- 


tents, was a perfect waſtes of, mu ſic, and 
an. extraordinary performer on the Jute : 
which occaſioned the miſtake of. thoſe who 
reported that Ninon was the daughter of 
a luteniſt. But her father, who loved her . : 
Feilen g, 5 had che fondneſs 10 teach her | 
7 . 0 


wh 


— 


' Or NINON-vz L.EN CLOS. 33 
zimſelf on this inſtrument, and e be⸗ 
eame A moſt perfect miſtreſs of it. E 


1 mother, who kak a and to make 
her a devotee, like: herſelf, brought her 
every day to morning and evening pray- 
ers along with her; but the little” Ninon 
always carried ſome entertaining book of 
hiſtory or poetry in her pocket, which ſhe 
uſed to read by ſtealth while yy was bin | 
her knees. 5 = 


She loft her en = has was 5 very; 

young: *till which time ſhe was reared up 

WW by a father who doated on her, and a mo- 
I cher that thwarted her in every ching. A 
rare education to form a capricious: cons, 
duct] But without entering into the par- 
ticulars of her fir/t liſe, it may be ſufficient 
to ſay, that ſhe was ſo happily endowed 
by nature, that ſhe almoſt framed herſelf 
without aſſiſtance; ' She had an high eſc 
term for her father's "underſtanding; and 
. | too 
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| tao great a deference far his opinions; - Bot 
tho the quickneſs of ber apprehenſians 
ſoon made her perceive the foibles of her 
mother, this never took off in the leaſt 
from that reſpes and what gn: debaine 
2 child. 5 bnd 


* 


25 


44 4 444 


Her . died when, Ninon" wh but 
Seen years 9 and her father ſurvived 
her only a year. So that at the tender 
and hazardous age of fifteen, the. became 
miſtreſs of herſelf and fortune. But, not- 
vithſtanding her extreme youth, he Was 
found to have a manly ſenſe, without maſ. 
culine manners; was chearful wit le- 
vity; had wit without- pertnels j 4 nice 
1 found Jae eee de- 
eee M TOUSoIv HE 2 for 


Tu * * : 1 . 5 
„ K — 1 * 
1 8. * 31 45 45 * * ; Ys þ : We ** 21 ve * 


Her — 1 e the middle fines 
ner perſon neither too plump or lean; 
Vell made, and | finely proportioned: all 


to 


* NIN ON DDE, L'ENCLOS- 


to bear examining, than to ſtrike at 4 
fight. She had a very fair ſmooth ſkin, 
with a remarkable freſhneſs in her com- 
 plexion;; her face a fine. oval, her eyes 
large and hazle; her eye-brows dark, and 
well ſeparated, with long eye-laſhes ; her 
hair of a deep cheſnur colour; her noſe J 
well made, but rather high; her lips ver- 
milion, her chin plump, her mouth pret- 
tily faſhioned; and expreſſing an agreea- 
ble mile. She had a good fofehead, fine 
teeth, and a neck beautifully turned. She 
had graceful arms, pretty hands, a ſtrait, 
genteel! maße and very ! handſome limbs: . J. 


wth 5 10 


F f | 


an:openicountenance,/: bur: ſenfible, ten- 
der and engaging ; a remarkable air of 


neathels tid delitacy i. her appearance, 

IIFUESE > UE 6H 

( There Þ. Gmerking; even e sede toi,, 
| which diſtinguiſhes gentleman from a 8 5 
polite ear will readil T SY 1 7 ; 8 1 
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galety) ad; ſweetneſs. in her manners z a 
certain grace in every geſture 5 a, ſoul 
fondly devoted to pleaſure z and a mind 
fraught at. the _ time WR the t 
8 * virtues. P 4 ce bas ew | 


+» 7 
* 75 FP . . i 


She had a warm, " carneft manner * „ 
preſſion, which without ſtaying to con- 5 
vince, perſuaded one into her opinions, 
She had every addreſs of coquetry, with 
all the ſpirit of galantry: her Whole air 
was capable of inſpiring the warmeſt ſen- 
timents; for ſhe. was poſſeſſed of thoſe 
bewitching graces, that a deſire to charm 
can render a fine woman miſtreſs of; and 
ſhe herſelf ſeemed to breathe the ſame paſ- 
Jon with which ſhe Wee her ami ers. 


"> to "the nll ſhe was „ — hurried | 
. away by her taſte and inclinations ; eager 
vnd lively about the leaſt matters that af. 

fected herſelf; cold, careleſs, and indo- 


lent, where her heart was not Intereſted, 
* and 
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and pretty inſenſible to moſt things in 
which ſhe had herſelf not any concern. 
Such was the famous Ninon de PEnclos:. - 


How many. particulars .may one pick wt 2 


here, to palliate or excuſe. her failings l. 


Her beauty, and: hes outward: com- 
; pliſhments,: (inconſiderable advantages in 
compariſon. of her underſtanding and me- 
- it occalioned, her to be ſought after, very” 
young, to be obtained in marriage, and: 
ſurrounded her with a croud of ſuitors: 
but, as ſhe. had, even then,, a! angubr: | 
averſion to matrimony, and a ſpirit de- 
termined for liberty, ſhe could never be 
prevailed upon to think of fixing n | 
in ſuch a ſcheme of „ | 


"Her father. too, who had himſelf e. expe-- 

| rienced ſome difagreeable circumſtances: | 

in that ſtate, far from ſpeaking favoura- 

bly to her with regard to conjugal con · | 

nedtions, had often freely recommended! 
un 1; 5, 5 
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* ſion of which has not been of any long 
& continuance; and this is the chief thing 


« ' the choice of Jour Phaſures.”* 5 


wy 
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to her to follow the plan of conduct which 
ſhe afterwards purſued through the whole 
courſe of her life 3 and even on his death 
bed, calling her to ap n n 


' the!ſollowing'rerms- Of TD 


rde daughter, youſcethar all which 
remains to me in theſe laſt: moments, is 
only the fruitleft hemembrance o plea⸗ ; 
< ſures that now abandon me; the poſſeſ- 


< that I have reaſon to complain of: provi- 
i dence in. But alas my repinings.now: 
are vain! You, my child, ho have ſo 
many years to ſurvive me, Profit your - 
< ſelf early of your precious time. Be al. 

« ways leſs ſerupulous about the number, * 


4 LEY 


. S £64: * 4 
1 1 pe wah 4 


| The French writer: „ 55 e | 
tion upon this extraordinary paſſage, but I hope that 
en reader. 1s OW at 5he RAR par ers 


5 or NINON vr VENCLOS. | 80 


to her own inclinations; and immediately 


prepared herſelf to follow his inſtructions. 


She lived alone, but had a conſiderable 


number of acquaintance and friends, 


which every day increafed, as ſhe had col- 


kected in herſelf the moſt engaging _ os 


for, beſides her wit, ſenſe and beauty, ſhe 
| was perfect miſtreſs of muſic, played ex- 
tremely well on the harpſichord, lute, the 


orbo and guitar. She had only a weak 


chamber voice, but ſung with an extreme 


| fine caſte, and danced "viths moſt aamita- 


ble grace. FFF 


- She never ſacrificed much time at her 
toilet, but was always by ſo much the 


genteeler dreſſed, as ſhe appeared to neg- 


lect that article. She generally wore plain, 


but rich cloaths, and conformed conſtantly 


— to * N modes 2 che times, and 


— 


Ds. 


eee SHIGA, Ad bind 146 ei en bon * 


Ninon quickly perceived a world f 
geil e in an advice ſo very agreeable - 


4 
"at 
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of her own age. She had a great wivadey- 
in her manners, but a remarkable nid. 


neſs of. diſpoſition at the ſame time. She 
poſſeſſed the art of acquiring friends, and 


ſtill more of preſerving them. Though 
ſhe was light i in her engagements, and in- 


conſiderate in her: amours, ſhe was ex» 


tremely careful in the management of her 


fortune, and regular 1 in. the diſpoſition of. 
her whole ceconomy.;. the fund of which. 


was about ten thouſand livres, life an- 
* nuity * of which ſhe always reſeryed one 


year's income before hand, that ſhe might 
have it in her power to allt. ber e. 
upon any emergency. eee at” 


She had few domeſties; ; a walting "id; 
a valet de chambre, a footman, coachman:. 
and cook; compoſed her houſhold ;, but 


ſhe had the art of having herſelf well fer- 


ved, always preſerved her: port, and had 


a a certain: air of Gpnity' N thing. ſhe 


did, She. "2 
1 » About bye hundred | pounds a year. . | 


or NINON' pr L'ENCLOS. 6 


Sbe migbt have juſtly ſaid, that ſhe had 
Kea her own preceptor, and was but very 
ttle inc jebted to any other perſon for tho 
8 improvement of her taſte and underſtand - 
ing. Before ten years of age ſhe had read 
Montaigne id. Charron ; and at fours. 
teen, was celebrated through Paris for her 
wit and ſenſe. She perfectly underſtood 
. Spaniſh and Italian; had read with appli- 
cation, the beſt authors in either of theſe 
languages, and ſpoke them both with great 
eaſe. Hiſtorians, Philoſophers, poets, an- 
tient and modern, even- romances, nothing 
had eſcaped her reading. She had enriched 2 
her mind with all the beauties: and tre- 
ſures of antiquity, to whieh ſhe had joined. 
the flowers'of modern erudition: and tho* . | 
ſhe'had*no Knowledge of Greek or Latin, | 
ſhe. was an excellent critic.in the belt tranſ- : 1 


| a A French writer in . 'vf high eſteem. 


10 "Say fage — or yet more INE Charon. 5 
LL : Por Ex. 


lations $ 8 


— 


0 ö 
I 


T lations of Vaugelas anc 


in reer ien eee in 


e 90d 0 Wo: m—_— well 
but ſeldom did it, becauſe ſue hated to ſay 


the famous-painter,, lamented before her, 
that his daughter had a bad memgrya I 


| Prench and Italian? No. 'How | cones it to paſs 
then, that women ſhall be reckoned more /earned-for 
underſtanding the former, than the latter ? That 
they ſhall be deemed more accomp pliſbed for being D 
perfectly verſed in one, and Dede ſubjeQs of ri- 
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nd  Abluncourt. vi She 


charming ingenous frmpliciry; ad wer I 
extempore, She had an elevation of 
mind, a greatneſs of ſoul, vaſt delicacy 


the ſame thing twice: | One dayrMignard, 


ifficult'to\attafil than 


dicule for. the leaſt ſmattering i in the other ? But the 


| dead languages happen to be engroſſed by men; theſe 
are their peculiar privileges, and they are up in arms 
when | we invade . provinces. 


— 


e with 
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with yon | by, ſays ſhe, for then foe camo 
quote," She was a great enemy to quotas 
tioms, becauſe they are apt to tire the com- 
pany, and in ſome ſort to humble them 
at the ſame time. Her knowledge was 
void of oſtentation, accompanied always 
with modeſty, and a polite regard to thoſe _ 
ſhe converſed with. She knew a great deal, 
but never, alfefied to ſhew 1 it. nd © OO 


Wc W hat a Kerence between this 181 
N ing woman, and the generality of the pre 
ſent triflers, of whom à pretty face com- 
prehends their entire merit! endoweck 
neither with character, ſentiment, or man- 
ners; whoſe higheſt employment is knot- 
ting, and vacation cards; without reading, = 
or converſation, except what they pick ups 
like . parrots, from one another: : Who, 
without the mean and dangerous aids of - 
play, ſcandal, or gallantry,” are quite in- 
I. of ſupplying 0p one * of ſo- 
| cal 


* . 
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dial converſe: who acquire nothing more 
by increaſe of years, but an addition of 
ridiculous follies: and when their. admi- 
rers, declining- by degrees; at length for- 
fake them, retire forlorn, to ſpleen, va 
pours, and repining prayer. 

« By acts of: piety compound for evil, | 
40 And yield to God the leayings of the L Devil.” » 


She lived in u. Parlament cer; behind ; 
the Palace royal, in a houſe that ſhe- had 
purchaſed for life. It. was ſmall, but ex- 
tremely neat and convenient: 8 contained 
two apartments; in the firſt, was a very 

handſome, large drawing: room, where ſhe 
received her company; who uſed to aſ- 
ſemble there about five i in the. evening, 
and break up. at nine. This ſalon as 
adorned with the portraits of her princi-. 
pal friends, and their paintings done by 
the moſt eminent maſters. She p laced her 
library and harpſichord here. At the far⸗ 

ther end of the ſecond apartment, there | 
Was 


——— ᷑ĩ : —½ 


Or NINON bs L*ENCLOS. 6s 


u a ſmall room, more elegantly furniſhed | 


| than any other part of the houſe. The 


hiſtory iof Pſycht was painted, al freſco, on 
the ceiling; and all the pannels pourtrayed 


with the moſt gallant adventures of an- 


tient fable. None of the cruelties of love 


were here deſeribed; they were baniſhed, 
even in idea, from this free ſcene, where 
every 5 ſeemed | to ene, eee 5 


palſion. oy 
? Daf colon 0 or NM. as 


It Was here <4 choſe uſually to 4 wh 


F to, when her company happened | OY 
be ſmall and it was here ſhe kept her Jute. 


She ſeldom played; but when ſhe. did, 
one might imagine it to have been her 
ſole occupation, Upon theſe, occaſions 
one was made almoſt | 


mends for:the-loſs _ 
of her converſation ;, as ſhe had. the power 


to infuſe hex very ſpirit into the inſtru- 


ment, and to draw from thence ſuch flat- 


tering ſounds, expreſſions, if I may fo - 


| _ ſo ſenſible and tender; that the 
: | | ſeemed. - 


— 


rious tones of harmony, and 
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ſeemed to breathe ber ſoul. through the var 


might be faid. to have uttered ſentimant . 


She had alſo a little country houſe at the 
Cardeliers, very pleaſantly ſituatad with 
regard to air, Wood, and water 3 and in 


this retreat ſhe uſed to ſpend her ſummer 
months, _ © OT 
alſo. ; os Ende Fg Sly * 115 221. ie . 
| 2 4 700 775 


Though e 8. PEnclos' had a 


foul naturally formed for gallantry, e es | 


neither coquetiſh! or inconſtunt. White 


ber paſſion ſubſiſted, the loved wii fo. 


eerity and fidelity; for ſhe was 


of the leaſt deceit or dgsgesübulbelb: 


bur, the moment that her Uking" caſed, 


- which ſometimes happened at an itiſtant 
when ſhe leaſt expected it; all eomithcrce or 


_ this Kind, with ER — 5 wandte ena, 
'K for life. LD DOR e 4 


* x 
1919745 


45 0 ihe pe of her unge. ems 


EF 4 
— 111221 


5 


and her fingers | 


WIE $000 | 


or NINON ps L'ENCLOS. 6 
of an even temper, aud moſt -engaging 
converſe an excellent friend, generous, 
diſintereſted, of great veracity, juſt, a 


| Rich; obſerver. of her word, ſteady in ſoci- 
| 4 A 8 ; "of mak, kai honey. 172 


wo feat Fo than in de paxt of Welse 
mira. Sde is there ſaid to have eery addreſs c- 
guetrgoo=cala, care and indolent, where her heart 
away wat inter. Here it "is ſaid, ſhe was neither 
that ſhe was" difintersfbed.—But I do not = 
think, there ports be auy difficulty here; Fr, e 
Any -mpl of gallontry before : 
e had fixed her engagements : and hays laid ade 
all thoſe arts, while the continued in it. She might 
as have been cold, careleſs and indolenr, wher? ber 
| brart du 5 iger gen, and yet difimterefled; where 
the had made r. on of friendbip, love, bc 


But if wil dbes bol enk ſolve the Uifficulty, we 
way teter to note © p. 49% Where it is ſaid that moſt 
people have rp charagters,, And as theſt anecdotes 
have been collected from different writers, we may 
rather be: Jurprized ene er e : 
1 the whole. 
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Among her lovers was Monſieur: de 
Gourville ; ;* a man of refined ſenſe and 
gallantry, greatly. eſteemed for his many 


| good qualities, and cloſely attached to the 
Prince of Condé. In the year 1650, at the 


time of the civil war, ſtiled La Frande, 
finding himſelf on the ſudden, proſcribed 
and obliged to quit the kingdom before 
he had time to adjuſt the ceconomy of his 
affairs; he waited upon Madame de VEn- 


clos, the evening before his departure, 


and brought her twenty thouſand gold 


crowns, which he begged ſhe would Kt 


ſafe for him till he might be at liberty to 


return. But, becauſe he did not think. 


tit prudent to intruſt his whole fortune · into - 


one hand, he depoſited the like ſum with. 
Monſieur de , a man in thoſe: days 
remarkable for the ſtrictneſs of his gs 
: for the ſway he bore over tender don. 


ren to o St. Evremond. e He SAY 0G” 
17 9 % * 1 . a r . belences, 


e 8 


* % 0 
F 


4 The ſame was ks been mentioned none of her | 


> DB © "= pp ome wt to ee 6s 


Or NIN ON bz LENCLOS. . 


| ſciences, and the extraordinary charaQer 1 


"mn had i in Paris, for his honeſty. 


to Shout two months Madame de PEn- 5 
clos, as was not unuſual, engaged in a 
new amour. Poor de Gourville received 
an account of it in his exile, and was ex- 
tremely alarmed at the news: he lamented 

his imprudence frequently, in not having 
uſed the precaution of taking ſome ac- 
knowledgment for the depoſit, which it 
ſeems in both inſtances he had neglected : 
he had confided entirely in her fondneſs, 


and had but little dependence on a woman 


of intrigue, that when her tender con- 
nections were diflolved, her moral ties 
would remain unbroken. And this opt- 
nion continued to have ſuch an effect upon 
his mind, that when he had permiſſion | to 
return, in about ſix months after, inſtead 
= calling upon Madame « de PEnclos, his 


anly © care yas to 801 to Monſieur de 


. 
; 
* 


7 Tu LIE aun CHARACTER 


and demand the money he had given-ints | 


his charge; and which he then deemed 


to be the ſam total of his unhappy for- 


tunes. But, what a wretched ſituation did 
he find himſelf in, when this ſame honeſt 


man, notwithſtanding his great character 
for probity, had the impudent villainy 


abſolutely to deny the depoſit, and affirmed 


: to his face, that he had never r received N 
one mhilling i in truſt for him!“ Go EO 


| Madame de PEnclos having heard, fo 


5 days after, of his arrival, and being ſar- - 


prized at his-negle@,/ and the'little"impa- 


tiene he had Hevn to fee” ber, felt to. 


reproach him for it. He waited up 


| the next morning ; and on ber obſerving 


4 ſettled melancholy' in his e 


and enquiring the cauſe of his thegtin; e he 
reported to her the ſtory Juſt now · recited. 

„ *Sir, fays ſhe, 1 have met alſo with 4 

Y ue" misfortune in FI abſenee, and 


© muſt 8 


9 


o vs EENCLOS. „1 


v muſt throbs myſelf entirely on you in- 
« Julgence for forgiveneſs : L have loſt— 


(here ſne pauſed) —the liking 1 had 


bd beer But, I have not loſt my me- 
mofy. The twenty thouſand gold crowns 
that yo left in my care; remain un- 
touched, in the. ſame caſket which you 
brought them in. Carry them away 
with you directly; and, whenever you 
afford me the pleaſure of another vift, 
remember that though you have loſt 2 
f „nes, your have gained a friend.” 


{Every one has branded; her amine with 


ai Marquis de la Chätres, He was in | 


love with her to diſtraction; andi in the 
very height of his paſſion- received! an or- 
der from court; to- join the army imme. 
diately. They muſt be ſeparated. from 
each other, perhaps for a long time 4 
Lanes age, at leaſt and he has: to begin 
his ne the next day. He grew in- 
N ) confola> 


ur 1 
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cConſolable, he fell! into deſpair, he. curſed 

his deſtiny ; © What is honour, What is 
* duty | fame, wealth, or glory! What 
e are ye to Love]! The affliẽted Ninon 


did every thing in her power to calm his 
love- ſick mind: but her careſſes, ther 


vows, her proteſtations,, with the moſt 
tender litus, were not of the leaſt avail. 


At length, finding that nothing. ld 
compoſe his diſtraction, ſhe be thought her- 
ſelf of giving him a note under her hand, | 
in which ſhe promiſed and vowed, that 
during his abſence, nay during his life, 
ſhe wool never love any man in the world 
but himſelf. La-Chitres was a weak per- 
ſon, and chis expedient appeared an admi- 
rable ſecurity. to him. | He was tranſported 
with joy, kiſſed the paper an hundred 
times, put it up carefully in his pocket- 
book, and parted ſrom her the moſt con- 
, ee moſt aſſured man alive. 


. 
— al 2 _ 


But— 55 


+ 


N *: 
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Bete was a: fatality which the could 
reliſt—the amorous Ninon before his 
return, bad: entered into a new engage. 
ment. The Folly and extravagance of the 
| promiſſory. note, occurred ſtrongly to her at 
that time; and when ſhe had appointed 
her aſſignation, ſhe cried out, 75 be ſure 
la Chitres bas a very reſponſible bond of mins. 
Which expreſſion became afterwards a 
proverb. at Paris; and ſhe uſed often to 


laugh at it berelt. ; whenever it came into N 
her head. 2 . : 


- She hid dais an our Gal with the 
de Gerſey, by whom ſhe had that unfortu- 
nate ſon who killed himſelf for her. She 
had! afterw ards an affair with the Marquis £ 


C © This ory has been already told 3 in the Introduc- : 
lion, The father is there ſtiled the Count de Greze, . 
| as quoted from 95% World : In Le Petit Referwoir, ke IS 
is called the Marquis de Gerſey. But, Lord Jerſey 


of England was N the; * of as fa- : 
Y Was: Is Villiers. > ed 


\ * — 2 
2 * XR 2 
" 1 + 
F 4+ 
© - 


\ 


62 * ' - * - | 
Til len CD OA IS LI > 


a Silatceai, . aal live dates, 3 
dis cha perſon ſhe cotninued᷑ her cſtaney 
to for the longeſt time. Theif cunnection 
Hfted about vfive years, hund ũghtihae 
ſubſiſted longer o her pant, "who Was al- 
ways the firſt to change, if the accident 
wh Oral} be mentioned n n 1 


| nen was ybuñ e 5 . 
And Had much he air of a perſon « of quality. 
"His Higre * was altogether graceful and « en- 
gaging; and he had a great deal of wit, 
Vviraemy and dpirit. But, wich all ithefe a- 
Freeable qualities he was the mut irregu | 
Aut man in the Wortd, in affaire f gallantry. 
His chief : paſon Was women; but he 
was not very delicate in his choice; and 
Bren divided his addrefles Between the 
moſt er viral, and the moſt homely 
wald. 

© Befidvs, "hich 1 eat / ln c fe 
and * a lover, but eee of Wo- 
den' s 


o nο 5. ENLOs 1 


MM chest by his ann, he was jealoysto 
the laſt. degree. He was ſometimes ſo au- 


_ ealy.,obave Madame de 1Enclos, c 
while ſhe, was gt his o honſe jn the cou 


2 here he hyed with him for three 
years, that he uſed-to hide: little boys un- 


der her bed at night, to-watch if any.rival 


was admitted when at 15. time he hap- 
79 515 to be abſent. 


* . 
i 1 16 noh * 


The Abbt Scarcon, no 
Joy + vas among the number of Madame 


de PEncloy' friends, threw aſide the gown 
iin the year 4651, and married Mademoi- 
aſelle d: Aubigns, , WhO was at that time, 
but ſirteen years od. Madame de I En- 


clos ſaon became acquainted wich her, and 


found her remarkably ſenſible and agreea - 
ble for a young woman of her age. In a 
5 e time e n n 
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N with her, ad 4s Monſieur Scarron's for- 
tunes, by his quitting the church, had 
deen reduced very low, the often jent her 
money, after the moſt g 1erous "manner; 
and ſhewed her in dthe things" many i in- 
| ſtances of friendſhipy? Wen mie wide under 
the greareſ bre G . „ 86 e e 


* IS £155; SF * Ji b Ci ** 
8 Ninon nd W re- 
/ pent her of this connection 3 for the lovely 
| Scarron, Who was. abow entry pears 
younger than Herſelf, We her back with a 
fort of involuntary! ingratitude, by aliena- 
ting from her the heart of de V illarcraux, 
as was hinted above. Madanie del Enclos 
was conſiderablypiqued at firſt, and hear- 
tily repented the indiſcretion of making an 
intimate companion of a woman ſo much 

e than herſelf; But, ſhe had a ſpirit 
in every thing. —She was perſuaded of Ma- 
ns: Scarron's innocence, ſhe knew. from 
* own . that lovers are not pe- 


— 


- 
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frennialu. She ſoon renne reconciled ty 

her, and- continued ever. after. one of the. 
ſincereſt; of her friends. And after . the - 
death of Monſieur Scarron, which happe- 
ned in 1660, the ſympathy of their taſte 5 
and humours became ſtronger ties to ce- 


ment a fonder union: ſo that for ſome 5 


time, they lived intireſy together, ſharing, 


: the ſame houſe and the ſame bed. 


J Madame Scarion, being afterwards rai· 
{ed to che moſt elevated ſituation of life, _ 
never forgot the many inſtances of friend- 
ſhip from Madame de FEnclos; and fought 
frequent. occafions. of ſhewing a a Pede | 
ſenſe,of, >. e e ?; 


— a 1 


Madame de VEtclos nac © 556 * de 


i ber former, but of 2 ſingular character 


Vinarreaux, who was more fortunate than 


He was named de la Boiſſiere. But as the 


Odunt eck Ettdes immediately ſucceeded de 
Villarceaw he uſed to claim this child as 
a oi. * 


v 
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m om; and after fevernt years dupute : 


upon eins pott, not being able to fix the 
dates of their reſpective claims,” they one 


day apteed to thtody dice, in order ti deter- 
Minis their ptetenfions. THe lot fell to the 
Count' Eibe who'beconifig afterwards 
Nareſclial of France, and vice-adthiral; pur 
vhis adoption in the matine, and togk's Eats ] 


to advance lis forkxues. 


| I Ktontieur dt 1 Behifars' . ef 
i 28 ak Toulen; he wis'a vety od 
| officer, of Sod markable bravery, aud highly 
 efteemedin Fo navy. Muſic was his only 
amuſement, which he had an extraqrdinary = 
Paſſion for, though he did nat underſtand 
it, nor was even acquainted with. the notes. 
He had in Kiekouſy: a very large ſeparare 
apartment, which he dedicated to / the God 
ef Harmony, and was furniſhed with every 
kind of muſical inſtrument. Here he uſed | 
; 3 all che n 20 
| OM | Abrough 1 5 


* 
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through Boulob, in their way to, France, 
from Italy, or back again, and: after rega> 
lng them plemifully. with, champaigne, 


be would have 2 concert performed: fon 


_ himſelf alone, and baver deſired any other 
company. "Hp dice unniartiediar, r i 
ee 1 1727 5 


aue pk the OO | 
65d, ip. years, ys the declined. them< She 
was not to be wen but where: Ge pate 
- ticularly Led; and ſhe had no clever | 
opinion of bim. "She uſed to fay, that he, 

1 Fd 3 ! of a dove, a pl of 
£ wet p I. ang, a heart 
8 5 8 5 e ſouſe now:; in 
Ok 

--Þ " She had formerly endeavoy 2d 


3; 775 


8 ghar > b 


> hd Maes 
125 . 2 wh @ hes 


yond a all 1 ene _ 
? 
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. put a littie life and ſpirit into him, by 


$ correſpondence | ſhe entered into with him 5 : 


on the ſubject of gallantry. Her letters 


indeed, are allowed to be Chef d Oeuvres, 


for wit and ſentiment, by the concurrent 
1 applauſe: af all the ingenious writers ſince 
her time: but his, haye not been tranſ- 
mitted to us, as not being deemed worthy 
of the preſs. Nor are they at all neceſſary 
to illuſtrate hers, as ſhe moſtly quotes 
thoſe ane from teat "which her own 
refer to. . L IE? fo 


| Madame 5 PEnclos* zh, 17 fine years 5 
of age, when the famous I ohn Bannier, 
nearly related to the kings of Suden, 
threw himſelf at her rags . This was the 
| perſon, who v 15 afterwards killed i in a duel, 
; of London, by Prince. i of h 
| in I 686. : 
„ Her letters follow i in . courſe of this . 
E and will probably make the beſt pare of the reader” s 


r N 1 „„ ah LORE 


— 
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* But the laſt of cher. lovers upon- record, 
and the moſt. extraordinary of her gallant 
adyentures, was the ſtory. of the Abbẽ : 
Gedoine, which. is perhaps, the moſi 
— Ring! of this kind, that ever was 
7 55 Gage amour between them 
1 5 at chat ft time, 3 the did not 
ſeem pleaſed. with; a and he ſtaid longer 
away than he had promiſed,, at parting. . 


When he came to ſee her, on his return, 
« My dear Abbé, ſald the, the ſhorteſt 
« follies a are the belt. 1h Xrceive, ſomewhat 1 
« too late, that it was an abſurd ſtep in 
n me to accept "of your addreſſes. at this 
* ape of life. I would not carry on the 
_ %frolick-. farther. - Let us fairly: quit each: 
# other chis inſtant, and take Aare for: 2 
Km reſt of our lives. 0 av: - 


is ftory has AI told i in the Warld, 
| 25 5 it was quoted before, in the landete, to- 


eee e ate W ets | 
1 wel 1 E 35 e rns, ; 


— 
en 


— 
— 


BE EG Re, 
bed : 
neg} f — Bo * 
— — 
1 
* 


Kore, inſpired a 
ve, with a real 
4 who quitted him, and made the firſt 
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Thus, after having ut the age ef Wur- 
young man of twenty⸗ 
Paſſion for ber; it was 


motion of breaking off. The Abbé was. 
— affected at this rupture bowever 
he continued to. viſit, to love and eſte Y 
Ber, during the remainder of her life; but 
from that time had” never tlie leaſt com- 
meree with her, errept as a friend. wy 


> r. 1 
She never dri any * but water, 
though ſhe eat very beartily; and was ſo 
gay * lively during her meals, that . 
2 1 to. * her 3 Ls. 6 rd | 


CD, ; 
1 * 
** 


She loved: every. he ths eltee nt :the, 
de to ſay, but i nge nuouſſy confeſſed, chat 
the did not bean thoſe * oed 5 


* # 8 
217 7 % 
© 245 
Rs, 
l © hb © 
| *** 


their. ance, t ed they Shove | 
n MS little 
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kerl elſa to be vain af: wits vun them: 
felves upon their talents, - becauſe: they 
imagine them to be ſingular. But perſan 


_ nf good ſenſe are never proud of any 
| ts; ing. And: though. ſhe had during the 


le courſe of her life, been treated with : | 


ihe greateſt reſpect and complaiſanee by 
| petfony' bf the bigbeſt rank} e 6 
have flattered the vanity of any "other | 
woman; it did not in the leaſt affect her. | 
She knew well the value of ſuch fort- of 
wings, and rated them accordingly. And 
in reality, the was neither infolent, nor 
vain, nor envious: ſhe was however, : 
 paturally jealous of other Women's Hsrit 
W was hep ly e Pt 


Chriſtina, Queen of Suede, vie eb 
Be. to Paris in 4 where ſhe re ri remained for 
two. years, was charmed with the conver-- 
Kation of Madame de#Enclos, and deglared. 
a . to de. Le * * 2 


— 


- 


* 
* 
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towards ber. but ſuf 
away, without hey + icio 205 


e admi OE: 


had not met iht any woman in Bae 
whom ſhe liked or admired ſo much as the 


a en, Ninonz which was ere 


it 516 3242 


" Chriſtina loaded her with preſents and : 


n ac and took all the pains in her 
power, to prevail on her, to go. with her 


to Rome. But, praiſes only render thoſe 
"giddy, who are, not much uſed to them,— 
They did not make; Ninon vain... "She 
returned her majeſty a great many thanks 
for.the kind at at ſhe had expreſſed 


ber to tra gang: 


C5 # * 


— 4 2 
5 n % 82 © 
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She Had büt an indi86rejir' of of inion 0 & 
mankind in. Seel and has ſaid that 
when ſin knocks with a purſe of. - gold at 


7 2 2 


the. door of bk to is s very. EF 


182 — | 3 "Iu 2127 51 [1.73 


"Shs had a. g 
l the ene her life in writing, in 


1 a | JON 3 px VENCLOS. 83 | 


: fiend & * we ſhould have been in 
poſſeſſion of one inſtance at leaſh; to prove 
modern wit equal to the moſt refined 


genius of antiquity. 1 ſhall here amuſe 


you with ſome more of her rhoughts ap 
Various flit. OE | 


They are live, to be pier an. 
ned who are obliged to have. recourſe to. 
religion for the conduct of their lives. 
Tis a ſign they have either a narrow foul, 
or a corrupt heart. ru 1 


* 


2 Large hands and a big = ae certain 
fighs of ignobillty: 


| Beauty without grace i is A a hook with- 
out a bait. 5 | 


; ' Wrinkles a are, beer brd, on ve bed 
than the forth ea, 

We ſhould make e 15 fook, 
but never for pleaſure 3 ; which we ſhould 23 
ck ertem pere. e wh 


ad * 1 —— — 
— p 
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| A woman ould never; eake a lover 
. e the conſent of her heart 1 nor an 
huſband without the concurronce of her 
reaſon.. e eee * 8118 0 85 1 - 
There i is nothing i in Sar 90 various 28 
the 9 of 85 and | they. are 


Ee e M74 1 Ii e 


The poets. were 1 to farnilh Cupid | 
Vith 2 torch, or bow and Arrow ; for the 
power of that deceit is ns. Led to 
his blindneſs. : + 


: Lobe deſtroys 9 and; oa | n 
» irs turn, puts an end.to love. „ 


| It requires infinitely a greater ei to 
[ love, than to make war. 


There are certain privileged fopks, Mo 
are capable of finding in love domes reaſons | 


tor Aill loving „ 


Hoy unhappy are e women 1 
_ ex: 


1 - _ © 
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ur theie moſt invererme enemy An buf ; 
band 'tyranaizes; a lover diſhonours and 
deſpiſes them. Watched on all ſides, 

thwarted in all things; ever in fear and 
in conſtraint without ſupport or ſuccour 
with a number of lovers, but not one 
friend. Is it then to be wondered at, that 
they ſhould become a compound of hu- 1 
| AN diſſimulation and Caprice >, 5 


| "Bbw" Had: hs den 10 Monfieur de Se. 
e ben that ſhe returned thanks every 

nighe to God, for the ſtrength of her 

mind, and prayed every morning to pre- 
0 ir from the weakneds of her heart. 


9 cn was the oldeſt of her 
| Giends: : he had never been one of her 
lovers, but was always enamoured of 
der wit, ſenſe, and; taſte, and above all, 
of what Phitefophic turn which ran 

' chrough” alt her refletions, fentiments,. 


z NIAID * 


pieces. 


— 
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pieces to ber, boch in were and proſe, chat 
may be found among his works; particu- 
larly, an excellent. diſcourſe on the morals. 
of Epicurus, wifich- he dedicated o her, 
under the title of The modern Leontium:; 
alluding to a lady of that name at; Athens, 
famous for her gallantties and pbiloſophys 
= which ſhe ſtudied under Epicurus. 
14 Madame de TEnelos happened to yawn 
one day, at the reading of a tedious oration 
that the Abbẽ Tallemont had ſpoken upon 
his reception into che Freneb academy: 
St. Evremond, who was preſent, wrote 
1 few extemporary lines, which turned upon 


this metaphor, that the Rures of rhetoric 
1 11 very inſi pid“ after "thoſe of Aretin. s 


30 80-5197} -: 203797 - 

2 1 Pere diOrleans,; a;Jeſuit,, author of | 

the Revolutions: of England, and many 

other wtitings,, ſaid to cher one day, on 

account of ſome: ien 0 n. bie 3 
bad neces 0s; ded. 


oY 


_ 
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5 ber bene 4 Madam, while you are | 
: iting for conviction, make a ſacrifice 
| «of your incredulity to God.“ Fontenelle 
Th om ſhe mentioned this particulars | 
cold it afterwards to Rouſſrau, who has | 
made it the ra of Gus ef His OS. 


— 


1 2 iT; * 


= frlend ;of FOR came one a to 
make her a confidant of his a- for 
one of the fineſt women at court. * Sir, 
| 1 ſaid hey it muſt, be by, the higheſt re- 
& ſpect a1 d. afſiduity,, extreme complai- : 
«{ance, R and con ſtant, homage, that you 
4 can expect | to mare the great love and 
« admiration,. © which your miſtreſs has | 
FE. bee en. all alfead inf ired with—for her own | 
« „beauty. 1 50. her inceſſantly of . 
W * her e arms, and but ſeldom of your 


* 3 * 
1 


enn 


e paſſion : for be affured, that ſhe is an 
0 hundred times more pleaſed with the 

«-loyelineſs of her own perſdn, than ſhe 

<P poſſibly * with all the beauty of 
.your 


. | 


f 


| * ſhould: ſurrender, ta; yaur. ſallicitatigns, 
© remember; that in, yielding. up her 
4 heart, ſhe has:depoſited. in your hands, 
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« your. ſentiments. But, if ever the 


<« the whole. happineſs of her life 3 chat 
* ſhe has. intruſted you with your honour 
6 and repoſe z and hath thus rendered 


„you the abſolute ſovercign of her deſ- 


tiny. How wort e t ae 
Aueh a confidence!" 2 e 


teſs de la Suze, the Counteſs. de Henne, 
the Marchioneſs de Caſtelnay, the Mar- 
chioneſs de la Fertẽ, the Dutcheſs de 
Sully, the Counteſs de Fieſg que, Madame 
Fayete, Madame Scarron, Madame Choify, l: 
Madame de Sevig gneé, Madame de Grig- 
nan her anti, Madame du Tort, Ma 
dame de Colange, the Marchioneſs | of 


\ Herr rinci jpal Pee, were Wl Cones 


| Thea lady that was muationcd now bp. 79. E 
> ; 4 win 14 15 8 % 6, ; 9. or 40 ee Lam- 
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Eambert,e the Dutcheſs de Beuillon- 
Mancini, Lady Sandwich, and a number 
more of . w the” deſt Lee in 
France. T6 1 


| This famous! women Sear Paris, on 
be ſeveriteently of October 1706, aged 
ninety years and five ne 1 mourned 
and regretted b all her friends and ac. 
queintance. 10 iv of her alone, that' one 
might fly with truth, that ſhe — — | 
 frved tile flowers: of ſpring; even till the 
anvinn was paſt; and: thar. time, which 
defaces- all thinge, few ofer ber charms, 
Ike an arrow in the air, without —_— 


any trace, of its paſſage behind. 


The Abbe Chateauneuf wrote an epi- 
the bor her, in verſe; which [concludes 


. with chis character, that he had the charms | 


© She was the author of foveral very ingenious | 

_ traits, which a8 well as Madame do Sevigne's let- | 

vn, are moſt enn . Engliſh. 
" : WY 


of Venus," -with the it of: an RY "FR ts 


has alſo drawn her character at large, very : 
_ finely, and1 ſhall Jubjoin it here, en your . 


further entertainment.. „ e ate 


„ As ſoon: as any ;perſon-; Ccame ac- 
| quainted with Madame de IEnclos, they 
immediately rendered juſtice, both to her 

merit and her charms, a 18 
erying out, in their min 


„ What 


K gancel het beauty l. graces that: am 


through the ſoul! what have I hee > do- 


ting all the reſt of m fe, which I have ö 
E ſuffered to paſs: _ yithout nol 600 2 
4 « or khown her?®, ws AU eee e 


She always plac to you ns Wel 
laſt, that ſhe did at firſt: and ag ſhe ever 
preſerved the charms of her lively wit, cher 

and ſhe attained even in her youth, that 


conyerſation was youthful at fo 


4 LEES 
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r 5 


ere bs's confalion” of theology, An . 


eee tac 18ded > Aoi: "0% b | 
* 


could not avoid 


F504 8 5 : 3 4 : 8 5 : - | 
of NINON ve zENCLOS! 3 
| Or NINON pz L'] 93 il 


 Glidiry of ſenſe and judgment which in her 
advanced years appeared to be the fruit of 
age and experience; ſo that many ſenti- | 
ments and refletions'of hers when ſhe was 
alvery young woman; may be repeated 
now, to prove that. ſhe! was capable of res- 
ſening at an age when others are ſcarce ca- 
pablec of thinking. In a a word, the ſtrength 
of her foreſight had Joined, the future to 


| ie Pe under c WE TEN: . 


9. 
«4 LOL 
4. 24 TY . e 189 * 


1 he? age pg often changed its kalte, 
during ber kent); ; and faſhion did not ex- 
ert ker empire lefs upon the ways of think. 
"ng. "thah it did upon the modes of dreſs. 
However Madame de FEnclos conformed | 
herſelf ſuccefliyely to the different t manners, 
Wirhout being different from herſelf; and 
ls always in the faſhion without copying 
any body. She had her o ſenſe, and not that 
orf the rimés; and when one has the hap | 
Nee SO ſenſe in them. 
n e ſelves. 


— 
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{clves, they have the beſt ſenſe o all times. 
An fine, mothing but that equa ; 
1 ſolid and agreeablequalities which the poſ- | 
ſeſſed, could have ipreſerved that conſtaat 
tenor of approbation and ſteem hieb he 
Do remarkably e e whole 


eee | - 


She never affected to a; ppear 8 
but on the contrary, to claim all the privi- 
leges and immunities of "ignorance; and 
though ſhe had both read and digeſted a 
great deal, ſhe ſeldom remembered what 
the. had read; but had a ſingular kind. of 
recollection; which was, that bene ver 


any hiſtorical. fact, * verſe, or any other 


paſſage, happened to have a. relation, o 


Whatever ſnie, or- any body elſe was con- F 


verſing about, they immediately gecurred 
to her mind ;-and. then became as it were 
ber own, by the. uſe or. application ſhe 
made of the eher alte, and p- 
vg! | | * 


f d. NIKON or ENULOS. » 


ow 
them. 


of; ** citliculos edn or ahm beat 
adventure happened within her knowledge 
or obſervation, at any time © of her due, ſhe 
never forgot the leaſt particular of them 
that was entertaining. And, with what 
ſpirit and humour would ſhe relate them 
What would be but a ſimple tale from che 


e ew from the turn the ae | 


recital of another, became from her de- _ 


ſoription, a perfect ſcene. The very ac- 
ron itſelf; both from the juſtneſs of che 
characters, and the exactneſs and brevity 
of the ſtory, in which one could find — 
chung to add,' ot ro'diminiſh. 1 : 


_ Moliere eee to mea 3 
relating to her, a few days. before he. 8 
ubitec big Faroe to the public. jr 
were, in con y together, where = 


is Dur fey the" Non! Joror is taken · fon this 


®. , 
— Sv - 
4 i& = $4 7 
. 


converſation 


, 


7 
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con verſation happened. to. turn upon the : 


| ſubject of mimickry; ; and a perſdn aſked 


him the reaſon, why the fame ridicule that 


had eſcaped us in the orig ginal character, 


ſhbuld afterwards ſtrike us ſb ſtrongly in 


the copy © He anſwered, that it was be- 
cauſe we perceived it then, by the eyes of 


the mimic, which were quicker than our 


own; For, added he, tbe talent f ſeeing 
with ones v_ny ges, N n e 


«as * 1 1 
* oF i (8 EE 425 4 *ItJ 17 ; 3 75 945 


Upon which pins” are} he, mentioned ö 


1 | Madame de FEnclos to us, as the perſon | 


world, upon whom a ridiculous | 
e the quickeſt and maſt lively 


impreſſion. : He told us. that he had read 
his Tartuffe to her ſome time before z for 


he uſed always to conſult her upoi every | 
piece he writ; as indeed did all the wits of 
| ther age; but ſhe paid hit back his enter. 
tainment- by relating an ad 0 
. _ formerly vb an vnn. of * 


5 
14 & 
1 _—_ 
ww 
* 
5 
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ſame kind; whom ſhe deſeribedi in'ſo ſtrong” 
and [pifinre/que a; manner, that he aſſured 
us if he had not finiſhed his play, he would 
never have attempted it; as he would 

have defpiired of being able to produce 
charaktet on the ſtage, "> highly drawn as 

the Tartuffe of Madame de FEnolos. = 


87 


A8 ſhe was fo quickly ſtruck with the 
abſurd part of characters, it was not ſur 
prizing that ſhe was capable of deſcribing 
them ſo well: but, it muſt ſtill be matter 
of wonder that ſo dangerous a talent ſhauld 
never happen to be the cauſe of her loſing 
any one friend. But, people were always 
diſpoſed: to accept every thing in good part, 
from a perſon who never ſpared any thing 
that was amiſs in herſelf; and who was al- 
ways the firſt to correct in her own beha- 
viour, whatever gave offence in another's. 
She was beſides, ſo, much above envy or 
ill nature, ſhe had given ſo many proofs of 
the generous and humane diſpoſition of 
her heart, and-her friendſhip was ſo eſti- 


— 


8 -—  #*# 0 mable. a 
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mable, that her railleries were rather ac- „ 
cepted as gempr anc n n as 


| reproaches, 3241. : ii i an 4 
"The firſt dt that 1 & YEnclos 


amade of reaſon, was to free the mind from 
common prejudices: She very early began 
to apprehend that both men and women 
were ſubject equally; to the ſame moral: 
according to which maxim, which ſhe 
made the rule of her conduct, through the 
courſe of her life, ſhe could never be in- 
duced, either from cuſtom or example, 
to indulge herſelf in falſhood, ill nature, 
ſcandal, envy, or any of theſe worthleſs 
qualities, which tho* common to women, 
do nevertheleſs  diſhonour their charac- 


OM Madame. de I'Enclos 5 is pebeahn debt 1 in her 
maxim; for there certainly: is no ſuch diſtinction in 
religion as a male and female fſeriptare but ſhe is dan- 
gerouſſy wrong in the inference ſhe ſeems to have 

Arawn from it; for the reaſoning on this head ſhould 

be tor hain, rs we Women er. i 


TY 2 


— ters, | 
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ters, and offend en wa Sel of. civil. 
e 33 | bg; 


7 
1 


But ibptincipts which aw her code _F' 
: of the human Paſſions and foibles accor- | 
ding to what they are in themſelves, inde- 
| "pendent of gender, made her condemn 
them with an equal ſeverity i in both ſexes; 
for which reaſon, ſhe abhorred that unjuſt 
and tyrannical- cuſtom in men, of arroga- 
ting to themſelves a. vain triumph upon - KW! 
that adventure to which they affix infamy 
in women: arbitrarily, and contrary to all 
| ſenſe and moral, reducing their virtue to a 
fingle point. As if integrity of life and 
manners, which comprehends the whole, 
was. abſolutely interdicted to chem. N 


. The Abbe 1 has deſeended here tos 

: very mean and unfair common place ſarcaſm. The 
worthleſb qualities he attributes to us are no more 

5 Peculiar to women than to men: they are vices com- 
mon to all weak, baſe or uneducated minds, whether 

| male or female; and are as frequently to be met witn 

(i in cheir ſex as ours; but with the addition of ſome 
| r, and more N erimes, on their part. 
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prejudice not only falſe in its principle, 
but ſo much the more dangerous, as it has 
often been productiye of the moſt ſhocking 
misfortunes of their lives; for, having 
once happened to fail in what they have 
been taught to deem their principle, nay 
almoſt ſole obligation, they are apt, too 
haſtily, generally to conclude, . that they 
have no other duty to regard; at leaſt, the 
world does fo for them; and become 
_ therefore, careleſs about every thing elſe. 


” cc Sbe ſets, like ſtars which fall, to riſe no more. 


This gave oecaſſon to che Duke de Roche- 
faucault, to enter it down among his col. 
lection of maxims, that pi fault in u 
4 woman, ' was her frailty. By which is 

ant, that as the A is at preſent con- 
ſtituted, with regard to this particular, 4 
is more regular, and perhaps more diffi- 
cult, to ſtop at that fingle weakneſs, than 
even to get the better of it. as RO 

But, if Madame de PEncles deals = 
War a" 10 danger 


f 
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"th by making an amour the higheſt 
crime of women, ſeemed to leave them at 
liberty to abandon themſelves to every o- 


| "ther; ; the equally oppoſed the romantic 


error of thoſe, who under the title of a 
noble paſſion, would ele vate love to the ae. 
nvity of a virtue. She conſidered. it, as it 
really is, a tranſitory taſte, founded 80 | 
and the illuſion. of the ſenſes, an inconſide- 
tate affectian, tho a bewitching one, which 
by its peculiar charms, ſoftens all the 
cares, and ſweetens the bitterneſs of life; 
and which alone ia capable of filling up all 
thoſo eraving voida that every other paſſion 
8 leaves aching in our breaſta. However, 
a caprice only, or fortuitous ſenſatian the 
continuance of which depends neither upon. 
dur elves or others : ſubject to inconſtancy,. 
| 10 TING and free 


4 ently to repentance. 
Un ie whole. ſhe uſed. ſam up her 


plilephy an this head, wich cancluding 
had as this paſſion takes its riſe meerly from 


ad: accidental turn of mind, or a critical 


un F. 3 — 


— 


102 Taz LIFE AND CHARACTER 


diſpoſition of humours, ir. did not denote : 
the leaſt merit in the beloved object, and 
was. therefore, no manner of compliment 


to it. Conſequently, had no ſpring to raiſe 
our Vanity, nor any right to exact return. 


e quite 


But her notions of friend 5 


; contrary to theſe. - She beſtowed. all her 


confidence and eſteem upon this high - pri- 
_ zed connection. This, ſhe acknowledged 


to be a noble, liberal and elevated paſſion; 
in which generous commerce ſhe would 


not admit the leaſt infidelity, inconſtaricy, 


or reſerve; and would oſten declare to her 


lovers, that e eee e to 
> $199 er as her friends. I 


To des this ies Ba extra- 
ordinary woman has ſhewn the world, that 
a delicacy and a moral may be preſerved 
evenin libertiniſm. She extended the ca- 


reer of gallantry beyond all former” prece- f 


dents; and continued to be the object of 1 


| admiration _ and pas for almoſt 
a cen 
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a century ; and both her lovers and her 
friends were perſons of the higheſt rank or 
ſtation in France. But, ſhe never engaged 
in any one amour upon this conſideration; 
her gallantries were all diſintereſted; for 
ſhe thought that there were in love itſelf, 
ſufficient reaſons. for loving. She never 
permitted her lovers any ſort of liberality; 
and was ſo nice in this particular, as to re- 
fuſe even the ſmalleſt preſent, which ſhe 
would, perhaps, have made no ſeruple of 
pan from the hands of another. 


| She liked however, to have her. Jovers: 
generous in-themſelves, though ſhe herſelf 
declined any advantage from it ; 3 As ſhe eſe 
teemed it the character of a great and libe-- 
ral ſoul. The generoſity of true lovers, bag 
| ſhe uſed. to fay, is only an ingenious atten- 
tion, dictated by a ffoble and delicate ſen- 
ſation, which is fond, by little aſſiduities, 
to entertain the graces of love, gages? a- 
larming i its Pleaſures.) RE 


nn . is very in entoutly and delicately 
0 * 4. | ima 
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[Saws herſelf naturally generous ; 3 ſhe 
loved to give, and did it always with moſt 
admirable grace; for ſhe ſhewed a pleaſure 
not a pride in giving. Her pride was bet- 
ter ſhewn in refufing the gifts of others; 


and when thoſe who had” been the lovers of 


Her youth, attempted to make her conſi- 


derable preſents when age had diminiſhed 
| imagined and expreſſed; though the ſenſeof it is not 


obvious enough to every apprehenſion, | J will give 
che original words, that the reader may pick his own 
ſenſe out of them. LA brett. des. uralt amaniy 


 difoittlle, weft autre choſe gu une att ention Ingenieuſe 


Aids par une ſimſariom noble & delicate, gui ſo plait & a 
 entretenir, par dus petit: foints les . a "Row 


ao allarmer ſes plaifirs. 


What I take Ninon to have intended . was 5 to 
point out that fine addreſs with which a polite lover 


ſhould behave tow ard his miſtreſs, for fear of offend - 
Top againſt a certain delicacy of ſentiment, pecu- 
Har to generous minds. Swift gives a definition of 


A preſent to a ſuperior, in which light a miſtreſs is 
hs to be conſidered ; ſomething of ſmall value, 


Gut not cafily to be bad for money.. A - gallant lover 
'  Hould ever attend to this nice point, leſt his gifts 


| Gould aſſume the air of bribe ad of profentt. 


8 a 5 ber 4.) 


ber og = impaired * kd. a 
her chatities had ſtreightened her forxtunes, 


ſhe. was, woe affected with the nobleneſs 


Nie ſegtiments, than the liberality of 


: mage F945, link 4 ys returned them 
on the inſtant; as her ſpirit was aboye re- 


eeixing any. thing from the hands of love, 
gr cen theſe, af friendſhip, - 


People who ſaw Madame de YEnttos 605 


 the-firſt tige, toward the latter end of her 
lie. Nate ſaprized at the appearance; 3 


that grave mien, and reſpectable counte ; 


nance, where ſenſe and philoſophy alone 


ſeemed to haue taken their ſeat. They 
copfeſitd that they ſought in vain for thoſa 


bęauties whichcthey. had formed ſo agreea- 
he an idea of ; and that they could ſcarcely: 
Perce ive — of that charming Ninon. 


whom the world had formerly been fo much 
engmaured of. But, norwithſtanding ber 
great; age, if one examined her eyes, they 
would perfectly agree with the Abbe. Ge- 
dine, who” faic, That one might in 

8 F 3 ns, them: 


TAC 
Y + 4.6 _ 


&, Y 
* 
- o 
Yd 
i. 
RAY — > 


- 
i oY” SE -$ _ 


* i ; 

"Us BF ©. = * . a bh. es, 7 * 4 as, 

4 > at * . 4 0 on * 1 2 F d- of * og — 
106 Tur LIFE AND CHARAC TER 


« them, even at ninety, read the whole 

« hiſtory of her life.” What effects then 
muſt they have been capable of producing, 
when enlivened with alt the fire and ſpirit 
of youth! when accompanied with a lively 
and ſmooth complexion, a Perſon 'of dig- 
nity and caſe, with'a grace in all her move- | 
ments, and particularly i wi Oar which. k 
no woman ever equallec * of „ 


One may well ended that alf cheſs 
, * animated with a tmind and foul. 
Anke hers, muſt have been perfectly capa- 

ble of engaging: all hearts. In fine one 
cannot tos often repeat what has Beef 
many times ſaid of her befdte, * Thar ſhe | 
had joined all the virtues of dur ſex t the 
e charmis of her own in ſpite of hl! 
gender ſhe had raiſed herſelf ene 4 
| of the moſt illuſtrious mens : 


18 71 Ct 


Do the, latter one; of he 44" her 7 
houſe was become the reſort of . Wor- 


1 Here is another i bereue 
4 W our ſex. | © 


oer NINON ps LENOLOS. 1 


thy and polite of both ſexes in the kings 
dom; as alſo of the moſt learned or diſtin- | 
guiſhed perſons in the republic of letters. 

Her apartments were eſteemed the center 
of good company; and the moſt ſtrift and 
virtuous parents uſed what addreſs they 
could, when their ſons began to enter into 
the world, to gain them the advantages of 
being admitted into ſo improving and reſ- 
pectable a ſociety: But high birth or the 
ſtrongeſt recommendations, were often vain | 
pretenſions; for it required a great deal of 

real merit, beſides a long ſollicitation, be- 


fore any one could arrive at that honour. . 


The Abbe Froquicte told me a particu- 
lar once, that may be mentioned very pro- 
perly in this place. She had complained 
to him in a jeſting way, of her having made 
one bad purcbaſe, as ſne termed it, on the 
opinion of her friends; and was moſt ſtu- 
 pidly over-reached by. their inſtances. | It: 
was. with regard to Monſieur REmonde, . 


nicknamed the Greek, becauſe he Was well: 
F 6. ſkilled 
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| filled in that language, and had built a 
| houſe upon a Grecian model, that was un- 


inhabitable. She uſed to ſay of him, 1 


& have many things to be difpleaſed at with 
_ ©'myſelf, but there is one that has mor- 
1 have 


ec tified me more than all the reſt: 
_ bought Remonde, and find out too Ws; 
« that he will never gulf . 12 80 


He Ss 5 1 n e e vhs FP 21 


ut, the reiterated requeſt. of ſome of his 


friends,, who always ſpoke of him as an 
accompliſhed perſon. But, after the firſt 


impolition was over,, and that ſhe began 
to open her eyes upon ſo much boaſted 


merit, the declared that ſhe had ben made 4 


che dupe” of his Greek eredition;: lamented. 


the time ſhe had thrown away- in endea - 


vouring to poliſh his manners; and in fine, 


declared him baniſhed: from her porch, 


becauſe all his ſenſe and wien, p- 


X 1 * read Nas, in 2 Lond” ire is a 


| paſſage quoted from Homer, * of one of his works 


* 
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Thus far the Abbs Chateauneuf; to 
which I ſhall add an extract from nn 
| ee nnen gu, Late 


3 did not know N * P Enclos, 
fays he, in the prime of her irt beauty; but 
at fifty years of age, nay after ſeventy, the 
had lovers fond of her to adoration ;' and 
perſons of the firſt quality in France were 
her moſt affectionate friends. For my oma | 
part, I 'do-affirm, that I never knew any $ | 
voman in my life ſo-perfe&tly worthy of 

eſteem, +" ans ne * N | 

| _ b fs ds gout Þ 


N «She. aſſembled abquther people of e 
beſt ſenſe and talents, who were collected 


together by the charms of her converſation, 
and- politeneſs of her manners; and her 
houſe, even in the laſt age af her life,. 


Was <vhanes the any ons in Felis, where 
; that 3 is- loſt, pretty ' much t the * — this farcafin: 


of Ninon'z. It is thus tranſlated in proſe; He lacau 
wag hs but knevo them all amiſe." - 1 


ban 
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2 might enjoy a liberal — of 
wit and letters, and where one could paſs 
| away whole winter evenings, . Wes 
 _ r or Py e 


Kerk has of ninety, her: company. was 
ſtill ſought after, by the youngeſt perſons 
of gaiety, taſte and ſentiment: for to a 
ſoul naturally formed for -agrecableneſs, 7 

and which had never ſacrificed but to the 
graces; ſhe had joined a moſt admirable 
Judgment, inſpirited by the moſt lively 

imagination; and to an extreme age pre- 
ſerved ſuch. an air of youth: and beauty, 
that the Abbẽ Chaulieu uſed to ſay, Cupid 
bad retreated. even into "the Writ 5 4. i ter 
Eur TS 7.43 wy Wo 1 414-146 


t. When tie fovend Herſelf E drawing # near 

ker end, ſhe frequented her pariſh church 
as often as her health would permit, as in- 
deed ſhe uſed to do, all her life: ſhe made 
| a general confeſſion, and received the ſacra- 


| ment on her. death bed wich all the ſenti- | 


0 NINON br LENCLOS. 1x: 


ments of an unfeigned piety,” She died 
with all her ſenſes perfect, and even with. 
the fame livelineſs of wit, for which ſhe 
was! remarkable doring her whole life“ 


1 have here; moſh fair Eugenia, collec-- 
ted for your entertainment, every thing I 
- could learn, either of the life or character 
of this moſt charming and extraordinarywo · 
man; which I have copied from the: anec- 
dotes ſupplied to me by Monſieur de Fon: 
renelle, the Abbe Fraquiere, Abbe Ge- 
doine, Chateauneuf, La re &c. who 


nen intimate friends. einge 75 
. 6 1 58.“ ir 1 x . " 1 Tx 3 
adi? give. you m V memoits, "and: my au- 


thonitics, and am, Machen. with admira- 
ö 
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1H peak you ben n Nemein od 


Character of Magame de VEnclos, as 
well as J could Pick them up, out of :the 


ſeveral detached pieces whielv aro olledte : 


of difficulty to — 2 confibent froryrond 


_ deſcription of her frem the various accounts. | 
of different writers: : Thave laboured to re- 
 concile ſeyeral con] Wee Have left out 

v rep bal the” Tithe 
things in other words; and have neglected 
other particylars,. that would neither have 
enlarged her Memoirs, nor have enter- 


- me: paſſages* 'wh 


tained the reader. 


% 


The rattan I code: ofe of; was abies T 


N over all the papers. which any way re- 
| lated * 
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kin: to i ummdinsey woman; and | 


when: I had made myſelf perfectly miſtreſs 
of the ſubje&, I digeſted the whole of her 


life and character into as regular and con- 5 


ſiſtent a ſeries as I was able. Upon the 
whole, I may be ſaid, rather to have re- 


uritten her hiſtory, than to 2 en. ; 


ted cher Bs _—_— > eee 08 
Now. with r regard. 0 the freedom and 


libertinifn of her principles, we are not to 
judge 09. ſtrictly about. the morals of a 
French lady, upon the point of gallantry; 


when it has ſo long ſince become, by the 
corruption of manners, a part of polite 
breeding among them, as 408: ' of 
nods fs within ci: 


1 4 not ſuppoſe . * 3 of : 


French women is formed upon this plan, 


with a view toward their following a licen- 


tious courſe of life; hut only as men of 


fortune breed their ſons to the law, meerly 


to put them on their guard * the chi- 
| canery of the law itſelf. . Howe. 


—— 


— 


p - 'L 


commode religion too, may be here taken 


ans + "Duc TRANSLATOR 


| However, this knowledge nes | 
- prompts women to adventure too hazardous 


a commerce with the other ſex, and the ; 
admiſſion of gallantry, though with the ; 
faving of one point, may leave perhaps, i ; 
too much temptation in the way of human b 
frailty. Add to this, that the free man- | 
ners in general of the polite part of the > 
French nation, ſerve. to ſcreen a woman * 


there from the imputation of circumſtances. 
leading to the very door of truth, which the 
ſlighteſt indiſcretion would NN che _ | 


"08 woman whom gs. + us with. 


he; are Tree tes defended 1 
out- works; and the indulgences, abſolu- 
* and redeemable penances of their 


into conſideration, and oppoſed to the 
ſtrict purity, and rational tenets of proteſ- 
tantiſm. But, this is no Place to enter into , 
a 1 OY of ys. FEISS. 5... 


1 a fine, I do not chink char the . polite 
. - © © ACCONÞ- 
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alle and Age" latitudes 
of a ſouthern education, are perfectly com- 
patible with true chaſtity or virtue. But 
then, it may ſeem as unfair to cenſure a 
French lady of faſhion for her gallantry, 
as it would he to condemn the fair Geor- 
_ gians., for ſupplying the ſeraglio's, when 
each is but part of ne commerce of 
their, reſpective nations. 1 


The only ſecurity i in ſuch eee Gases, 
ſeems to be the virtuous and happy ſtate 
of matrimony, contracted upon a perfect 
union of free choice and chaſte affection: 
but, alas! the early libertiniſm of men, 
which renders them diſſolute of manners, 
and ĩinconſtant of affections, too frequently 
diſſolyes this. charming connection, oo 


1139) TO! 313 5 1 1 21 31 13 
e Georgia —5 Olesch 2 a7 provinces © of Aba, re re- 
markable for the beauty of their women, The eaſt. | 
ern ſeraplio's are generally ſupplied from thence 3 
and on this account, inoculation was firſt introduced 
there, in order to preſerve or inſure the features and 
complexion of the ſultana's 5. | 
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ſets them looſe again, to be hurried down 
the foul current, and guided by the en 
gales of a corrupt and yitiated age. 


* have made theſe general e not p 

in ſtrictneſs as a Juſtifitation, but in fome j 
ſort as an apology, for the libertine life of 

our frail heroine. Perhaps, had ſhe been 

| educated i in our manners and- religion,” the 

might have left a more e6nfiftent character 

behind her; and not have been recorded 

both as an N and | diſgrace to our 2 8 


We :: 


3 33! FTE © > It TGT! Th ef. 2 i 


In the fre Bar ie L met att 

5 why a diologue, ſuppoſed to have: been 
held between Madame de F Enelos and 
Madame Maintenon; after ſhe was in ef- 
fect, and 1 believe in reality. Queen of 
France. It is written in the allowed cha- 
rafters. of them hoth;—in. the, free philo- 
ſophie ſpirit af one, and the gepining: un 
© 1 5 manner of the other.* . And 431 ima- 


© See her life i in * at ir, vis a... 


Peltaire. 3 TS notes! tn, 


|—Y, 


i 


. gine 
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gine it vil entertain my Englim reader, 
I ſhall ſepply bim "with, a erben df i * 
| ber“ 7 Þ! | | 


:% „ 


4 Diadgue aces. e Maneruwen 
: and Madame de L'Encuos, - 


MAIN.T.EN ON. 


My dear Ninon 1 have invited you to 
pay: me a: viſit in private : : you may per- . 
haps 1 imagine, that it is with a deſign of 
dazzling your eyes with my ſplendor. Far 
from it.—lt i is rather to receive conſolation | 
from you. 


—» wv 


& ENCLOS. 


* Conſolation, Madam ! you aſtonim 1 me. 
Iproteſt, that not having bad the honour 
of much intercourſe with you fince your 
arrival at ſuch ſupreme, grandeur, I really 
took it for granted, that you were com- 


e happy. MA 


e 


'e This piece 18 attributed to  Voluire, by the REN 
vl tor of the 2 þ 
MAIN. 


* 


50 | Tus TRANSLATOR 
MAINTENON. , 


©; Rot are of the general opinion: there 
are a ſort of people who would reſt ſatis- 
fied at that point. My ſoul is of a dif- 
ferent caſt. In ſhort, I have never ceaſed 
to regret your company, ſince we parted 
ME - - | 
* L. ENOTOoSs „ 

1 apprehend it. You feel, am idft all 
| your glory, a want of friendſhip : while | | 
I. who live only for that ſocial pleaſure, 


feel no paſſion of ambition. But, oath 41 
why have you forgot me ſo long? 4 : 


M A 1 NT E N O N. n 
Perhaps my fituation required it, bu, 
believe me, that among the difficulties 
which my elevation has ſubjt jected me to, 
Thave always looked u on this 4 281 
as the E 2 | 


i 


For my part, I have neither PER my 


Pee 3 nor my old friends. But, 
: l [i 


ro THE READER. | | . 119 


ky if you a are really as unhappy as you affirm, 


vou have en che whole Swank] of theme 
enV „ | | | 


4 


MAIN TE NON. 


Th was deceived myſelf, the firſt. Wie 
we uſed formerly to ſup together, at your 
| little houſe in Parliament-ſtreet, with De 
Villarceaux and- Nanboüillot, when the 
lowneſs of my fortunes was ſubject of me- 
lancholic reflection; if any one had pro- 


pheſied to me, You ſhall one day aſcend © 


« a throne ; the greateſt monarch of the 
« world ſhall place his chief confidence in 
« your counſels ; all his favours ſhall paſs 
« through your hands; you ſhall be ho- 
* noured like a queen: if, I fay, ſuch 
predictions had been made to me then, I 
ſhould have cried aloud, Their accompliſs- 
ments would overwhelm me with ſurprize and 
Joy! All this has already come to pals. 
Al was ſenſible of the ſurprize at firſt; 
but. have ever 88 een the e e 0 
win 25 5 : 


— 


r N. 
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L ENOCL OS. 


-Philowphers, perhaps, may give ou fl 

credit for all this: but the world will! 
hardly be brought to believe that you are 
unhappy; or ſhould they be ever convin- 
ced of it, they would certainly lay the 


whole blame upon yourſelf. 
M AINT E N ©. N. 


L. 288 


* 1 agree with you: but this error is ne- 
ceffary to the world. Men would not be 

at the trouble and hazard of raiſing them- 

ſelves above the common level, if they did 

not moſt ſtupidly conclude, that ſuperior 

| happineſs was the lot of ſuperior ſtations. 


Tou and 1 have both of us experienced 
. bee 


Why ſhould they not be deceived, as 
well as I? Every one is placed as chance 
directs, in different degrees of life; and 
all the ſubordinate ones imagine the higheſt 
felicity to be the portion of the bal 
1. rank. Whatan error! | TIS 


To THE- READER.” 1 121 


| pleaſures, more free from illuſion. But 
| pray now tell me how it comes to paſs 
that your condition of life ſhould happen. 
to render you ſo miſerable ? 5 


MAIN TEN O N. 


* my dear Ninon! ever ſince I was 
obliged to drop the freedom of that ap- 
pellation, for the formal addreſs of Madame 
de PEnclos, I ceaſed to be happy: my 
ſtation required me to aſſume a reſerve; 
this is ſufficient : my heart became a void 
my mind was under conſtraint; I a# in- 
deed the firſt perſonage of France, but 

tis merely a perſonated character. I live a 
borrowed life! Ohl if you knew the 
taſk. impoſed upon a languid ſoul to ftrive 
to animate another ſoul,—to amuſe a mind 
no Wa capable of amuſement! 


LE NC LOS. 
1 min the whole myſtery of your 


ſituation, I am afraid of inſulting you © 


by this reflection, that Ninon is infinitely 
8 happier 


1 Tux TRANSLATOR. 


| happier in her little houſe at Paris, with 
the Abbe Chateauneuf and ſome other 
familiar friends of no great rank in life, 
than you are at Verſailles, in the company 
of the greateſt monarch in Europe, who 
renders his whole court your vaſſals. Iam 
loth to boaſt the ſuperiority of my eondi- 
tion: Ik Hm that one ſhould not appear 
too much elated before the unfortunate. | 
Endeavour, moſt illuſtrious prineefs, to 
fupport your gramdeur, with ' patience and 
 reſighation: try to forget the happy obſcu- 
rity that formerly we both rejdiced in, as 
well as you have been obliged to forget 
your former friends. All dhat is left for 
you in your Preſent Rate, is to cry out 
eontinually, Put pleaſures, that muſt 
© never takte their turn again! Torment 
ing th6tight! Oh why, in lofing theſe, 
did I not loſe the remembrance of them 
4 alſo !” Drink of the river Lethe, Ma- 
Van, and cbnfole yourſelf, If polflble, by 
3 refleRing upon' fo Yay Queens who * 
0 


To THE APADER, Ms 123 
ſo oft lamented their pompous, but for- 


tom ſtate! 1 


MAIN TEN ON. 1 

"Ak; Ninon, what a wretched comfort 

is this! ! But 1 have a an to > make 
"I and yet, I dare not. 8 


+ ENCLOS. 


Ws 1) for you to be afraid. But ſpeak 


 freely—out with. it. 3 
MAIN T E N o N. 


ſtate, to raiſe you to an high rank, and 
keep ou to live with me always at Ver- 
failles. Tou will then be my friend, mare 


than ever, by aſſiſting me to * my 
af hs ene, 5 


5. L EN C IL. O S. He” 
to loved you, Madam, but muſt 


n confeſs that 1 love myſelf ſomewhat bet- 
ter. There is no reaſon that 1 ſhould turn 
* hypocrite, or become miſerable, meerly 


” 585 fortune has rendered you ſo. 
g G2 MAIN. 


Tis to barter your philoſopby for my 
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"MAINT E N O N. 

Ah, cruel Ninon ! you have a heart 
more callous and ſelfiſh than they have 
even at court. Tou abandon me without 


| temofſe, | 


> io: N c L 0 8. e 

No- my character is ſenſibility: you | 
make me relent ; and to prove that I re- 
' tain my former friendſhip for you, I ſhall 
make you a propoſal 1 in turn. Quit Ver- 
ſailles, and come hve with me,” in Parlia- 
ment · ſtreet. 

5 MAIN TE N O N. 
Tou wound me to the heart. I can- 
not be happy on a throne : nor can I be 
ſo in retiring from it. Behold the CAR 
effects of a court! | 

| L' E N c 2 0 8. 
I pretend to no medicine for an incura- 
ble diſtemper. I ſhall. conſult. the philo- 
ſophers of my acquaintance, upon the ſtate 
of your caſe: but I cannot promiſe you 
that they will be! able to work micacles, in 
your favour. 9 

MAN. 


* 


4 


re run READER 125 
irn 
To be placed on the very ſummit of 

grandeur,—to be worſhipped, to be en- 


vied, and yet to be the 1 of com- 
ae 155 


L EN CL OS. 


Attend a little. Perhaps there may be 
ſomething here, not rightly underſtood. 
© You imagine that it is your ſituation in 
life which renders you unhappy. May not 
your real misfortune proceed rather, from 
your not having ſuch brilliant eyes, ſo 
good an appetite, or ſuch Are ſenſations, 
as formerly? To loſe one's youth, beauty, 
and affections, is a truly wretched ſtate 
indeed! From their cauſe alone 1 have 
known a great number of women turn de- 
votes at fifty, and relieve themſelves from ; 

one wearineſs, by flying to another. 


MAIN TEN ON. = 
1. you are much older than I am, 
and yet are neither l nor a de- 
votẽe. ©. — 
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4 KMS L Q EY 
Let us ; diſcuſs this point a lire. We 


cannot at our time of life expect compleat 
felicity. One muſt have a ſoul | capable of 
lively Impreſſions, and five ſenſes in per- 
fection, to rejoice in ſuch a triumphant 


Tate as that; but, by. the helps of friends, 


liberty, and philoſophy, one may be ſuf- 
ficiently happy for our ſtage of life. The 
ſoul is never uneaſy, but when moved out 
of its proper ſphere. Take my word and 
experience for it. and fly to the e of 


m ch. 
n MAIN TE NON. 


TO two miniſters of fas coming 
to interrupt us. This is a ſcene very dif- 
ferent from philoſophy: Þ arewel then, 

my dear Ninon! 


I. EN 0 L. 0 8. 
Adieu, moſt auguſt unforturiate/! * 


1 mort time after 1 had met with theſe 


' anecdotes of the life and manners of the 
famous Ninon de FEnclos, an _ 


To 1 READER. 125 
nary chance threw the following ſeries of 
letters in my wa): and having thus fortui- 
toufly collected ſo many particulars relating 
to ſo extraordinary a perſon, I was temp. 


ted to amuſe the public, by giving them 
all together, under one view. 


When 1 read. theſe letters i in the only; 
nal, I confeſs I was moſt highly enter- 
tained with the eaſe of her ſtile, the ſpirit 
of her writing, and uncommonneſs of her 
ſentiments; and if the Engliſh reader 
finds himſelf diſappointed in any of theſe. 
expeCtations, he muſt be either void of 
all eaſte 135 8 or 21 45 the fault won the 
wore: „ 


We are. to > Gifipaſs hte chan were or 
defigned, ſor the preſs, by a letter the 
_ tranſotiber writes, when he fends the ma- 
nuſcript copy to Madame de -, f 
which the following is an extract; having 
left out ſome particulars « that [have already | 


given in herlife, 
i 1 «MADAM, 
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— N A DA M. 
I ſend you the letters of he late Ma- 


dame de ' Enclos to the Marquis de Se- 
vignẽ; and though I pay an intire obeiſ- 
ance to all your commands, I ſhall not 
deny that it is with reluctance I no- 
venture to commit this collection into 


Your hands. ETC 8 


— 


« If you 1 that theſe are the | 


only remainsf of a woman, as remarka- 
ble for the ſuperiority of her underſtand- 


ing, as for the charms of her perſon, you 


may well imagine how much the good 


fortune of being the ſole proprietor of 
theſe curious manuſcripts, muſt raiſe the 
value of them in my eſtimation. There- 
fore, I ſhall reckon conſiderably on the 
acknowledgments that ſuch a confidence 


has a right to claim from ada 5 


T F I ſuppoſe that this lever was. writ ſoon after her | 
death, and before the works of St. Evremond ad | 


been n publiſhed. - 
c 1 


To THE READER. : I29 


1 95 „Ie only to add, that 1 hope the 
reading of theſe letters will not, in any 
ſort, leſſen the high opinion you have con- 
ceived of them, and which the Abbẽ Cha- 
teauneuf has. raiſed in us by his Treatiſe on 
the Muſic of the Antients where he takes 
occaſion to draw the character of Madame 
de IEnclos, under the title of Leontium;s 
and among ſeveral eulogies he has given 
her, particularly 2 of” her talent Tor | 


| Lena writing. 


1 After 5 ended we afeRtation 
| * Balzac and Voiture's ſtiles, The E- 
K piſtles of Leontium (ſays he) have al- 
5 C ways equally pleaſed, becauſe they are 
43 really letters. Though the turn of them 
1 ſingular, that they are full of reflection, 

5 and contain a great many lively paſſages 
of wit; they have no laboured points, 
or cohſtrained thoughts in them. As 
s the reflections are always ſeaſoned ”Y 


* 44 R 


Wen s beſore, fo this Pee in her Li ks, $ 


/ 
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2 ſpirit, and the wit never ſhews jeſelf but 
C3 under the appearatice of a free and na 

< tural imagination; they differ very niele 

from private converfation; and it may 

« eaſily be perceived, that while fhe was 

Writing to her friend me only 2074. n 

* ſhe was ſpeaking ee chem. C3 gold 


= You have now, Madam, * opportu- 
pity of judging for -yourle)f,. whether theſe 
writings have deſerved the character here 
given of them, or that the encomium 


| proceeded from the partiality of a friend. 


| The only Inj Junction that 1 mall pre- 
tend to lay you 5 is to techembel he 
pr fomiſe you have given me, not to! com- 
municate the copy thar' I here inttaft pon 
with, to any perlon Ghbatldcver: | "for many 
People: who might read them, may not 
| pethaps grant all that indi ehce to the 
Incorfectũeſs of a fem alt” Writer, ” which 


'$ 


he nas a jut etzt to. nes 


A 


72 


4 ot Jo . 9223 P | 
« « Belides, what king of entertainment 


RY 


— * l READKB: . 


could this choice collection afford to ſuch 
an agg as the preſent? Fhere are neither 
feandal, obſeęnity, nor irreligion, in any 
part of this work; and it is found hy 
ſhameful experienge, that nene but wrt, 
tings of thaſe tendencies. can engage the 
generality of readers, in theſe times. 


Madame de PEnglos writ upon the 
: Rafe, en love, and women. Engaging 
ſubjects ] and who could better Acquit 
themſelves upon ſuch topies? With that 
ſenſible philoſophie turn of mind, the 
could not be acquainted with human na- 
ture, without ftudying and inveſtigating it. 
Tou know, as well as I, that none but the 
moſt polite perſons of the court were admit- 
ted into her ſatiety; that menof the greateſt 
talents ſought her friendſhip and converſe; 
nay, were not aſhamed even to take 
aſſiſtance from her opinions and advice. 


In a word, all who have ſpoken of | 


her agree, chat her underſtanding compre- 
8 6 5 * 
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15 
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hended as many ſolid as agrecable quali 


ties, and that ſhe was a moſt charming 


philoſopher, who had cloathed the beſt 
maſculine ſenſe in all the graces of the 


moſt feminine manners. r 


<6 have the honour to be, 
1 MADAM. Kc. 


As the following Collection of Letters 
are entirely upon the ſubject of gallantry, 
it may perhaps be expected that I ſhall 


continue the apology that I entered into 
Juſt now, on my preſenting the Engliſh 
reader with the life and character of our 


fair Iibertine; and that before I proceed 


any farther, I ſhall defend myſelf for giving 


the public a tranſlation of her ſentiments 


and philoſophy upon ſo dangerous a topic. 
The few words, then, that I ſhall offer on 
this head, are to be underſtood chiefly as a 
| Juſtification for myſelf; but by no means 
deſigned to excuſe the libertiniſm of thoſe 
principles, from whence the maxims in 


the original 2 are reduced. | 
= It 
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It is to be obſerved here, that the buſi- 
neſs of gallantry, by the addreſs of cor- 
rupt manners, has at length become a 
ſcience, among thoſe, Who by a latitude 
of expreſſion, as well as morals, are ſtiled 
the polite part of the world. The know- 
ledge of this myſtery, while it remained 
one among men, was capable of affording 
them too many dangerous advantages. 
The uſe of artillery, enabled thoſe na- 
tions that were firſt in poſſeſſion of it, to 
conquer and inſlave their inexperienced 
_ neighbours : . the ſecrets of play likewife 

tempted men to be ſharpers, while igno- 
rant and unſuſpecting perſons were cheated 
out of their fortunes. To make known, 
then, the addreſs-of gallantry, like pub- 
1ifhing the art of war, or revealing the chi- 
canery of play, mult ſerve equally for de- 
fence, as well as attack; and may aſſiſt us 
to encounter our enemies upon more even 
| and reciprocal moms. | 


Beſides 1 look upon the following & ſe- 
| Ties 
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nes of letters to be much the ſamo in ef. - 
fect, with ſeveral moral diſcautſes that lay 
open the frailty of human nature, point 
dut to us what allurements the ſeducer of 
mankind makes uſe of to betray, and what 
foibles are maſt likely to tempt us into the 
| deceiving of ourſelves. And as the know 
ing ourſelves, was affirmed by an oracle to 
be the higheft wiſdom, I believe that the 
race? of our weakneſs will be found 
to be our greateſt ſtrength. So ſhall 
85 our ſtrength be made e even in 
* weakneſs.” amen | 


For my. part, 1 Irc that L 7g a | 
very good opinion of gall antry s hut, 
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5 without affecting the prude, tis a very 
«| different fart from what is defcribed in the ho 
WM following letters: and I ſhall here take | 1 
dee liberty to offer my definition of it b 
4 en my own ſentiments, and the obſerya- | P 
6 tions I have had ſome opportunities of of 
making upon the behaviour of a few per- 00 
_— 827 addreſs and police breeding. | ot 
a Gallan try 80 
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Sullantey then, 1 is 4 — art, by no 
means ſy nonymous with intrigue: to which 
ie has no more relation than muſic, dancings 
or any other zeeompliſhment that may ren- 
der perſons of different ſexes: agreeable to 
each other. Tis a mutual warfare of co- 
quetry, where each party endeavours to ex- 
ert every qualification, merit, or faculty, 

that may be capable of winning the fa- 
vourable opinion of the other, without, or 
good, or "bad defign; without any particu- 
lar view toward matrimôny or intrigue, 
Like the game of cheſs, which is ſo enga- 
ging, tar oe are fond of playing at it 
Without Ake, as, a Fa en o 


the n wind = 775 * 
ce Aud Aruggle' for a chm, not a prize. * 


221 17 


It is certain, that a commerce of this kind, 
between the ſexes, ſerves to poliſh and im- 
Proyę them both; enlivgns the Auggiſhnnefs 
of mortal matter; creates attention and 
complacency, which are the characteriſtics 
of good. -breeding; elicits every ſpark of 
Eeuius; illumines each latent talent of the 
mind; 
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mind; weeds out the natural ſelfiſhneſs of 


the ſoul, and innocently and agreeably oc- 


cupies that hazardous interval of life, which 
lies between what-is ſtiled our entrance in- 
to the world and our ſettling in it. 1277 5 


This ſpace } is cenerally employed * men 
in ſports of the field, and midnight carou- 


ſals, which give a meanneſs to their ſenti- 


ment, and a rudeneſs to their manners, 
that are as inconſiſtent with morals as they 
are with politeneſs, , A general commerce 
among women, enlivened with ſome parti- 
cular attachment, has been always thought 
- neceſſary to ſoften the uncouthneſs of man's 
nature. But then, an intire good- breeding 

and perfect purity, muſt be preſerved 
throughout. This ſort of gallantry cauſes 
a man to exert every virtue, excellence or 


perfection, that either his nature or educa- 
tion may have given him the advantages 


of; and diffuſes over his whole manners, 
mien, and deportment, a certain polite and: 
liberal air, that diſtinguiſhes the 82 


from the mechanic. 1 Moſt 
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M oſt part of what 1 have here urged, 
may be applied likewiſe to women; who 
have beſides, this peculiar advantage from 
the uſe of gallantry, as I have here limited 
the expreſſion, that it may ſerve to give 
them a management of their wit and beau- 
ty, which may help to defend them when 


they ſhall open to be more TY 
attacked. | 


| The moſt innocent amuſements, from 
perverſion or exceſs, may terminate in vice, 
and gallantry may end in intrigue: but 
then, this event ariſes from the frailty of 
human nature, and might and has happen- 
ed, in more frequent inſtances, where there 
has not been any ſuch thing as the gallan- 
try I have been deſcribing, praiſed. The 
higheſt accompliſhments may ſometimes 
turn to our diſadvantage ; but then, a po- 
lite education is no more anſwerable for 
this, than my ſcheme, as far as I have car- 
ried 1 it in this — is for the other, 


* a 
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Ĩ here is a certain complaceney in well- 
| bred minds, which, is much enlivened by 


a ſoeial intercourſe of the ſexes; from the 
conſideration on one hand, of that protee - 
tion and tenderneſs which women are in a 
ſtate to elaim; and the reſpect and defe. 
kence en the other hand, which are due to 
men. Fram ſuch reiprocal obligation 
believe that polite men may often exert 
gallantry toward women, without the leaſt 


thought of them either as. miſtreſſes or 


wives; and women generally receive and 
return ſuch addreſſes e at cord ion: 


_ * 


Such was the hoes 3 Monſieur 
de St. Exremond and Madame de VEn- 

clos. He had never been one of her lovers, 
though always the higheſt of her aduirers: 
At leaſh,. the polite and fand regard they | 
paid to each other, as may be ſeen in the 
preceding; letters, when he way, ninety and 
ſhe fourſcare, and in different kingdoms | 


at t the fame time, can never be attributed | 
— 70 
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to an 5 leſs. pure than what L have 
been deſcribing. The charms. of ſo flat- 


tering and Platonic a commerce, like the 


beauties of ancient writings, muſt be re» 
ferred intirely to 22e; for the pleaſures 
of both ariſe from certain inexpreſſible 
graces, which refined ſentiment or accom⸗ 


pliſned educatian only, can render us ſen 


ſible of. 


The clakiical taſte ha now Wuded. 49% 
L have taken upon truſt, from ſeholars,. as 
I muſt confeſs myſelf to be wholly illite⸗ 


rate in all ehe dead languages. But this 


hint has happened luckily to occur to me 
in this place, as it may not improperly in; 
troduce a few words I have to ſay upon 
tranſlation i in general, before I conclude. 


I had often heard men of lettets ſpeak 
| thoft highly of the peculiar beauties of an- 
tient fiteratute, prefetritig it beyond mea- 
fure, to the beſt modern compoſitions. 


This raiſe a vaſt cutiofſty i in me to pty 
| ittto 


* & A 
LA 


Fe THR READER. 1392 


140 Tun TRANSLATOR 
into ſuch hidden treaſure; I regretted my 


want of opportunities toward being inſtruc- 


ted in the Belles-Lettres, and lamented my 


ſex more fincerely upon this occaſion, than 


ever 1 did upon any other, in my life; for 
as to the reſt, I have always comforted my- 
ſelf with this happy reflection, that tho? 


we have leſs liberty, we have less e 


1 happened one evening to meet with 
ſome tranſlations of theſe immortal names 


at a friend's houſe; I borrowed them with 


great earneſtneſs, and retired home with 


the utmoſt impatience to peruſe them. 3.4 
read one, for about an hour, and grew | 


tired; I took up a ſecond, and yawned; 
but upon trying the third—T fell aſleep.— 
I found myſelf diſappointed. I thought 


all the writings flat, inſipid; and on com- 


paring them in my mind, with ſome of 


the ſame kinds, among our own compo- 


fitions, I never. once heſitared to decree 


the, bays, in favour of the moderns; and 


fairly concluded, that all this partiality to- 


. ward 
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| om the antients, was in ſome, but a pee. 
dantic caprice, and i in others, only an ear- 
ly prejudice for the ſtudies of their youth, 
ſtrengthened by a particular fondneſs. moſt 
people are affected with, toward thoſe things 
which have coſt them the Wa AY 

and labour. | | 


I continued in this error a conſiderable 
time, /*till I happened to become acquain- 
ted with a gentleman of taſte, letters and 
| ſentiment, to whom I mentioned my opi- 
nion in this matter, one day that the con- 
verſation chanced to roll upon this topic. 
He ſmiled at my miſtake, and told me 
that my diſappointment muſt have been 
owing to the tranſlations: yet, might not 
be imputed ſo much to the inability of tran- 
ſlators, as to the inſufficiency of tranſlation 
- itſelf. He then proceeded. in a ſhort eſſay 
on the ſubject, that gave me perfect ſatis. 
faction on this point, and pleaſed me ſo 
well, that I begged he would g give me the 


crit- 
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criticiſm: in writing; which he did, and 


with which 1 here preſent the reader, 


A Ex8ay an Oren: Trav ATION. | 


The 8 why tranſlations. are. fo rarely N 
Sand worth reading, 1 is, that thoſe who are 
capable of doing juſtice to a work of this 
kind, would not condeſcend to ſo ſervile 
_ anoffice, Men of ee Gord to turn in. 


| terpreters, 5 1 . 18 418 


te Such i is our pride, our or 1 or - our « fade, UP 


„That few, but thoſe who cannot pride dan 
| _ . 


The ctafs or Wünhstbrs e generally # 


country ſcoolmaſters, who having more in- 


duſtry than genius, write more for bread 


than fame; and never attempt any thing 
farther than to prefent you with heir meun- 


ing of the-original. They giveyou literal 
Wit withour point, and. grammatical” ene 
without TOY: 2 "28 | 


x75 
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A ran larion,. not to fall ſhort, mould 


riſe upon che original ; for wit, like meat, 
always requires fome W m_ a ſe. 


coad dreſſing. PIO. 
A good tranſlation is the piflurs, a bad 


one the corpſe of an author. The form, 


features and ſubſtance may remain; but 
L the colour, warmth. and ſoftneſs Are : loſt, 


have ſeen this exprelſion, in many y title 


pages, faithfully tranſlated from the origi- 


nal Greek, or Latin. Theſe are the tran- 
ſpoſers that Horace ridicules under the cha- 
racer of Fidus pk 3 or literal tran. 


dators. 


* Long /iafrer theſe votes were written, Butlers 
Remains were publiſhed ; and in his chapter on tran- 
ſlators, he has hit upon the ſame alluſion. His la- 
«© bours are like diſnes of meat twice dreſt, that be- 


come inſipid, and loſe the pleaſant taſte they had 


r at firſt.” Upon reading the Remains, I have re- 
collected many paſſages in Pope, Swift, &c. that 


would haye been deemed, plagiarins, if theſe writing 


had been publiſhed before theirs. This proves the 
homely Spins that Good wits 5 Jump. 


When 
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When I firſt read Xenophon' 8 Banquet 
in Engliſh, I imagined to myſeif that a ſe- 
lect company of antient wits had ſupped 
together; and that the Helot that atten- 
ded during tne entertainment, had taken 
upon him to write down the converſation 
' when he had retired into the pantry, This 
image may afford one a juſt idea of moſt 
tranſlations I have ſeen. Dunſter's Horace, 
Clarke's Salluſt, Patrick's Terence, A- 
dams' 8 Sophocles, any body 8 Euripides; 3 
cum multis. | 


Ia truth, even the beſt tranflitiobs may 
be well compared to the wrong fide of ta- 
peſtry; which gives us only a rough draught 
of the deſign, but conceals the whole ny 
of the ene 


- 


O 


And bd where the merits of : a wri- 
ter conſiſts, as in moſt of the claſſics they 
do, in richneſs of language, politeneſs of 

expreſſion, purity of diction, or conciſe- 


nels of ſentence, no tranſlation can ade- | 
— | 


7 


0 d READER, _ 


quately convey the der e the 


e 1:13 eee 64 at 


The copiauſnaſs af the; dead languages 
often inabled the antients to expreſs a 
thought by a ſingle word, that the mo- 

derns, are obliged to render by a ſentence. 
We catch the original by intuition. |/ox 
non ex ore, ſed ex pectore emiſſa. The tranſ- 


lation tires you with F Longa : 


9 ambages. 


A true taſte: for claſſic writings mal} be 
acquired from an immediate ſtudy ;of © 
themſelves, in their original languages. 
Their ſpirit and flavour, like the ſweets of 
; 1 evaporate in chemiſtry. 


80 — boaſt they: have a power, 
From the dead aſhes of a flower, 
Some faint reſemblance to produce, 
But not the hy prone taſte, « or e 


* * 


Ne | 


= 2 Boyle, Chapter 4 reports, Article, Is 
Vas. | I. H 1 This 
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This taſte too, muſt be early formed 
in our minds, before the palate has been 
vitiated by the poignant reliſh of modern 
wit. And even ſome of the poſtantients, 
ſucceeding the Auguſtan period, ſhould 
de carefully guarded againſt ; as alſo the 
faux-brilliants a 1 . pointed « out to the 


ane 


In fine, the charms of the claſſic wri- 
tings are not to be conveyed to us thro” 
the medium of modern erudition but 
reſemble a ſixth ſenſe, which none of the 
other faculties c can help 1 us to-the leaſt con- 


mene of. 


The only way of coming any where 
near them muſt be by imitation; and yet 
moſt of the attempts that 1 haye een this 
. fer to me but mimic 


| What this Gentleman has ſaid Above, 
with regard to the difficulty of doing juſ- 
tice to the inimitable beauties of the claſ- 


T0 _ ny be ſome fort of apology for the 
| : £ wary 


many wretched tranſlations that have been 


made of them; but this can be no man- 
ner of excuſe for the miſerable ones there 
are ſuch plenty of, from one modern 
language into another. Thoſe that I 
could tolerably judge of, were from 
French into Engliſh; and I do declare 

that it is a perfect affront on the public, 
to haye ſuch men and ignorant perform- 
ances impoſed upon it by the inſolence of 
editors. | 


As my friend them PRs that de cf, - | 


fic tranſlations are generally done by 
country ſchool-maſters, I am apt to believe 
that all theſe have been made by gers of 
boarding-ſchools ; 3 by the ſole helps of 


grammar and dictionary, without the leaſt 


acquaintance with the idiom of the lan- 


guage, or any manner of capacity for the 
9 of the writer. | : 


After I had as about half way 
; through the following letters, I was pre- 
: 8.41 ſented 
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Gritel "with à tranflation of them, lich 
before I had fead it, gave me a gdod deal 
of notification, to imagine that I "had 
thrown'away fo much needleſs trouble 
abòut them. But the peruſal ſoon ꝗuick- 
ened my ſpirit for finiſhing the remainder. 

I Hall here preſent yu With ſome ſpeci- | 
mens of this curidus piece, in order to give 
8 * true fiotion of mot modern verfions. 


wi. 4 +% 


In the firſt letter X the ih, and 
2 paragraph, after ſaying how ca- 
pticicus a thing the heart is, Ninon adds, 

On eroit Je. ſalſir, S Pon embraſſe qu une 
vmbre. Here thewſber takes his dictionary, 
and findifg "vribre""to give Pad, in 
English, wiites it down liceratly'fo. ID 
_ 56think' you' _ he dhe, but embrace 
ονο . LH tedioutly:how flatly 
expreſſed "When I èame to this pãſſäge, 
I was ſtruck with an image; and not being 
1 diltionary- bound, I rendered ombre a cloud. 
Wethink't6gratp it, Büt embraces cloud, 

n to be fable'bf Fino and Lion. 
„ 


'\ EE 


To. THE. REA DER 


This alluſion. enlivens the paſſage, and 


* a ſpirit to the expreſſion. But per- 
haps: the gſber might. have been ſtruck 
With an imagery. himſelf, at the. paragraph, 


as the dog and bone of Zſop; which 


249 


_ — would have been a; very mean 


one here: yet even ſo, he ſhould, have 
written ſubſtance. inſtead. of ojett , for 
otherwiſe, the contraſt. is not ſufficiently 
marked—as ſhadew is itſelf an objett, 
though not a. Subhance, = | 


In the third Paragraph of the ins let- 
ter, TEHelos ff peaking of the danger of 
even a friendly intimacy between the ſexes, 2 


20ds. L. amour e. eſt ſi. malin! Now for Malin. 
bell: 9980 ſticks abe pen behind bis ear, 


een: 


« 155 he Lenger it ' malig WAY 
«is too near the French, and 2 look | 
too much like a learner's raſlk—Spiteful 
<2 _ be ns 2m x8 me down Jeitefy 


ite 
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—IFrite me down an aſs.” L'amour eſt fi 


malin] Love is fo ſpiteful—Was ever ſuch 
ſtuff as this! Love is neither ſpiteful, nor 


malignant, let Boyer ſay what he will. 
But Cupid is a fly archer, who e 
lies on the lurch, and lets fly at us often, 
when we imagine 6urſelves quite out of his 


teach. This was the idea that occurred 
to me, upon meeting nalin joined with 


amour; and this muſt have been the 


meaning of the writer, I have accordingly, 
given this turn, and as before, added like- 
wiſe, an image to the paſſage. L'amour eſt 


6 malin! -Cupid.i is ſo fly an urchin! 


Again, in the laſt line of letter IV, Ni- 
non adviſes the Marquis while meerly i in 


purſuit of pleaſure, never to engage in an 


amour of a woman of ſenſe and merit, for 
that ſuch an affair would not long continue 


F frolic of galantry; and concludes, Vous 
ſerez à votre e! J which my uſher has 


* Shakeſpear” 5 Mach Ado about Nothing. © 
C OY. rendered, 


* ; 1 
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rendered, This would be a marriage,” 
and literally ſpeaking, it is ſo; but as 
menage is a comprehenſive term, and takes 
in the whole of domeſtic œconomy, I 
have uſed the liberty of expreſſing the 
paſſage thus: Tou may as well be 
« me and ſettled 1 in the: un | 


a | thank, I liave rranfares. Nin by 
Nin by the ſpirit of her own writings; 
with the contexts of her life and character; 
leaving the pedantry of Boyer, to 8 
rl 171 — their uſhers, e 


— 


1 ſhall "PEO DE you with any more 
ſpecimens of this poor ſchool-boy's exerciſe , 
for I believe you have already ſeen enough 
to agree with me, that this is rather to 
iraduce, than to tranſlate an author. So I 
ſhall here take my leave of the courteous 
reader, but muſt firſt 1 intreat the favour of 
his courteſy, to believe that this publi- 
cation was owing ey to wok  impor- 


H * 9 funit ist 
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tunities f friends-wimperfit? copies - * | 
Aolen abroad, and ſuch other quarter-begging 


apologies as are pleaded in moſt of the 
modern prefaces. | 


\ EILEEN 
— — — — RR 


— <> Do 

— 3 — 
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8 Adieu. 


N. B. I. may be obſerva throughout tie work 0 
that. have ehoſen to ſpelt the word galantry, with 
a fingle /, but I have done ſo to diſtinguiſh the 
character of a lover from that of à ſoldier— galant ry 
in love, from gallantry in war, I confeſs that | 
am not ſupported i in this criticiſm, from either of the | 
languages; ; for in Engliſh, the word in either ſenſe 
is ſpelled with two 17; and in French, it hay but 
one. But, I thought this orthography: neceſſary to 
take away the equivocation, and to give the word a. 
earned which it needed. before. 8 | 
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As the following ſeries of letters is, if 

I may uſe ſuch an expreſſion, a /inigle handed 

correſpondence from Madame de PEncles to 
the Marquis de Sevignt; his letters being 
only implied, or alluded to in her anſwers ; 

it may afford ſome aſſiſtance to the reader, 

toward a quicker conception of the ſcape, 

. and deſign of theſe writings, to 

"Rowe: 
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Fame 3 3 of Mer by way. gf Argonne 
frem the y. hole; ref erring the ſeveral Parts 
of, i it. t9 the f ſeveral letters, from whence 
they fre gd This 1 ſhall attempt to- 
do. in the follo wing pages, which TP 
| ſerve allo for the amyſement, a as well Bl 
of information of my readers. | 


| " he n_ de Srvigns, A 1 men or | 


of be friends, chat he had found himſelf 1 
Nang. on his firſt ſetting out, with 
ſanguine hopes 2 and pallid fruitions: that 
: 4085 equipage, ſports, camps, courts, 
&c. had failed his expectations, and af- 
forded him but ſlight and tranſ ent plea- 
ſures. Eager, in, purſuit, and. lukewarm 5 
in poſſeſſion, he expreſſed ſome apprehen · 
ſions, that his mind. might not be. in a 
6 who + 50 . chat hig affec= * 
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tions and deſires were but a ſort of fickly 
_ appetites made up of cravings and diſgufts. 
He made her ſome compliments upon her 
ſenſe, knowledge and philoſophy, deſired 
her opinion upon his ſituation, and intreats 
her friendly counſels, to inſtruct him what 
ſcheme of life he ſhould engage in, in order 
tp, abcain. a more ar reliſh for pleaſore. 


e de PEnclos told. him, that the 
diſfatisfaction of his mind, was owing, to 
his heart having never yet experienced the 
ſolicitudes of love: that without ſome par- 


ticular attachment, ſome principal object, 
to which our thoughts, words, and actions, 


are ultimately to be referred, our lives 
would paſs like dreams away, in vain, * 
| ſuits, and illufive graſps. ag? | 


17 


The Marquis, ſtruck with! the zes, 
and charmed with the ſpirit of Ninon's re- 
flections, begged the would faffer- him to 


enter into a correſpondetice with her upon 
"this topid; * the e permitted: and ac- 
e cordingiy, 
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2 cordingly, the next day, he wrote hera 
letter, wherein he places himſelf under her 
| tutelage, praying her to ſupply him with A 


chart! of life, to ſteer his furure courſe by. 
1 173.25 


5 Grſt letter is an 3 to this: : in 
which the declines the guardianſhip he ten+ 
ders her, but offers to become his confi. 
dent, to receive advices, from time to 
time, of the ſituation of his mind and af. 
fections, and to lend him the clue of her 
experience and counſels, to conduct him 
through the labyrinth of the human n. 
. both male and female. * 4 1 


| In anſwer to chis, the Marquis, repeats 
what he had before mentioned to her, with 
regard to the diſappointment of his hopes, 
even in the fruition of his wiſbes; and her 
ſecond letter gives him the philoſophy of 
this matter; as before hinted in their con- 
verſation upon this ſubject: the reſt of her 

letters, and ſo on to the ſeventh, incluſive, 
n explain themſelves ; nor is there 
l . any 
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any extract from them neceffary wo frame 
our novel. : 


The . in WI IO of a proper | 
object to fix his affections upon, falls in 
love with the Counteſs de an agreea- 
dle young widow. The progreſs and con 
duct of which paſſion, are the ſtared ſub- 
Jets from the eighth, to the thirtieth ler- 
ter, inclufive, interſperſed with variety of 
epiſodes, and philoſophic- ſentiments; a- 
bout which time, Madame d I Huclius be- 
comes acquainted aceidentally wich che 
Counteſs; conceives an high opinion and 
eſteem for her ſenſe and merits, and er- 
gages in a cloſe connection of 0 e 


2 with her, 55 . 2 TY 


In the abietyiirſt. ge Abe Cduntef 
. gives a very lively deſcription of the me- 
tod in which ſhe had, for ſome time, 
ebnducted herſolf, in order to defend her 
Heart from love; bot coafeſſes at length 
"that thee merits and addreſſes vf the Mar- 
* had won ber alfections. 5 
| Madame 
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n as | „Suns,  apprehending ſome 


a for her new ally, from her avowed 
- paſſion, andthe aſfiduiries of the Marquis; 
left ſhe might be won upon aunzquel terms, 
fupports her virtue by her counſels, and 
baffles all the arts of her lover; hinting at 
the ſame time, that more honourable con- 
ditions would be willingly accepted of. 


Theſe particulars form the ſubject of the 


thirty-ſecond,' to the forty-eighth letter, 
incluſive. 


_- 


| The e in deſpair of Hoang abe 

5 — upon his own terms, quits the 
purſuit, and engages in a libertine courſe 

of life. Madams de 1 Enclos, finding it 


impoſſible to withhold him, for the pre- 


ſent, ſeems to enter into ſchemes of plea- 


ſures, with the deſign of preſerving her 


| ſway over him, in hope of reclaiming; him 
again, in favour of her fair friend. In ar- 
der to which, ſhe endeavours to give him 


an unfavourable impreſſion of the Finan- 
ciere, his firſt amour, and recommends. 
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| conſtancy i in his galantries, by way of pre- 


; venting any particular attachment to de- 


tain him too long from the chaſte and ra- 
tional ſcheme of happineſs ſhe had in view 
for him, This is the ſcope of letter forty- 


| nine, and ſo en e to the . 


47 length, ſhe communicates. to him a 
letter ſhe had received from the Counteſs, 
where ſhe declares, in diſguſt at his beha- 
viour, her reſolution of quitting the world, 
and retiring to paſs the remainder of her 


life at her own eſtate, in the country. 


This revived his former paſſion, and a- 
| wakened ſentiment; he had become tired 
and aſhamed of the profligate diſſipation in 
which he had lately ſquandered away his 
time, and character; throws himſelf at her 
feet, ſhe relents, they are happy; and fo 
conclude the ſeries, and the novel. 4 


2 - , 
4 
3 


e $I e 


rn E 


1 E . * E. R 8 


0 F 5 E 7 4 
weten. Ni inon 1 P Encles 


* 
* + * 4 
. 4 


ISN 1 1 1 0 T H E 


| Marquis de Sevigns. 
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G Marquis ! Charge me _ the : 
1 care of your education! To guide 
you in the coùrſe you are now to ſteer 
This is really, expecting too much from 
my friendſhip: for you. You know that 
when a woman who has paſſed her prime, 
is obſerved to pay any particular attention 
| roward a young man, —_ immediately 


em. 
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vip, 8e alan! # ter bim ine Ae and 


pypou are not ignorant of the malicious inti- 
mation with which they throw out ſu ch 
* of 3 EE 


k # wh, 4-11 . * 
+% A 
4 * 5 Y Wig N * 


1 will not therefore, envi myſcift to the 
hazard of ſuch ridtule. All that I can do 
for your ſervice is to become your confi- 
dent: you mall communicate to me every | 
fituation of your mind on each occafion 
J will freely give you my ſentiments, and 


ſhall endeayour ta Affiſt yen jn beodming 


—— with To own —_— as | well 
1 the afutiment which 
13 Ipromiſe myſelf in this carreſpandence, I 
ſhall not diſſemble the diffieulties I appre- 
hend in my enterprise. This fame heart, 
which is toche the ſubject of my lectures, 
as ſuch a compoſitian of contraſt, that ho- 
ever attempts to treat of it muſt, upaygida- 
hy appear to fall into contradictions. We 


think to * it, but embrace a:cloud. A 
2 * 


2. — 
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very camelion! viewed in different lights, 
it exhibits oppelite colours; which never- 


theleſs, exiſt together in the ſame ſubject. 
You muſt then, prepare yourſelf | to 


hear many. ſingularities, upon which 1 
ſhall offer you my own concluſions.;, and 


= they ſhould happen to appear to you 


rather new than juſt, you are at * * 


rate them aecording}y... 


1 have, beſides, a delicate ſcrup le dow: 


this undertaking ;. for I foreſee 5 L. can 
hardly be ſincere, without detracting a lits 


tle from the romance of my ſex. But, you 


would know what are my opinions about 
love, and all that relates to it; and I 
ſhall muſter up, reſolution enough to. deli- 


ver you my thoughts ingenuouſly, en | 


this ts 


Iamto ſpend this evening at Monſieur 


de la Rochefaucault's, with La Fontaine” 
and Madame de la Sabliere. If you will 
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be of our party, Fontaine ſhall entertain 
you with two new fables, which they ſay 


do by no means fall off from the ſpirit of 


his former compoſitions in that way, 


. Prithee meet us Marquis. But hold— | 

Have I nothing to. apprehend from the 
commerce we are entering into? Cupid i is 
ſo ly an urchin! Let me examine my 


heart All ſafe—Tis otherwiſe engaged; 


and the ſentiments it is affected with to- 
ward you, are more a-kin to friendſhip, 
than to love. But at the worſt, if any 
ſuch caprice ſhould | hereafter happen to 
ſeize me, we muſt endeavour to retrieve 
. ourſelves from fo unlucky an adventure, 


vith the beſt addreſs we can. 8 


we are going then to enter into a 
courſe of morality.— Ves Marquis, of mo- 
rality. But that this expreſſion may not 
too much alarm you, we ſhall engage in no 
other branchof it but love alone; and this 
is known to have too great an influence 
on 
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on the manners of mankind, not to > de- 
ſerve a particular ſtudy. . 


This ſcheme of ours diverts me vaſtly. 
| But ſhall I. not mortify you ſometimes ? | 


This is another of my fears: for you 
know that Iam an unmerciful reaſoner 
when I ſet about it. With any other kind 
of heart than my own, I ſhould have 


made the moſt rigid philoſopher. that ever 


was recorded. Adieu. Let us begin 
whenever you pleaſe, 


LETTER U. 


oy Þ | „ Marquis, 1 will 1 my a 
4 with you; and upon all occaſions 
| ſhall ſpeak the truth, though | I muft 


ſometimes' tell it at my own expence. I 
have more firmneſs of mind than perhaps 


4 a @- *# 8 . 312 922 * * 1 
you may imagine; and *tis very probable, 


that in the courſe of this coreſpondence, you 


will think I puſh this quality too far, 


even to ſeverity. But then pleaſe to 


remember that 1 have only the outſide of a 
| 10 3 | womans 
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woman, and that my heart and mind are 
OW maſculine. 


| Obſerve the method: 1 | Jilin to Wake 
uſe of in this commerce between us. 
As l deſire nothing more than to be rightly F 
underſtood, before I communicate my 
opinions, I ſhall propoſe them to that ex- 
cellent perſon with whom we ſupped laſt 
night. * Tis true, indeed, that he has not 
much prejudice in favour ar poor human 
nature, and has. as little faith in virtue, as in 
ſprites; but then his ang mitigated 
by my indulgence for human frailty, will 
Sive you, Pt cheve, both the kisd and 
portion of philoſophy that may be "noveſ- 
: = in a gas: with women. 1 


7 lus Sed mole to the mr 
of ybur letter. Lou fay that ſince you have 
entered into life, yau - have beeh conti- 
nually, difappointed'; your enjaoymentz fall 
: ſhort of expectations; diſguſt and weari- 


7 neſs Giga) you. overy where, ow fiy-w 
ſolitude, 
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ſolitude, but grow tired when you arrive 
at it: you know not, in ſnort, to what 
can be attributed the n that 
affliets _: 


ot am going then, to put you out of 
pain about that point; for I have taken 
upon me to give you my thoughts with 
regard to every affection of your mind; 

though perhaps, you may often ſtart que. 
tions which may embarraſs me as much as 
ey” do you. : 


6 That inqutetude, that impatience, you 
complain of in yourſelf, proceeds intirely 
from the vacancy in your heart: It is void 
of love, and it was formed to receive it. 
Vou are abſolutely, as one may ſay, under 
a neceſſity of loving. Yes, Marquis, na- 
ture has given us all a certain quota of af- 
fection, which we muſt exerciſe upon ſome 
particular object. Tour time of life is a- 
dapted to the emotions of love; and *till 

Yor heart has —— cheſe fond ſen- 
fations, 
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ſations, you will ever feel there, a pain- 


ful vacuity: there will be no end to: that 


laſſitude you complain of. In a word, 


love is the aliment of the heart, as food 
is of the body. To love, is to fulfil the 


ſcope of nature. Tis the ſubmitting to 
Aa fate. SY 


But if poſſible; endeavour to avoid that : 


kind of love which riſes to a paſſion : to 


prevent this misforturie J am almoſt tempted 
to ſecond the advice that has been already 

given you, to prefer the company of thoſe 
women who ſet up for nothing more than 


being entertaining triflers, before thoſe 


dangerous charmers who are capable of in- 


ſpiring as much eſteem as love. At your 


age of life, one need not thiak of entering 
into a ſerious engagement: you have no 


occaſion then, to ſeek: for friendſhip in a 
woman; you have nothing to look for but 


an agreeable miſtreſs. 


The lt of ladies 4 refined ſenti- | 
45 ment, . 


= 
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ment, or thoſe whom the ravages of time 
have deprived of every thing they could 
value themſelves upon, except their in- 
: tellectual qualities, does well enough for 
men, who like them are upon the decline. 


But for you, ſuch women would be re- 
ally too good company, if I may expreſs my- 
ſelf thus. We have no occaſion for riches, 
but in proportion to our wants. All you 
| have to do at preſent, is to attach yourſelf 

to one, who joined to an amiable perſon, 
haas a politeneſs in her manners, a lively 
diſpoſition, a taſte for ſocial pleaſures, and 
whom alittle ſympathy of affections would: 
not much alarm, 


Lou may urge perhaps, that in the opi- 
nion of a rational man, ſuch women muſt 
appear too trifling : but do you think they 
are to be judged af with ſuch ſeverity:? 

Be aſſured Marquis, that if unfortunately, 
they ſhould happen to acquire a more ſo- 

1 5 1 
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lid character, both they ac you would | 
be.con derable: loſers by the bargain. | 


[ > 


Fou require eſlimable qualities in wWo⸗ 


men! Prithee, can't you find them in a 
Friend? Shall I ſpeak plainly to you? "Tis 

not our ſenſe or virtues, but our gaiety 
and foibles that you have occaſion for. 
The paſſion you might conceive for a wo- 
man of true merit, would be dangerous to 


you. Till you have entered into the ſober 
ſcheme of matrimony, you ſhould ſeek for 


amuſement ' meerly, among women: a 
light affection only ſhould engage you, 
| Beware of a ſerious attachment, for I pro- 

_ pheſy that you: will Ks: but a | bad end | 


of it. 


JE . think 3 in a much graver 
way, than the generality of young men, I 
"ſhould perhaps ſpeak to you in a different 


manner. But I perceive that you are ready 


ro fall into che contuary extreme from their 
-inconſideratoneſs. a only 
"rack 
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attich yourſelf to à woman, who like an 


amiable child, can amuſe you by entertain= 
ing follies, flight caprices, and all the 
pretty failings that make the pleaſures of 
an affair of galantry. x | | 


Shall 1 tell you what makes love ſo dan- 
gerous ? *Tis the too high idea we are apt 
to frame of it. But, to ſpeak the truth, 


love, conſidered as a paſſion, is meerly a 
blind inſtinct, that we ſhould rate accor- 
dingly: . Tis an appetite which inclines us 


to one object rather than another, without 


our being able to account for our taſte. 
Conſidered as the bond of friendſhip, where 
reaſon preſides, It 1s no-longer a pailion, 
and loſes the very name of love. It be- 
comes eſteem ? which is indeed a very 
pleaſing affection, but too tranquil; and 
therefore, incapable of rouſing you Ts 


your preſent ſupineneſs. "4; 8 


If you madly trace the footſteps of our 


antient heroes in romance, adopting their 


Vor. Ke RD extra- 
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extravagant ſentiments, you will ſoon. ex- 
perience that ſuch falſe chivalry, metamor- 
phoſes this charming paſſion into a meflan- | 
choly folly, nay. often a tragical one: a 
perfect phrenzy ! But diveſt ir of all the 


_ borrowed pomp of opinion, and you will 
then perceive how much it will contribute 
both to your happineſs and pleaſure. Be 
aſſured, that if either reaſon or #night er- 


rantry {ffould be permitted to form the 
union of our hearts, love would become 


a ſtate of n and madneſs. £ 


The only way. to avoid theſs extremes, 
is to purſue the courſe L have pointed out 
to you. At preſent, you have no ſort of 
occaſion for any thing more than meer a- 
muſement; and belive you will not meet it, 


except among women of the character 1 


ſpeak of. Your heart wants occupation; 


and they are framed to ſupply the void. At 
leaſt, give my preſcription a fair trial, and 


„ 


I will be anſwerable for She ſucceſs. 41 


1 pro- 


_— 
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I promiſed to reaſon with you, and I 
think I have kept my word. Farewel. L 
have juſt received an agreeable letter from 
Monſieur de St, Evremond, that I muſt 
anſwer immediately. I ſhall write him the 
ſentiments T have mentioned to you, on 
this ſubject, and I am much deceived if he 
does not agree with! my opinion. 


e the Abbe Chattanabul, and 
e Moliere, are to be with me. We 
are to read over the Tartuffe together, 
in order to make ſome neceſſary alterations. 
Depend upon it, Marquis, that whoever 
denies the maxims I have here laid down 
to you, paſtakes a litle — that character 
in r bis n 


Adieu. | 


»The Hypocrite. 
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1 E T T E R um. 
| Otyithſtandiog all I have 64 you 


„ ra are but empty ſounds. 1 


Bor ai an 1 of the ming J 


alt it be neceſſary to hunt after impor- 


tant qualities? The reading of romances 
has almoſt impaired your underſtanding ! 


The poor Marquis! he has ſuffered him- 


| ſelf to be dazzled with the ſublime the- 
rems which are often the ſubjects of conver- | 
ſation. But my dear friend, to what ac- 


count will all thelc rational chimeras turn ? 
2 ſhall 


A Y. ſeem to adhere to your firſt preju- 
dices. You would have a miſtreſs: that 
you could reſpect and eſteem, and who 
might at the ſame time become your friend. 
Such ſentiments are certainly very com- 
mendable, if upon trial they could pro- 
duce that happineſs which one might rea- 
ſonably expect from them. But experi- 
ence will ſoon convince you that theſe fine 


a vo a 
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They are really moſt beautiful counters; 
and oh the pity that —_ are not current ! 


When you deſign to enter upan a ſettled 


: plan of life, look out for a woman of. 


good ſenſe, true virtue, and high princi- 


ples : all theſe are perfectly conſiſten@vith 


the dignity—1I had almoſt ſaid the grapily 


—of a married ſtate, But while galantry: ' 


is your ſcheme, beware of growing ſeri- 
ous, and give credit to what I tell you. I 


know what will: m_— with Jou, better than 


you do YOurſell. . 


In general, men pretend that EX. ye os 
pre y 


15411. 


cata qualkties in love. Ignorant as 


they are, how much diſappointed would 
they be if they ſhould meet with them ! 


What would they gain by being edified, 
when it was amuſement only they had oc- 
caſion for? Such a ratjonal miſtreſs as 


you contend for, would be —a wife for 


whom 1 acknowledge you might conceive 
2 13 3 


173 
1 ſhall freely give you my opinion of them. 
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an infinite deal of reſpeli. But prithee, 


what? s become of the fondneſs? Gone! 


A woman eſtimable in all particulars, 


would ſubject, would humble you too 


much, to ſuffer you to love her long. 


Compelled to eſteem, even to admire her 


ſometimes, you could not avoid ceaſing to 
love her ſoon. So much excellence would 


be a reproach direct, a critic too ſevere 
upon your own fatlings, not to make your 


pride revolt in time: and when once that 


1 mortified, farewel love. F 


. 

1 „ * þ 
4 F i $- f p 4. "= 

3 CF © & 


nies: your Satiments! Arialy, eka. 
mine cloſely into your own heart, and you 
will find this maxim true. T have but a 
moment to bid vou ar 115 5 
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LETTER W. 


1. 


ON my word, Marquis, you will 

at laſt put me paſt? my . patience. 
Lord, how ſtupid you are ſometimes ! 
E have your letter before me. You do 
not apprehend me. Attend a little better 
to what I ſay. I did not tell you that you _ 
ſhould chuſe a fool for your miſtreſs': no- 
thing could be farther from my ſentiments, | 
But I ſaid, that in reality you had no mans 
ner of occaſion for any thing more at pres. 
ſent; *tharyan amuſing occupation of hegre 
and mind; and that to render ſuch an — 
gagement -agreeable, one. nerd not inſiſt 
* very extraordiggg . £ 


— 


4281 8 Macs , $5 


ot 7 repeat-it again—In love, men ſhould © 
Lak for nothing farther than amuſement 
ſokly 7 and 1 believe, upon ſuch a ſub- 
Je& as this, that my opinion may obtain 
ſome credit. -A little peculiarity of tem- 
. per, a flight caprice, or a childiſh quarrel, 
| 7 4 have ; 
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5 1 and poignancy. 


have frequently greater effect on men, and 
and attach them more ſtrongly than the 


moſt rational or ſolid characters. 


4 perſon, aphid you highly nal for 
the ſtrength and juſtneſs of his ſentiments, 


ſaid once before me, that © caprice was 
annexed to beauty, to be its counter- 
. © poiſon,” I fought him out upon. his 
maxim, as I am fully of opinion, that ca- 
price was joined lo beauty, to animate its 


charms, and zo inhance. their en by, adding 


| os *La Broyere. 


=. + Door Young, in one of * A nee wo- | 
men, has framed a diſtich upon this thought. 


An antidote in female caprice lies, 
Kind Heaven ! n poiſon of their eyes. 


Univ. Faſ. 


44 have met wh a pretty allufion upon this ſub - 
| ject. The caprices of beauty may be compared 
< to ſhrabs that ſometimes occur in laying out an 
* eee 1 which p out of rule to plant 


46 the res 
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There is no . more cold, or of 
ſhorter. continuance, than admiration. We 
grow inſenſibly indifferent to the ſame et 
of features, tho” ever ſo beautiful; and if 
there be not a little quickening ſpirit, to 
give them life and action, their very uni- 
formity will ſoon deſtroy the ſentiments 
they at firſt excited. A little change of 
temper is abſolutely neceſſary, to give to 
a fine woman that happy variety which 
prevents our growing weary of finding her 
always the ſame. In truth, *tis unlucky- 
enough for 4 woman to have too even a: 
diſpoſition; the equality. of her temper per- 
mits indifference to een diſguſt:. 


( there; would be want of taſte to root out.” Series 
of letters between Henry and Fr rances. 


1 like this ſentiment better than either of the o- 
ar The firſt ſays that caprice deſtroys love—the : 
ſecond, that it cheriſhes it. But the latter, that it 

is neither to be wiſhed in or out of a pretty woman * 

compoſition. And in truth, it helps to form that 

kind of character, which made the poet cry out, 
$6 Fhere i is no living with thee—or without thee! a 


: 1 5. N WE 
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Tis always the fame ftatue ; ; and a man | 


continues his own maſter perfectly at 


eaſe before her. She is ſo reaſonable, ſo 


gentle, that ſhe deprives one even of the 
liberty of ſquabbling with her; and that 


88 is ſometimes e wo a nn 


Place in her fond: a woman, lively, un- 
certain, froward—but theſe only to a cer- 


tain degree.— The ſcene is ſhifted: the 
lover meets in the ſame perſon with all the 
charms of variety. Caprice is the ſalt, of 

galantry, that preſerves it from .corrupt- 
ing. Inquietudes, Jealouſies, quarrels, 
piques, and reconciliations, are, if not 
the die, at leaſt the exerciſe of love. In- 
chanting variety! that fills and occupies 


the. ſenſible heart more charmingly, than 


all the regularity of deportment, and te- 
dious ſameneſs of what are deemed: the 


Fetter charatters. 


1 know how to- deal wk” you men. A 


Aitle change of rer throws you into 
2 uncer- 


N 5 
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uncertainty; and gives you as much diffi- 
_ culty-and uneaſineſs to ⸗diſſipate, as if it 
_ were al victory to be. gained over a new 


miſtreſs. A little hurry now and then, 


a keeps you in wind you will ſtruggle, and 


alſo conquer, and: be overcome, by turns. 
In vain poor reaſon ſighs! you cannot con- 


ceive how ſuch a meteor ſhould Jead you ſo 
implicitly about : ; every one tells you that 


the idol of your affections is a compound 
of yanity, and caprice.— But, tis a ſpoiled 
child, and you cannot rid yourſelf of a 


childiſh fondneſs for it! Even thoſe efforts 


that reflection may force! you to make in 


ordet to fer; you free, will often ſerve but 


to bind your chain the faſter. For love is 
never to firong, as. when we imagine it: 
ray, to. break from the reſentment of - a 


uarrel, , throne is tempeſt and its 
ſk 11 11 
Kate cen ion! Reduce i it to the govern- 


ment of feaſon—ix languiſhes! it Expires | 


2008. 


Upon the whole, 1 would not adviſe 
you to chule : a miſtreſs" whole” ſeriſe and 
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merit are predominant;: but one. whoſe: 


humour ſometimes «bears ſway, and ſi- 
lences proud reaſon. Otherwiſe, be aſ- 
ſured that it will not long continue a frolic 


of galantry; and you may as Ow be mar- 
riea, and ſettled in the county. 


| Theſe Are my laſt words. 
Adieu. 


LETTER „ 


ES. I agree with you Marquis, tler 
a woman who. is only a compoſition 


* * 


of whim and caprice, would make but 


a diſagreeable companion, and muſt diſg uſt 
in the end. I acknowledge alſo, that” a 


conſtant irregularity of temper would turn 


your amour, your metaphorical warfare, 
into a literal one. But then indeed, it 
was not to a erſon of ſuch, characters that 


1 adviſed vou to attach yourſelf, Lou 8 
always overſhoot. the mark. 


7 


In my laſh leer I PH xe ip an ages. 


abl e Woman, who. might. be rendered ſtill. 
more 


pp ewes pv . 
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more engaging, by a little inequality) of 
temper, with a tincture of coquetry, &c. 

And you ſeem to ſpeak to me of an arrant 

| ſhrew, that is continually 'untoward and 
perverſe. What different characters are 

here! When I mentioned humour, I meant 
only that kind which ariſes from an earneſt- 
neſs of ſpirit, a certain impatience of man- 
ner, with perhaps, a little diſpoſition to 
jealouſy. In a word, ſuch a one as is 
born of love itſelf, and not the offspring 
of a natural perverſeneſs, that! is n | 
ſtiled humour. 


When ris "oy 0 renders a woman 
unreaſonable; when *tis' that alone which 
urges her impatience, what man can be 
ſo void of delicacy or ſentiment, to com— 
plain? Do ſuch extravagances not prove 
the violence of the - nm For a_ 


ell: f 


* 


* In Kaglim, . point is very well didinguiſh a | 
by: ſtiling tl this latter character pumour ſome. . 


_—— 


1 18 MADAME oz LENCLOS' ron 


part, 1 ſhall never be perſuaded that 
whoever. can contain themſelves within 
very reaſonable bounds, were ever much 95 


in love. Cana webe really ſo.: without 


ſuffering ourſelves ro be hurried away 
by the tranſports of an heart · felt affection? 
without being ſenſible of all thoſe agita- 
tions which it neceſſarily. creates No 
ſurely. - And Who can perceive all; theſe 
emotions in the beloved object, without 
a flattering pleaſure? While they are 
rendered uneaſy by her ſuſpicions and 


reſentments, they feel with a ſecret de- 
light, that they are beloved that they 


are loved with paſſion. And ſuch ca- 
pricious behaviour is ſo much further . 
cohvinging Proof, as it 18 eee : 


5 y | [ * 
3443-2 „ 0 A FL, 2 mis 4 


This, my tans Movants is the ſecret 
charm. that Pays. the loyer's pains and-dries 
his tears, But, if you could imagine I ſnould 

tell Four that CAE: ans br bland virego, 

5 200 IT i FF 3 3 ” | could 8 
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could ſupply the pleaſures of Jove, I beg 
100 would undeceive yourſelf rein, 


& aid indeed, and ſhall ever perſiſt in in : 
my opinion, that there mult: 'be- EY little 


peculiarity of temper, ſome « caprice, and 
a ſenſible emotion in A commerce: of 855 


. 


1 50 and to Es 7 it laſt, But! it is very. . 
certain, that theſe - ſeaſonings | will not 
naturally anſwer the end, except where 2 


they proceed, from love alone. N 


If a particularity of humour riſes coll £2 


- Goh untoward nature, from. a difficult, 
| uneaſy « or- froward diſpoſition, J ſhould be 


in haſte to pronounce it, that ſuch a per- 


verſe temper muſt ſoon render a woman 


hateful, and occaſion the moſt diſguſting 


quarrels.” Such an union muſt become a 


real chain, from which one ſhould endea- 


vour to extricate themſelves as ex as 
A 1 


5 


Adieu. 
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LETTER VI. THY 
700 think then, Sir, that you have 


urged one invincible argu ment againſt 
by ſaying that it is not in our 
wer to beſtow our affections where we 
pleaſe; and that conſequently, you are 
not at liberty to chuſe the object of your 
attachment. What a ſtrange moral is 
here! Prithee leave this common place 
maxim to thoſe women who are reduced 
to plead it as an apology for their own weak- i 1 
neſs. They muſt have ſomething foreign. ; 
to lay the blame upon, in order to eſcape 
the cenſure themſelves. . Somewhat like 
the voluptuary that Montaigne mentions, 
who when pinched by the gout, uſed to. 
ery out, that curſed bam! It was a ſtroke 
of ſympathy, ſay they, too powerful to 
refiſt—Can we: over-rule the impulſes of 
our hearts! ? TR is a. deſtiny !- &c. 


All objections, to as ſore, muſt be filen- | 2 
cod, when ſuch very notable arguments as Ho 
they have been offered; and theſe opi- 40 
nions have actually gained. 1o much credit 57 


in. 
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in the world, that one muſt enter the liſts 

againſt a multitude, who would attempt 

to refute them, But ſuch maxims are ſo 

generally received, only becauſe it is the 

Intereſt of many to have them univerlally 
believed. 


———: —— , — 
PTT R * 


People are not aware, that fuch ex- 
euſes, inſtead of juſtifying their weakneſs, 
are a profeſſed acknowledgment that they 

- Were rather inclined to indulge themſelves 
in it. For my part, I take the liberty of 
diſſenting from the common opinion in this 
particular. It is ſufficient to affirm that it is 
not impoflible,” at leaſt, to conquer our 
inclinations, in order to co ndemn thoſe 
which are Giſhonourable or abſurd. wy” 
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Pray 1 a en many women . 
over· rule the impulſe of their hearts; after they 
have diſcovered that the object of their re- 
gards has been deemed unworthy of them ? 
How many others have ſtifled the moſt ten- 
der paſſion, and facrificed | it to the conveni- 

ences 
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ences of a ſettlement ? SUES: time and 


abſence, are remedies, to which the 
ſtrongeſt impitiſes muſt, at length,” ſubmit, 
They grow weaker by degrees, till ar laſt, 


the fond impreſſion wears e away. 


Wo 3 that to acquit one self 


with ſucgeſs i in. ſuch adifficulty,. requires. the 
full exertion. of our prudence and- philoſo- 


ale 1 agen however, that the im- 


„ 


— — courage . to, „ "fo. 19 


55 though, L: affirm there! is no inclination un 


1441 


ſurmountable i in ſpeculation, I mult. admit 


there are few that are really conquered i in” - 


practice. But then, this is owing intirely, 


to our not adventuring to hier: Ihe 
088 with aur wenne beinen = 


2 
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* b Fre is an admirable. * katy the pleaded 
£ a of our natures; which proceeding from the 
moe of a libertine, mx probably have better ef- 


5 fect 
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upon this ſubject, and as our argument at 


it would be impertinent to put you upon 


you may conceive for a woman more or leſs 
amiable: but then, as you have not yet 


entered 1 into any engagement, Tonly mean, 
to Point out to you the character that is 


moſt likely to anſwer the purpple: of ſuch, 
af adventure, of 


| 11 Were 40 Acc to * aid, hat at 
| oe Juſterſentiments, or more real merit, 


had 4 greater ſway over your hearts and 
minds: that they were capable of filling 


up the void for the preſent, and alſo of 
fixing 1 your conſtancy for life, - But, expe- 
rience has evinced that foch a * is 
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lits, There are, interſperſed through theſe. letters, 
ſeveral reflections of the ſame kind, which may 
ſerve to ſtrengthen the apology I have before made, 
for offering a tranſlation of this work « to the public, 


However, to wave any further diſpute 


preſent, is meerly on the topic of galantry, 


er 


the ſtruggle. with any particular inclination 
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fot than the ſtrongeſt writings of more ſevere mora- 
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vain. I do not reaſon then, upon what 


ye ought to be, but what in ſad truth, 'ye 
are. My deſign is only to give ye the 
knowledge of your hearts, as they are in 


reality, conſtituted ; not ſuch as I. could 


rin indeed, they were. 


1 am myſelf, the firſt to lament the de- 
pravity of your taſtes, however indulgent 
Tmay be to the irregularity of your appe- 


tites: but not being able to reform the 


 follies of your hearts, I would inſtruct 


you to make the beſt of their weakneſſes, 


Finding i it impoſſible to make you wiſe, 1 
can only attempt to render you happy, SY 


1 is an old ſaying, that 10 are us 


paſſo lens, would be to annibilate us: all we can 


do, isto regulate them. They are in our 
hands, what poiſons are in pharmacy; 


which under the management of a ſkilful 


chymiſt, may be "wrought up into OY : 


medicines. | 5 


Ps 


LETTER VII. 


ND who doubts, e bias it is 
real merit that renders ye agreeable 
to women! ? All I deſire to know is, what 


Do you, by real merit, intend a ſolid un- 
derſtanding, nice diſcernment, great eru- 
dition, prudence, diſcretion—in ſhort, an 
leup of extraordinary qualities that more 
frequently incumber, than render ye happy 
or ſucee ſsful? If theſe be your ſentiments 
about merit, we certainly can never under- 
ſtand each other. EACH 


Reſerbe ſuch cardinal virtues for your 
conimerce among men. They have agreed 
upon t the barter of ſuch commodities. But, 

in gilantry, exchange theſe rare and ſupe- 


miliar qualifications —Theſe are the only 
ſpecie, that have credit in ſuch a traffic. 
And be their intrinſic value never ſo low, 
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idea you have affixed to that expreſſion ?_ 
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the foibles of thoſe we aſſociate with, if 


your drama] is it not to ſooth, to pleaſe, 
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they ceaſe to be counters, when they have 


obtained a; currency: for, true merit con- 


ſiſts leſs, perhaps, in real perfection, than 
in what the world have as to receive 
as ſuch. 732; 3 oY ay 10 


124 is og more convenient to be maker 


of qualities agreeable. to thoſe we wiſh to 


pleaſe, than to poſſeſs others that even 
thoſe very perſons. themſelves, may ac- 
knowledge more eſtimable. In a word, 
we muſt copy the manners, and imitate 


ye would live with eaſe or enn a. 
mong . 1 0 8 


What i is the proper deſtination of wo- 
men? what i Is t] the role you allow. them i in 


to charm? ? The, advantages of perſon, the 
graces of mien, a livelineſs i in converſation, 
with a politeneſs of manners, are the ſurel 
qualifications for compaſling theſe ends: 


women poſſeſs theſe accompliſhments . 
7 


I 
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the ſupreme degree; and tis in theſe they 
would have you likewiſe to excel. Call 


them, triflers, if ye dare. They perform 
the higheſt part who are formed and deſ- 


tined to render ye happy, 


1 it not truly, to the charms of our 


converſe, and complacency. of our man- 


ners, that you are indebted for your - fin- 


cereſt pleaſures, for all the focial virtues ; . 


in a word, your intire well being ? An- 
ſwer me ingenuouſly ; learning, ambition, 
riches, valour, even friendſhip itſelf, of 


which, and with reaſon, you ſo much 


boaſt ; are any, or all of theſe together, 
capable” of rendering you perfectiy happy ? 

Or atleaſt, the pleaſares you receive from 
them, are they lively enough even to make 
you tolerably ſo? Doubtleſs no,—All theſe 


together joined, would not. be able to rid 


you of that ſtupid ſameneſs of life which is 
ſo apt to oppreſs you; and ye mult have 


in truth, remained the moft Pitiable crea- 


tures alive! ! 
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But tis the peculiar province of women 
to 0 dip pate this mortal languor by the lively 
ſeaſonings of their converſe, and the charms 
they are capable of diffuſing o'er galantry. 

A fond folly, a flattering hope, or an ar- | 
dent wiſh, are the only things that can. a- 
waken your attention, and give you a true 
ſenſe of happineſs. For ſurely, Marquis, 
there is a vaſt difference between meecly 
poſſeſſing our good fortune, and rele Ying th the 

pleaſures of that N 


The bare neceſſaries of life can only 
make a man eaſy, tis ſuperfluity that 1 ren- 
ders him rich; or makes him ſenſible 

he is ſo. *Tis not ſuperior qualities alone, 
that make us amiable : *tis perhaps a fault 
to be maſter of, none but what are of real 
value. To be well received i in the world, 
one muſt be agreeable, entertaining, ſer- 
viceable to the pleaſures of others. I pro- 
miſe you that there is no ſucceeding in 
general, but particularly with women, ex · 


| cept by theſe means. | | 
FN Pray 


Tas MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE, 193 


Pray tell me, "what buf 098 have we 
with your over-grown knowledge, the 


depth of your judgment, or the extent of 
your learning? If you poſſeſs only ſuch 


advantages, if ſome lighter and more fa- 


miliar talents do not ſoften and poliſh 


their uncouthne6—T have ta'en the poll 
So far from pleaſing, you will appear a 


moſt formidable cenſor to them; and the 


reſtraint you will lay them under, muſt 
baniſh from their con verſe all that freedom, 


gaiety, and eaſe, in which they would na- 
turally indulge themſelves before perſons 
of leſs account : nay, the very deſpair of 
ſucceeding, would hinder them even from 


attempting to render themſelves agreeable 
to men of a certain coldneſs in their man-- 
ners, who are apt to examine every thing 
with the calmneſs of philoſophy, and 
will not permit themſelves a careleſs free- 
dom in converſation. The eaſe and chear- 
ful ſweets of ſocial intercourſe, is only to 


be or among thoſe who are as heed- 
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Stila fas Goals Wy e584 4 4 991 
leſs and pnguarded-as Gurſolues, Affording 
us the ſame eee ad gre: over 

them. | WES SITES TCHY 
* om, de toil mod * —_— vis 


In, fine, too much. cirgumſpasdion ö has | 


the. like effect upon ur. minds, that a col 


air has upon qur bodies. . = wa fr 


-uÞ the. door. of their hearts with whom w . 


converſe, and, makes them gautiqus = 


they unfold, them. Foy; muſt then be 
ware, Marquis, of, ſtriking. a, damp upon 
galantry, by laffecting. to exhibit yourſelf 
only, 1n-your, moſt, important light. . Yo ou 
may have, la, hat, People more often 


1 


moſt. eſſential pa da Great merits are 
like large pieces of gold, which we make 
leſs uſe of than of ſmaller coin. | 


4 
3 . 2 * * 7 "8 


Swift has che * ade with Tegard to 
learned fen: Though they have quadruples in 
<< their Purſes; they are en at a loſs for 


CL ready change.“ . 4 Wr Navofge ©: , 
. Ti benghts « on Various Subjeds. 
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This 
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This thought makes me recollect certain 


*, 4a - 


nations, who inſtead of ſterlung metals, 
carry on their traffic intirely with ſhells. 
Now, prithee, fan? t you think theſe 7 
ple are as rich as we, with all u che bu I 
of the new world ? One might ar l. 
be apt to miſtake their riches for poverty. 
till we reflect that gold and Glver receive 
their value from our opinion only! 3 and 

8 thas our coin, among thoſe people, would 
but ſerxe for S hunter. | 


The qualities that you. Pay efſential, 
are to. be rated after che ſame, manner, in 
galantry: we have occaſion. there, 'only 
for ſhells, and what ſignifies the hoot 


of ara while | the IR, is Cat» 
ned on? 3 
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My. contiiion thei, 5 foils this, If 
46 be true, which you cannot doubt, t Cs 5 
your chief happineſs muſt ariſe from t 
ſociety of women, be aſſured that you 
can never render yourſelf agreeable to 
1 K =: | them, 
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them, but by ſuch qualities ; as are analo- 
Sous to cheir own. 


1 return again. Your men affect to va- 
lue yourſelves upon your ſciences, learning, 
judgment, &c. &c,—PBurt tell me ingenu- 
FB 'oully, how irkſome would your lives be- 
; come, if ye were condemned to be always 
| rational, learned, ſolid, and to ſpend your 

time intirely among philoſophers ? I know 
ye perfectly well; ye would grow very 
ſoon tired of admiring one another; and 
' formed of ſuch ſtuff as ye are, ye would 
more readily reſign your excellencies, than 
your pleaſures. 1 g 


Therefore, prithee don't deceive your- 
ſelf by endeavouring to paſs for a perſon of 

5 importance, in the ſenſe you miſtake it. 
3 True merit is that only, which is ſo eſ- 
MW teemed by thoſe we would deſire to pleaſe. 
, Galantry has its peculiar laws, Marquis: 
| © Agreeable fellows are the yy ſages of 


— Province. 1 „Adieu. 
-£ +. rn 


to 
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= LETTER VIII. 


* 1 


NN Marquis, that you have not 


very far to travel. Your hour is ar- 
rived at laſt, The account you give of 
yourſelf, ſufficiently, proves you to be at 
length, in love: and the young widow 


you mention, is indeed very capable of 
inſpiring thar paſſion. The Chevalier de 


- - - has given me a very advantage- 
ous deſcription of her. But the moment 
you begin to be ſenſible of the leaſt in- 
quietude, you reproach me for the advice 
1 have given you! . The uneaſineſs that 
ariſes in our breaſts, with the other evils 
: occaſioned by love, appear you ay, more 
to be dreaded, than all its PRE are to 
be deſired.” . 0 e 


— 


3 


There are, *ris true, a fol kind of 
people, who think the pains, at leaſt equal 
to the joys. But not to enter into a tedi- 
| ous ION on this ſubject, let me ** 
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fer you my own opinion about the matter. 


Love then, f is a paſſion, or emotion of the 
ſoul, neither good or evil in its own na- 
ture: it reſts intirely upon the experience 

of its votaries, who according as they have 


been differently. affected, teſdlve it, ſome 


| into an evil, and others 1 into a good: 


Al that 1 need fay i in its favour, 1 is, hät 


22 211 


it is attended with one circumſtance, which 


— F > hf e * 


all the inconveniences imputed to it, can 
not be able to counterpoiſe. It Fl 
aus from ſupineneſs, it quickens us, andi is 
ſo far, of immediate advantage. . 1 believe 
I told you before, that our hearts are for- 
med for emotion; and whatever rouſes or 
aQuates them, may be ſaid to anſwer dhe 
deſign of nature. Oh! what is life, with- 
out the relief of love ? A tedious ma- 
"baby? ! Tis not exiſtenee Vegetation only! 


Love is to our minds, what winds Ae 


5 the ſea. They often raiſe ſtorms there 


indeed, ,and ſometimes occaſian ſhipwrecks: 
but 


— 


U 
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but then, *tis they which render it navi- 
gable: and the very agitation they 50. 
duce, is neceſſary to preſerve its virtues z? 
and if they render the voyage dangerous, 
tis the pilot's n to n n 
wu A „ 
"Fi return to my ſubject : __ though your 
| delicacy may be offended at my frankneſs, 
I ſhall: add; that beſides the neceſſity we 


labour under, of ſomething to keep ãs 
_ "awake, we have within us, a certain phy- 


ical and neceſſaty” cauſe of love. Per- 


| haps: it may not be proper for a woman to 
ſpeak: this language to you. You know. 
do not ſpeab ſo plain in general z but, 


non holding ac polite: converſation 
panting If my pro- 


©3444 923449 oY: 1 3 is wet . 1 * SLE + £44 


d > Philoſopher fy. that if it was not for the Ayc- 
tuation of the ocean, its ſalts would ſubſide, thereby 
rendering the waters-unfit for that peculiar ſpecies 


of animals which are framed to inhabit them; and 


would ſtagnate, at * to n ae 
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poſitions appear ſometimes too abſtruſe for 
a woman, remember what I told you in 


one of my former letters.“ As ſoon as I 
was capable of reaſon, I took upon myſelf 


to examine which of the ſexes had the ad- 
vantage; and Ladin the diſtribution to 

0 lie 
Letter II. paragraph 8 2/3 -| 
Had the advantage. The French expreſsion is, 


 Etoit le mieux partage, which the former traducer of 


theſe letters, mentioned in my preface,. without the 


leaſt authority from ſenſe or dictionary, renders thus, 
vas the moſi numerous. But, the whole pailage i is in 
the ſame ſtile, and may amuſe the reader. Dès que 
j'ai fait uſage de ma raiſon, je me ſuis mis en tete 


d'examiner lequel des deux ſexes Etoit le mieux par- 


tagẽ: j'ai vi que les hommes ne s ẽtoĩent point du 
tout maltraitẽs dans la diſtribution des roles, & j je me 


ſuis faite homme, Since the time I began to make 


2 uſe of my reaſon, I have taken it into my head to 


& Examine which of the two ſexes was the moſt nu- 
e merous : I have obſerved that yours had no reaſon 
« to complain of being ill uſed in the diſtribution of 5 


1 the regiſter, and therefore - have enn it 20 in- 
© fuſtice to commence a man. | 


I wiſh heartily there was an 8 . 


pointed i in the republic of letters, to m_ ſuch 
ns notorious 


3 
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lie moſtly i in your favour, .I immediately 
| commenced man. 


Under chis chi ücber ili 1 need not 
enquire whether it is right or wrong to ad- 


mit the paſſion of love: we might as well 


enter into a diſquiſition about thirſt ; and 


caution all the world againſt drinking, be- 


cauſe ſome people are apt to get drunk. 
Since then, it is not a matter within your 
own election, whether you ſhall have an 


appetite conformable®to the mechanical 


conſtruction of your natures, or no; away 
with romantic notions, and never perplex 


yourſelf with computations upon the more 


or lefs advantages of loving. Make uſe 
of this paſſion in the manner I have recom- 


mended to you Let it be your amuſement | 


f —but never your occupation. 


notorious „ againſt the ſtate. To render 
them for ever incapable of holding any employ in 


literature; either as author, tranſlator, or even com 


piler, tranſeriber, printer, or prompter. 
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Teber here cht You nN oVerwhelm | 

me again, with your "high: -fown' Princi. 
ples, and tell me, that it is not in our 

power to arreſt the current of our affec- 

tions at whatever point we may chuſe to 
limit them. But obſerve, that I: conſi_ : 
Cer thoſe who talk after this manner, 
in the ſame light | do perfons who think 
themſelves obliged in honour to expreſs 
an hearty affliction e on account of ſome loſs 


which other ppople perhaps, look. upon 
. to be very conſiderable.” They know, at 


[7 the ſame time, that they ought rather to 
take conſolation; but find a ſort of ſatisfac- 


tion in their, grief. Fhbey love to feel 
that their hearts are capable of carrying a 
ſentiment to exceſs, and this reflection 


they idolize their affliction, | and render 


ſoftens them ſtill more. They nouriſh, 


e incenſe from habit, 


]Juſt ſo your ſublime 3 5 fenti- | 


ments'byerſtrained by prudery or romance, 


make it a point of honour with them- 


* 
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ſelves, to ſpiritualize their paſſion. From 
the reinforcements of delicacy: they adopt 
A kind-'6f galant ſuperſtition, to- which 

they are more ſtrongly devoted, as it is a 
*religen of their own making. In: fine, 
they become-at length, aſhamed of de- 
ſeending to common ente, and "appearing; - 


 Fational creatures. | 


Priches Marquis; FR not t ſafer yourſelf 
tc be hurried into ſuch ridiculous lengths 
as theſe; Such elevated notions are joe ked 
upon by the preſent age, as either fooliſh 


* affected. Formerly, they took it into 


their heads that love was to be a ſerious, 


"a ſublime paſſion, and eſteemed: only in 


„ erection to its dignity Give dignity to 
— child, and what will become of its 
States! What᷑ a ridiculous and inconſiſtent 


character would you _—_ of hd + 


5:40 Feen 1 5 1 

I have * 1 compaſſion for our 
Poor unfortunate anceſtors. What was 
with them a languiſhing diſtemper, a 


iC 1 8 28 13 big t danse! melan- 
- r . 


* 
«£3 4 


* 


— 
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melancholic madneſs, is among us, but a 
gay folly, or a pleaſant dream. Bewitching 


as they were to prefer the' horror of rocks 
and deſarts to all the beauties of a flowered 


parterre ! What abſurd prejudices has the 


habit of reflection thrown to the ground? | 


To prove that ſuch ſublime conceptions 


are but the chimeras of prepoſſeſſion or 


pride, it need only be obſerved, that we 
no-longer perceive any taſte now amongſt 


us, for that ſort of myſtic galantry, nor 
ever Hear in the preſent times, of ſuch 


_ gigantic paſſions. Apply but ridicule to 


the beſt eſtabliſhed opinions, even to thoſe 


we think the moſt natural, and you will 


find that both one and the other ſhall 
often vaniſh away, and leave us aſtoniſhed 
that ſome ideas we had idolized in our 


minds, ſhould be found in truth, but 


empty notions, which took their turns of 
change, like idle faſhions.* 
. There- 


« Shafteſbury has propoſed ridicule, as à teſt of 


truth. Perhaps = had taken the hint from this 
paſſage, 
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1 good Marquis, do not alarm 


yourſelf with prophetic conjectures upon 


the event of your attachment to the 


charming Counteſs, and you will perceive 
in the end that love 1 in reality, ſuch as can 
render us happy, inſtead of being conſi- 
dered as a very folemn affair, ſhould be 


treated as no ſerious matter at all ; ; and 


particularly, ought ever to be conducted 


with gaiety. Nothing will prove the truth 


of this maxim, better than the event of 


your adventure; for I fancy that the 
Counteſs is a woman by no means ſuſ- 
ceptible of grave impreſſions, and your 


ſublime ſentiments will give her the va- 
pours, remember I tell you ſo. 


paſſage, as theſe letters were publiſhed in his time: 


but, he has carried. the ſentiment too far. Every 
| thing that 1 is not capable of mathematical certainty, 
may be made a ſubject of cavil; and yet there are 
truths, which cannot be demonſtrated, Moral philo- 
ſophy all men are agreed in, yet Ariſtophanes in 
his comedy of the Clouds, rendered Socrates the ov 
of Athens. Is every —_ Bee that 2 bu 50n 
— at? 


> *, 
wy 
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f 


great ming to tell) you" that” I Ball not £0 


| abroad all day: tie "would Bot this Ve a 
kind of allignation?' . However; if vou 


N K LEY Ivy 1g 


will come and give me Johr opinion of 

"Racine 8 Ba e 1 mall: be very well 
your company. They Tay 

that La Chammelay * Has excelled herſelf, = 


1 | pleaſed wit] 


has 


in that sterben en es en 
Nn SLA. : 
þ * 102 4 CY TWF9-1 


I have read my letter over, Munzvis, 
and it puts me out of humour with you. 
12 find g gravity is infectious; and you may 
* Judge how much your miſtreſs muſt have 
been affected with i it, when you have com- 
municated it 10 me, even while I was 
endeavouring to cure you of the diſtemper: 
There is ſomething ſingular in this, that 
to prove love ought to be treated With 
chearfulneſs, * JThould T” e to: af. 


.. fume a ſerious © „ e 
nog * ee Auen. 
s DN \ 55 8 Yee 


2 "#5 _famon ref. 
v3: £ tpmops 20 | Fs b : | Terper | 


My. diſorder continues ſtill. 1 had a 


Ta wann PP 8E viahr. 0 


ENTER AK. 


FAQU. have then, Kaen what Lad in 
my laſt. letter, moſt heinouſly ill? I 
Pa prophaned the divinity of love, and 
moſt impiouſly degraded that dignity, by 
foeducing his empire to a: yulgar appetite. 
As for you Marquis, you have more ele- 
— notions of this paſſion : what paſſes 
im yourloun breaſt is a proof of it. You 
have no ſort of ſenſation beyond that ꝑure 
| | und deleas affection which occupies your 
whole ſoull Toba the Gounteſs, to, bold 
4 converſe with ben, | 40 liſten bo tbe ſoft 
10 melody uf her voice, lo tunder ber, little. affidu- 
ie Theſeʒ the only ſeopeiand extent of 
Jour wiſhes; andi thaſer alone, ſufficient to 
ce cconſtitute your: fupreme>felicity. |, Far be 
ic fromœyou atbole;}yulgar ſentiments, IL. ſo 
unworthily ſubſtituse in the; place of, your 
ſublime metaphyſics : thoughts only be- 
-» coming of terreſtrial minds, attached ſim- 
ply to the groſs pleaſures of ſenſe ? What 
5 ; GS, 
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an error muſt 1 be in! Could I imagine 


the Counteſs was a woman to be won, by 
motives ſo unworthy of her? And to give 
the leaſt hint of ſuch mean ſentiments i in 


yourſelf, would it not be to expoſe you to 
her ſcorn, her hatred, &c. &c. | 


My obilofophy then; has given you to 


apprehend all theſe ſad misfortunes—My 
poor Marquis! How have you deceived 


yourſelf by your ignorance of the genuine 


cauſe of your ſentiments! Will you lend 


me your whole attention ? I would reſcue 
you from an error: but with that ſolemn 
air which is anſwerable to the great im- 


portance of the ſubject I am entering upon. 
J mount the tripod ! I feel the preſence of 


the dei:y ! I am inſpired! I rub my fore- 
head, like one who meditates deep myſ- 


| teries, and am juſt going to pronounce 
oracles * | Let us reaſon in form. 


Mankind, Hh I know not what ca- 
price, have affixed a certain ſhame to that 
| reci⸗ 
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reciprocal inclination which nature has 
given to the ſexes; They were ſenſible, 
however, that they could not abſolutely 


ſtifle its voice. What's 8 to be done in ſo b 


difficult a caſe: ? Why truly, they endea- 
voured to ſubſtitute the outward ſhew of 
an affection purely ſpiritual, to the hum- 
bling neceſſity of appearing honeſtly to ſa- 
tisfy an appetite. Inſenſibly they became 
accuſtomed to occupy themſelves in a thou- 
ſand litile fſublime nolhings.— But did not 
ſtop here—F or at length, they began re- 
ally to believe that all this acceſſary tri- 
fling, effects of an overheated i imagination, 


conſtituted. the intire eſſence of this paſſion. - 


Behold now, love elevated among heroics ! 
At leaſt, they have lent it the appearance 


of one: but, let us break through the im- 


poſition, and take an example. L 


Two. lovers at the commencement of 


their amour, imagine themſelves inſpired 
with the moſt delicate ſentiments: they 
exhauſt all the en the exaggera- 

tions 
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tiqns and enguſiaſin of the higheſt ſera- 
Phics; and are for a time, enamoured with 
the idea of "their e on excellence. ' "Burt, let 
vs, attend them thro? the whole courſe of 5 
their conpection, an We ſhall ſoon per- 
;ceive. rhat nature will call in for its ſhare. 
In a ſhort time t their vanit : fatisfied' with 
"the ſhew of thele a embic notions, leaves 
the heart a at Aberty 0 feel and'e explain its 
"real {entiments ; and notithitahding thelr 
"re ne contenipe or the volgar kaſures 
of ſenſe, a time will come When this pair 
f platonics may be fuck ſurprized” to 
ee ves, After 4 tedious circuit, at 
fame ER with dhe molt” deem! fy 
45 fant, who "would heh eſtl habe . 


Pan . eq 27 . 5 A 
Shed t ey left off, FOR oo FONT | 
r | ; ; | 


Js uſt R 7 Ai EE 3 


liners yourſelf then, Sos error: : 
| abandon your chimera :, keep your refined 
jſepyiments intirely for friendſhip. Set no 


higher value upon "Jove, than what It de- 


Frys Je. 


„Jerves. The more dignity you allow it, 


[the more dangerous it, ecormes 3 ; and the 
20632 off! W e e e firm «op 
more 


134 
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more ſublime your ideas of it riſe, the far- 
ther they are from being juſt. | 


5 Take u n word for it, ann. SY 
perfectly acquainted with the human heart. 
« Tf a man thinks, lays he, that he loves 
« his miſtreſs for her ſake only, be! is ex- 
ann miſtaken. 98 


L's TTER X. 


AR diſcodrſs, then, that he Coun- 
ddeſßs held with you.; upon the deli- 
e r required -in :a Javer, has 
ſtartled you. Mou imagine ſhe will; always 
be as iſevere as ſhe appears to; ou: at: pre- 
ſent. All I have: ſaid ãs net ſufficient % 
rkeep-up your ſpirits. Jau think you.do 
me favour in -barely doubting ofemy max- 
ims. If you dare ſpeak aut, een 
; ene chem entirely. 0 


1 believe you in earneſt, when you ſpeak : 


| 1 Rockefauctult, | | 
after 


N * 
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after this manner. It is not your fault if 


you do not ſee clearly into the buſi- 


neſs you are about: but in proportion as 


you advance, the cloud will diſſipate, and 
you will perceive with ſurpriſe the truths: 
! had before pronounced to you. 


While your paſſion remains temperate 


at leaſt, before it has attained to that de- 


gree of confidence, to which its progreſs 


will conduct you, every thing appears ſe- 
rious: the hope of the leaſt favour is a 


crime : one does not permit themſelves the 


moſt innocent freedoms without trembling. 
At firſt one ſollicits nothing, or ſo ſmall a 


matter, that a woman thinks in juſtice, 


ſhe ſhould accord it to you, in conſidera- 


tion of your extreme modeſty: to obtain 
this trifle, one promiſes never to require 
more: yet, in the inſtant of making ſuch 
proteſtations, they are inſenſibly gaining 
ground, and becoming more familiar : ſhe 
permits this idle dalliance, as of ſo little 


conſequence, that ſhe would ſuffer it in 
almoſt 
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almoſt any man | of her intimate acquain- 
tance. 


But at length, wh: ſeemed to be of 
mall import to-day, upon compariſon | 
with what paſſed yeſterday, would appear 
very conſiderable, when compared to the 
liberties that were at firſt permitted. A 
woman rendered confident, by your diſ- 
cretion, cannot eaſily perceive the inſenſi- 
ble gradation of her own weakneſs. She 
is ſo ſelf-ſufficient, and the ſlight favours 
ſollicited for the preſent, appear ſo eaſy to 
be refuſed, that ſhe too haſtily concludes 
the ſame ſtrength will remain when any 
thing of more conſequence ſhall -be at- 
tempted. I have not yet ſufficiently ex- 
preſſed myſelf—ſhe even flatters herſelf 
that her reſiſtance will increaſe in propor- 
tion to the importance of the favours 


required. 


t |; 


15 Women have often ſuch a reliance on 
their virtue, that they ſometimes provoke 
2 


* 
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danger, by daring it: they eſſay their 
ſtrength, and have a curioſity to try how 
far a few light freedoms are able to carry 
| "theta, 'How imprudent to aceuſtom dheir 
minds to ſuch ideas as are capable of un- 
doing them in · the end! What way do they 
-6ften malte, before: they diſcover:thcy;bave 
ſtirred out of the ſpot? And if upon re- 
flection, they are themſelves ſurprized At - 
having yielded ſo far, the lover is ſome- 
times, no leſs. ſo, at having obtained ſo 


- 


I may-carry: this matter further; for! 
am convinced from many inſtances, that a 
woman may. ſometimes be overcome, even 
without dove or looſe. defire. I. knew a 
lady once, - ho though. perfectly amiable, 

* had neveriſhews the. leaſt turn or diſpoſi- 
etion toward galantry. - Fifteen, years mar- 
kiage had not in the leaſt, abated. her. fond- 

Z neſs for her huſband, and this mutual af- 
ettion was become e eee a 


mne ; 8 


+=, 


SD 


the. was left alone | in her qrellng room. A 


Been ſome galant, com 
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8 0424 => 4 v L35 3 
One evenin their country- - houſe, 


ſome friends laid 1 late, that they Welte 
obliged to lye there. In the morning her 


maids were employed in attendance on the N 
ſeveral ladies in their bed-chambers, and | 


* 


< 4445 8-6 


gentleman who, was intimate in the family, 


and whom ſhe had always looked upon as 


1 — LR „ „ * 


.a perſon. of no manner "of conſequence, 


2 - 


happened to call iuto the room, to pay her 


the compliments of the morning. 


l aſſiſted. her in little offices at as 


toilette; : the deſhabille in which he. found 
her, naturally afforded } him an 'occafio1 on of 
at, compliments upon her 

charms remaining fil unimpaired; ; which 
the paſt: -d off 25 a a ff nile, as meer words 


50 From one gay ſubject to a- 
not her from beauty to love, to Salantry: 


they 1115. they romped, they ſtruggled: 


ſome | ſlight ; attemp pt, at firſt neither p 8 


meditated on one fide, nor apprehended 
on the other, became at laſt, a deciſive e- 


vent. 


2 — I 5 > LEDIE-4 = 5 ZE A 
OC r —— — — = Y 


—.— 


— — 


216 MADAME os LENCLOS ro 


vent. She was taken by ſurprize, before 


ſhe found herſelf beſieged. 


What muſt have been the aſtoniſhment 
of each, upon ſuch an unforeſeen adven- 


ture! they have neither of them ſince, 


been able to account for it how they could 


have been both hurried fo far on the in- 


ſtant, without having had the leaſt thought, 


inclination, or deſign, toward an amour, 


the very moment, or indeed any t moment 
of their lives before.. 


Here we may cry out, 1 Vain mortals, 
e who put ſuch confidence in your virtue: 
A whatever reſolution ye may boaſt, know 
0 that there are unlucky minutes, when the 


« moſt chaſte may become moſt frail! The 


* reaſon of which extraordinary criſis is, 


« that nature never ſleeps, and always | la- 


« bours to carry its point. Appetite is 
part of our ſubſtance: virtue is only a 


5 « piece of inlaid- work, which requires an 


— 


* * 


Tar MARQUIS Dt SEVIGNE. 217 


« equal temperature to prevent from 
by warping.” 


The diſcourſe that the hens Caun- 
teſs held with you then, might be really 
fincere — Though upon ſuch occaſions, 
women are apt to exaggerate a little but 

ſhe deceives herſelf, if ſhe- imagines ſhe 
will be able to perſevere to the end, in ſuch: 
ſtrict and /uperfine ſentiments. Be aſſured, . 
that ſuch metaphy/icians differ not in the 
mean, from the reſt of their ſex. Their 
outward appearances are more plauſible, 
and -their moral more auſtere ; but exa- 
mine their actions, and you'll find that 
their engagements always conelude after 
the ſame manner as theirs who do not pre- 
5 tend to very elevated affections. They ſet 
„ up a ſort of hereſy for themſelves, and as 
; Lſaid, one day, to the Queen of Sweden, 
8 c theſe are your Fanſenifts 1 in love.“ y 


* The] Janſeniſts are a reformed ſect i in France, that 
ſets up for purer doctrines — the reſt of the Ro- 
man Catholics, 


Vor. I. 1 1 You 
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You ſought then, Marquis, to know 
how to rate whatever women ſay to you. 
upon the ſubject of galantry. All theſe 
fine ſyſtems which they make ſo pompous 
E a diſplay of, are but airy phantoms, they 
[| would amuſe thoſe who are eafily im- 
|] poſed upon. To a man of any under- 
| 


bil ſtanding, this heap of ſtudied phraſes i: is a 
mere parade, which he makes a jeft of, 
| and never hinders him from 1 : 
| their real ſentiments,” A £ 


= The hard a they r of 0 hs : 
| reliſtagce they oppoſe to it ; the little in- 
dlination they affect for its pleaſures ; the 
* cautious meaſures they ſeem: to take againſt 
the paſsion; the apprehenſions they ex- 
preſs about it All theſe, do they not pro- 
ceed from love alone? Fhis is to render 
him homage after their manner: it is to! 
be entirely occupied about him: He 

knows how to vary bis form. with them: 


Ike prid le. be, riſes fro u his. dun, deff; 
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and appears to be conquered, only to tux 
his empire more ſure. _ 3 


— 


My ſtars! what a letter | is ; here But to 
excuſe the length of i it, would be to make 
it longer. 


Adieu. 
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HEN the reader has finiſhed the 

above letter, he may almoſt ima- 
gine 1 had not ſeen it *till it pre- 
ſented itſelf in the order of this tranſla- 
tion. For certainly, he will have good 
reaſon to ſay, that the inſerting it in my 
preface, might have ſaved me the expence 
of any farther apology for publiſhing this 


collection. Could the beſt moraliſt, or _ 
ſevereſt prude, point out the folly of con- 


fidence, or the hazard of dalliance, in a 


5 ſtronger manner than L'Enclos has done 


in this writing? This is the free-eſt letter 
in the whole ſer; and yet, is there ſcarce a a 
paragraph in it that might not fopply a 


_ theſis ng a In lecture * 


* 


LETTER 


+4 
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LETTER Xl. 


AN plane with your 1 SER "> : 
would you know why? It affords me 
a ſpeaking proof of the truths I have been 
inſtructing you in, for ſome time paſt; I 
find you have, at length, relinquiſhed your 


E metaphyſics, and ſpeak of the charms of . 
your Counteſs, with a certain warmth that 
| betrays your ſentiments to be not quite ſo 
refined as you would have me believe, nor 


as perhaps you — imagined —_— 
N 


Tell me © handfily, if love was not an 


effect of our ſenſes, would you with ſo 


much pleaſure contemplate that mien, 
thoſe eyes, thoſe teeth, thoſe lips, you 
deſcribe in ſo inraptured a ſtrain? If the 
qualities of her mind and underſtanding 
only, had made the conqueſt of your heart, 
a woman of fifty years of age, perhaps, 


would have ſerved better for this purpoſe, 


L 3 W 2 
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than the Counteſs. You ſee ſuch a one 
every day.: tis her mother. Prithee, why 
don't you fall in love with her ? Why 
do you neglect an hundred women of her 
age, of her homelineſs, and her merit, 
who make advances to you, and would 
play the ſame formal part with * chat 
you Perform before the Counteſs df 


| Beſides, why do. you deſire wich fo 
mach: earneſtneſs, to be diſtinguiſhed by 
her from any other man? Why fo un- 
_ eaſy whenever ſhe ſhews the leaſt manner 
of civility to any one elſe ? Her eſteem 
for others, would it diminiſh that which 
ſhe may have conceived for you? Are 


| there jealouſies, are there. rivalſhips in 


metaphyſics? None, that ever I heard 

of. I have gend myſelf, and I am not 
In the leaſt uneafy when they pay their ad- 

dreſſes to any other woman 


Friendſhip 1s a ſentiment that has no de- 


lee on che ſenſes: the foul alone re- 
| | | ceives 
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ceives the impreſsion, and the mind loſes 
nothing of its value, by yielding itſelf to 
ſeveral at the fame time. Make a compa- 
riſon, between this and love, and you will 
quickly perceive the difference between a 
lover and a friend. You will then ac- 
knowledge, that I am not, after all, fo 
abſurd as you thought me at firſt, and 
that you cannot yourſelf boaſt a heart leſs 
_ vulgar than the generality of plain, honeſt 

fort of people, whom you have been pleaſed 
to cenſure for their want of delicacy itt 


this Point. 


I would not, however, bring the charge | 
againſt men only: I am frank, and a 
very certain, that if women would be 12 
genuous, they might likewiſe eonfeſs, that 
they are not themfelves;; in any fort more 
rapbie, in this particular. If they imia- 
gined nothing more in love than the pleas 
ſures of intellect; and hoped to pleaſe by 
ſenſe and character alone, why endeavour 
with ſuch aflidsous Pains to tharmn by the 
L 4 5 OY 
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beauty and ornament of their face and 
perſons? What have a fine complexion, 
an elegant form, a graceful fall in the 
| ſhoulders, to do with the ſoul? What a 
contradiction here, between their real ſen- 
timents, and thoſe they affect to make 
parade of! Seeg them, and you will be 
convinced that their whole deſign i is to be. 
admired for their outward attractions; ma- 
king very little account of any thing fur- 
ther. Hear them, and they would impoſe 
on your belief, that their form and features 
are things which they hold in the — 


N eſteem. 5 | | * 
N 4 p 4 Tf l 15 s 
; 1 g - . ihe 


But I am, perhaps, too officious in en- 


dieavouring to diſſipate your error in this 


matter. Might I not leave it to their own 
Induſtry to clear up this point to yau? 

They would very ſhortly, give you ſuf- 
ficient reaſon for changing your preſent 
ee with regard to this particular. 


T am to paſs this evening with Madame 
de. 


S 
7 
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de Raymond, to hear the two Camus's, 
and Ytier, perform in concert together. 
Meſdames de la Sabliere, de Salins, and 
de Monſoreau, with Madame de Fienne, 


are to be there. Will mY e ſo a- 
> greeable a party R 


L E TT E R XII 


„As taking things moſt grievouſly to 
4 heart, Marquis! Two whole nights 
without cloſing your eyes; This js love 
with a vengeance | One can have no lon- 
ger the leaſt doubt upon that point. Tou 
have made your lips and eyes declare your 
paſſion in the moſt explicit manner; and 
yet ſne has not condeſcended to yield the 
leaſt attention to your unhappy ſtate! 
Such injuſtice cries aloud for vengeance 
Is it poſſible, that after eight days intire,, 
of ſighs and aſsiduities, ſhe could be fo 
hard-h-arted as to refuſe you even a. 


Slap of hope | ? 'Tis * what one 
. J'S cannot 
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cannot have the leaſt nation of. 80 long 
a. reſiſtance will never pals. for an hiſtorical 
fact. The Counteſs is an heroine in ro- 
mance: But, if you hegin to, loſe patience 
already, conſider what you might have 
ſtill to ſuffer, if you had continued your 
former refined ſentiments — You have 
gained more ground already, in thoſe ſame 
eight days you complain of, than the late 
Celadon would have done, in in as many 
months. | þ 


But, to ſpeale Giada to. you : Is; wat : 
any manner of. juſtice: now, in yaur com- 
plaints.? You ſtile the. Counteſs ungrate- 
ful, inſenſible, ſcornful, &c. But pri- 
| thee, tell! me what right you have to 
charge her ſo ſeverely | ?- Will you pay no 
ſort of attention to what 1 have ſo often 
repeated to you? Love is a very caprice, 
involuntary in the perſon whaſe heart is 
affected by it. Now anſwer: me, why 

ſhould you think one is obliged: to any 
kind of gratitude, for a hlind ſentiment 
| „ that 
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thathashappened to ſeize you, without your 
own choice, or their concurrence? There is 
ſomething ſingular in you men! you reſent 
it as an offence, if women dò not return im. 


mediately the fond regards you condeſcrnd 
to beſtow upon them: your revolted pride 
accuſes them at once, of injuſtice, as if 
it were their fault that your heads were 
turned; and that they were under a ſort 


of moral obligation of being ſeized, at a 


certain given time, with the ſame diſorder 


that you yourſelves N to | be af- 
flicted with. | 


Ts the Counteſs, I pray you! anſwerable 


for it, if her brain does not feel itſelf af 
fected, at the ſame inſtant you begin to 
rave? Ceaſe then, either to accuſe her, 
or lament yourſelf. Endeavour to com 
munieate your own malady to her. I know: 


you very well : you are engaging enough 
—perhaps, ſhe may too foon for her re- 


Poſe, conceive ſuch ſentiments towards | 


= 7 * | you, 


.\ 
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you, as you could wiſh, Finally, I think 


that ſhe has every quality neceſſary to make 


an intire conqueſt of your heart, and to 


Inſpire you with ſuch a taſte, as may be 


* to n * happy. 


I do not imagine her capable of a 6. | 
rious attachment. Lively, careleſs, pe- 
remptory, and capricious, ſhe will proba- 


bly afford you a good deal of work on your 


hands. A woman of. an attentive, fond 
diſpoſition, would ſuffer you to fall aſleep. 


You muſt be treated with military diſci- 


pline, to rouſe and preſerve you in a pro- 


per ſtate of life. Let a miſtreſs once play 
the part of a lover, and ſhe will ſoon find 
herſelf neglected - perhaps worſe — The 


ſubject riſes to a tyrant—treats her with a 
kind of careleſsneſs, or contempt, which 
leads finally, to inconſtancy, and diſguſt. 


You, have then, luckily met with every 7 


thing you wanted, in the charming fair 
who cauſes Our preſent moſt dolorous 


martyrs 


„ 
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martyrdom. The poor Marquis! f What 
a ſiege of troubles lie before him! How 
many ſquabbles do l foreſee! What piques, 
what reſolves to quit her! But remember 

well, that all theſe diffculties will become 
a real torment, while you continue to treat 
love like an hero of romance, and that 
they will be rather the ſeaſonings of your 


pleaſures, if you conduct yourſelf like a | 1 


rational creature. 


Should I not ceaſe from writing to you ? 
The moments that you loſe in reading my 


letters, are they not ſo many petty larcenies 


in love? What an entertainment would 
it afford me to be a witneſs of your ſitua- 
tion! In reality, for an unconcerned ſpec- 
tator, can there be a- more amuſing object 


5 in the world, than the emotions of a man 


in love 4 Parewel. 


LETTER XIII. 


0 ſeem to reſent | it, Marquis, that 
9 ſhould. treat the lituation * are 
in 
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in after ſo ludierous a manner: . you would 
have me conſider your preſent circum- 
ſtances as a very ſerious buſineſs; but I 
cannot aſſume ſo much gravity all om the 
| ſudden. Don't you obſerve, that my way 


af dealing with you is agreeable to the 
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principles F. had before laid down? 1 
fpeak lightly: of a matter, which I eſteem! 
4 trifle, or a meer amuſement : when we 
are upon a buſineſs of conſequence to your 
real happineſs, you ſhall find me then aſ- 
ſume a character proper ſor the oecaſion. 


I have not, in truth, the leaſt kind of 
pity for you, becauſe I do not perceive: 
any thing in your caſe: which need move 
compaſſion. With a-proper philoſophy i in- 
this matter, what appears to you a pain, 
would become a pleaſure. If you would 
ſucceed, uſe my preſcriptions, and I war- 
rant their effect. Let us proceed now to 
the ſecond article of your- letter. 


You: are the more ſurprized,. you fax. 
at 


res MARQUES ps SEVIGNE: 2 
at the coldneſs and reſerve of the Counteſs, 
qs you. do not believe them ſincere: IF L 


| underſtand your this. conjecture 1 is framed 


from the indiſcretian. of hep friends. The 
advantagedus things you hear ſhe has ſaid; 


of you, even gave riſe to the firſt ſenti- 
ments yon conceived. for her. This ſtroke: 
is, extremely like you. men. The leaſt fa- 


vourable word that eſcapes; a woman, im- 
mediately inclines them to believe ſne has 


ſame: deſign. or other upon them. They 


attribute this conqueſt at once, to their 
own merit · vanity. turns the ſlighteſt food 
to nouriſhment. If one was to examine 


ye cloſely, they would find that ye fre- 


quently love out of gratitude: and women 
ini their turn, are not much wiſer in this 


partieular. So that galantry is a kind of 


commerce, where we would, each of us, 
have the other party advanee to us; and 


leve to think ourſelves in each n 2 


and you know that true ſpirit is always 
more TAY 00 Pays than beſtow. 
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However, are we not apt to impoſe 


upon (ourſelves ſometimes? How often 
does it appear- that perſons who imagine 


they are but diſcharging an obligation, are 


in reality, making the firſt advances ? If 


two lovers would ſincerely explain them- 


ſelves upon the riſe and progreſs of their 


paſſion, what curious kind of confeſſions 


ſhould we have! t Attend. - 


| Eliza, to . Valerio: es to 


| addreſs a meer compliment of courſe, re- 
turned it perhaps undeſignedly, with a 


look and inanner as if it had wrought, a 
greater effect upon her mind than ſuch 


common: place civilities uſually do. This 


was enough: Valerio quickly changes his 


note: his general complaiſance reſolves it- 


ſelf at once, into particular regards: their 
mutual warmth inſenſibly increaſes, the 
fire is lighted, it blazes out, and behold a. 


| paſſion | in eng : 


Now, if any one mould tell Eliza, that | 
ſbe 
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he had commenced this: amour, that ſhe 
had herſelf made the firſt advance, nothing 


could appear to her more unjuſt; and yet 
3 is more true, at the ſame time. 


1 conclude from hence, that in a proper 
ſenſe, love is leſs the effect of that invinci- 
ble ſympathy ſo often pleaded, than of our 
own vanity. Obſerve the riſe of all ſuch at- 

tachments, and you'll find them proceed 

from the mutual praiſes we beſtow upon 

each other. It has been ſaid, that folly is 

the ſource of love.— But, give me leave 

_ to affure you, it is flattery; and that there 

. 1s no inſpiring the heart of a fine woman 
with this paſſion, *till you have firſt paid 
your tribute to her egg 


| To: all which you may add, that 1 
| firong | inclination we naturally have to 
love, is the reaſon alſo, of ſome illuſion in 
this caſe. As enthuſiaſts by the ſole force 
of imagination, fancy they ſee in reality, 
1 9 toward which | their ſuperſti- 

tion 
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tion is attracted; in like manner, we per- 
ſuade our minds frequently, into a belief of 

thoſe ſentiments i in others, which we would 

wiſh to inſpire them with ourſelves. 8 


6 er a care, then, Marquis, not to 

| impoſe upon yourſelf by wrong eoncep- 
1 : The Counteſs might have ſpoken 
it — of you, ſolely with the inno- 


cent deſign of rendering juſtice to yout 
merit, without any farther view; and you 
may, perhaps, be returning her an act of 
* _ . injuſtice, by fuſpecting her of inſineetity 
with regard to her e ee, to. 
9 8 4 > 71 £ 14. 1 Git 


— 


= | But ber all, 8 mould you 1 per- 
1 mit her to diſſemble her inclinations in 
pour favour, if you have really inſplred 

1 her with any? Have not Women à pre. 
 feriptive right for concealing their ſenti- 
ments from men? And does not the un- 
_ generous advantages they are cob apt 10 
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take of their fondneſs for chem, ſufficiently 


Hs ſuch a condud 7 OY Adieu. Y 


LETTER XIV. 


To, Marquis — the eise Ma- ; 
dame de Sevignẽ has not given me 


any manner of offence. On the contrary, 
I am very well fatisfied that ſhe ſhould ſee 
every. letter I write to you. She was cer- 


tainly of opinion before, that if my,cor- 


reſpondence was upon the ſubject of ga- 


lantry, it muſt have been intirely upon 


my nccount. But ſhe has now. found out 
her miſtake. She may perceive by this 
inſtance, that I am not fo high as ſhe ima- 


gined ; and I belirve her to be ingenuous 


enough to conceive for the future, a dif- 
ferent idea of Ninon than ſhe 1 bed for 


ſome time pat. 


However chat may Fl bus Watte Wall 


have no ſort of influence upon 1 friend. 


His Mother. * 
ſhip 


. MADAME | DE L'ENCLOS 10 


ſhip for you. Iam philoſopher enough | 
not to be uneaſy about the opinions of 
thoſe who take the liberty to judge of, 
without knowing me. Whatever may 
happen, I ſhall continue to write to you 
with my uſual frankneſs; and am per- 
ſuaded that Madame de Sevigne, notwith- 
ſtanding her extreme delicacy, will be upon 
the whole, more often of my opinions, 
than ſhe will have ſincerity enough t to ac- 
e. | 


/ 


I come now, to what relates * 
to yourſelf. Well, Marquis, after a world 
of pains and aſſiduities, you think at laſt, 
that you have been able to ſoften this heart 


of -adamant.—T am really. tranſported at 
your ſucceſs. But cannot help ſmiling to 
find you interpret the ſentiments of the 


- Counteſs, after the manner you do. ' You 
partake with the reſt of your ſex, an error 
which it may be neceſſary to undeceive 
you from, however flattering It may bei * 
the contemplation. e 3 

Ye 
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Te conclude, one and all of ye, that 
your peculiar merits alone inſpire this paſ- 
ſion in our hearts, and that your ſuperior 
qualities of mind and underſtanding are the 
ſole cauſes of the love we conceive for you. 
What a miſtake is here! But vanity is an- 

ſwerable for it all. Examine without pre- 

| poſſeſſion, if poſſible, what 1s the real 
motive that determines yourſelves in ſuch 

engagements, and you will be ſoon con- 
vinced that you deceive yourſelf, that we 
impoſe upon you alſo, that all things pro- 
perly conſidered, you are the dupes of 
your own. ſelt-ſufficience, | as well as of 
ours; and that the merits of the beloved 
object are nothing more than the occaſion, 
or pretence of love, and not its efficient cauſe. 
In ſhort, that all this ſublime theory, ge- 
nerally pleaded on the part of either, muſt 
ultimately be referred to the natural i in- 
ſtinct which I formerly propoſed, as the h 
nf mover in this paſſion.” 


1 have told you indeed a harſh and mor- 
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tifying truth, but it is not the leſs certain 
for its ſeverity. Women enter into life 
with this inchnation undetermined; and if 
they chuſe one man in preference to ano- 
ther, let them honeſtly confeſs that they 
yield leſs to a knowledge of his merit, than 
| to a certain blind and mechanical impulſe, 1 


Need there be 2 ſtronger proof of this 
| matter, than thoſe indiſcreet paſſions we 
are ſometimes bewitched with, for perſons 
abſolutely unknown to us; or at leaft, for 
men whom we are not ſufficiently acquain- 
ted with, to be proper judges of their me- 
rits; and where, if we hit right, muſt be 
the ſole effect of hazard. We generally 
attach our affections, without any fort of 
precaution; and; it was a true parallel to 
compare love to an appetite, which one is 
frequently ſenſible of for one ſort of food 
rather than another, without being able to 
account for ſuch a IIS 252500 | 


Ki is ven 2 0 in me to difipuce the 
chi⸗ 


a oY —_— 7 5 
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chimera's of your vanity; but the truth 
will out. You are flattered with being 


loved, becauſe you imagine it ſuppoſes 


ſome conſiderable merit in the object be- 
loved. But you compliment this paſſion 


too much, I aſſure you; or rather, you 


have too good an opinion of yourſelves. 


Believe me, it is not for your ſakes that we 


are fond of you: to be ſincere in love. we 
ſolicit only our own pleaſure, Caprice, 
intereſt, vanity, conftirution, or the get- 
ting rid of that wearineſs which oppreſſes 
us while the heart remains void of attach- 
ment: Some one, or more, of theſe mean 
principles, are the ſource of alt thoſe ele. 
vated ſentiments we are fo 8 to deify. 


+5 a NS - 2 I +: * 


In truth, they as are not your moſt Mews 
qualities which engage our affections; if 
they happen to enter into account among 
the reaſons that determine us in your fa- 
| vour, it is not the heart which receives the 


impreſlion, but our iT pages and the he greateſt 
part 
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part of thoſe things that render you agreea- 
ble to us, properly rated, would render 
you deſpicable, or ridiculous OT in 
another n * R 3% 8 


Pong 
as 


"Winn it is. We are fond of an admirer 


who will entertain us with the idea of our 


own excellence; we need ſome ſubmiſſive 
ſubject to exerciſe dominion over; or, to 


| ſpeak more plainly, our minds may have 


conceived a turn for galantry. Chance 
preſents us with one lover, inſtead of ano- 


ther: we accept, rather than chuſe him. 
Lou fancy yourſelves the object of diſin- 


tereſted affections: you imagine that wo- 
men love you, for your ſakes alone.—gSilly 
dupes! you are but the miniſter of their 


. pleaſures, or the ſlave of their een 


But, to = them Juſtice, they are them 
ſelyes, to the full as ignorant in this mat - 
ter. Tbe truths > here reveal, have no 
more enlightened their underſtanding, than 


they have yours. On the contrary, w with 
all | 
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all poſſible ingenuouſneſs they really ima- 


gine themſelves determined and- governed 
intirely, by thoſe ſublime notions that both 


your vanity and their own have equally in- 
ſpired ye with; and it would be, therefore, 


the height of injuſtice to tax them with 


any manner of inſincerity, in this particu- 


lar: for, without the leaſt conſciouſneſs of 


the matter, they firſt deceive themſelves, 
and then impoſe on you. | 


You fee; Marquis, that I here betray 
to you the ſecrets of the Bona Dea; Judge 
of my friendſhip, when I endeavour to in- 
ſtru& you, at the expence of my own ſex. 


The more you comprehend the nature of 
women, the fewer follies you will be led 


into on their Accounts, 
| Adieu. 


Vow E M LETTER 
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iE E x. 


IRULY,. Marquis, 1 8 am ö 0 
175 how you can ſupport. t the ſevere man- 
ner in which I reaſon with you ſometimes, 
I ſeem to have no other view but to chace 
away agreeable 27 ians, and ſubſtiture mor- 

* tifying realities in their ſtead. | ſhould 
certainly endeavour to break wylelt of | 
uſual way of philoſophiſing upon every 
occaſion. I am as ſenſible as any one can 
be, that one pleaſes more by flattering 
deceits, than by the ſoundeſt logic. But 
my character forces its way -in ſpight of 
me. Nay, I perceive, even at this inſtant, 
an auxiliary of ꝑhiloſophy marching up to 
augment my forces, and you muſt "colled 
all yours, to withſtand the Broad. ſide of 
moral we are preparing to ſalute you with. 
When this is over, I may promiſe you ſome 
relaxation. I have laid your letter before 
me, and ſhall return you a full anſwer to i 


N. 


; F 


6 
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No fir—l will not abate « one rittle of it. 
—You may diſpute with me as long a 
you pleaſe, upon the light opinion ſeem 

3 do have of my own ſex.— ls it my fault, I 
pray you, if they ſupply me with mortifying 
truths to relate? Beſides, i; don't 
you know, that the perſon in the world 
who thinks worle. of a Ones [$i a 
woman © * 5 8 


However, to juſtify myſelf ſeriouſly, 

om the notion you have conceived; of 
my opinions, I muſt aſſure you, that Iam 
neither envious, nor unjuſt. If I named 

my own ſex in my laſt letter, rather than 

yours, do not imagine it was in order to 

cenſure them in particular. I only meant i'll 
to ſhew-you, that without being more to 1 
blame than men, they are, however, more 
dangerous; becauſe they are better accuſ- | 
tomed to conceal their real ſentiments. In . |} 
ſhort, you confeſs, ſooner than they can be | 
brought to do; what i is your * b 
ject 1 in love. || 
Ne EE M 2 | I | 
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: as1l faid before, that their choice has no 


of your ſenſe and merits, I am perſuaded 


_ - cauſes of their attachment toward you; 


flatter themſelves that they are determined 
by meer ſpiritual reaſons, their vanity in 
this particular has not the power of alter- 
ing the real nature of things. They en-M 


' otherwiſe. perfe&t enough. Even when 


' Notwithſtanding, when they aſſure you, 
other than a knowledge and approbation 


that they think themſelves ſincere. I even 
make no doubt, but that when they hap- 
pen to. perceive the leaſt indelicacy in their 
minds upon this ſubject, they exert their 
whole ſophiſtry to diſguiſe it from them- 
ſelves: But the-motives I have hinted to 
you, exiſt nevertheleſs in the bottom of 
their hearts: they are not leſs the true 


and whatever effort they may make, to 


deavour to conceal their diſgrace in this 
point, as they would take care to hide 
bad teeth, which disfigure a ſet of features 


they are _ they are afraid to open 
the 
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their mouths ; and the habit of diſguiſing 


this blemiſh from others, and themſelves, 


brings them at length to forget it intirely, 
or to pals it by. as a matter of no conſe- | 


quenes. 


In truth, Lagree with you, that beck 


one and the other of us would be conſi- 
derable loſers, ſhould we affect to ſhew 
ourſelves to each other, as we are really in 


nature. The world have agreed to act a 


farce together, and to exhibit ourſelves, ' 
would be to quit the actor, and ſubſtitute 
the genuine character, inſtead of the a. 


matis per ſonæ. Let us then revel in the en- 


chantment, without ſtriving to inveſtigate 


the ſpell that charms and bewitches us. To 
anatomize love, i is to annihilate i it. 
loſt it by her curioſity. I take this fa- 
ble to be a leſſon againſt analizing our 
pleaſures. : 


Let me ſtand corrected thus far; that 


il I faid i it was a miſtake in you, to be 
_—_ vain 


Phebe 
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vain upon our preference,” and that ye have 
not much to boaſt of from the motives 

which determine us in your favour, I have 

to add here, that we are ourſelves as much 

deceived, if we imagine thoſe ſublime- 
cConeeits you ſtuff your amorous vows with, 
are produced by the influence of our charms, 

or the impreſſion of our merit. 

How often do we find that.men who ac- 

. coſt women with the moſt reſpectable air, 
who diſplay ſuch delicate ſentiments, ſo 
flattering to their vanity, befbre them; in 
a word, who appear to breathe only 
through them, to live for them alone; and 


| 10 to form no other deſire but for their ho- 
| 1 nour and happineſs: how often, I fay, 
1 are ſuch men guided by motives the very 
1 reverſe of all theſe pompous notions. 
1 Read and ſtudy the hearts of theſe good - 
I | creatures, and you ſhall find in the breaſt of 


one, inſtead of that diſintereſted paſſion 
he is profeſling, but groſs deſire: in ano- 


ther, a __ about an alliance with your 
family, 


— 
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family, or an avarice . for your fortune: 
and a third may be determined by reaſons 
even ſtill more mortifying; to raiſe perhaps, 


the jealouſy of ſome other woman whom 


he loves better, ſeeming only attached to 
you, in order to render you a public! ſacrifice 
| to! your triumphant rival. 50123 | 


4 


* in wah. the SY is an infoluble 


riddle—a ſtrange compound of contradic- 


tions! We imagine, we know what paſſes 


there -e ſee the effect, quite ignorant of 
the cauſe. Let us favourably ſuppoſe that 
it even expreſſes its ſentiments with ſince- 
rity ; yet this very ſincerity is not to be de. 
pended upon. Its motions may ariſe from 


ſprings quite different from thoſe it may bc 


immediately conſcious” of: and in truth, 
neither man or woman really know what 


principle ĩt : is that man or * their 


. taſtes 'or- paſſions,” „ 


1 


2 


But upon the whole, they have made 


me 2 it: r- ar _ aig to 
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their own advantage ; ſupply the defi- 
ciency of genuine, by aſſumed merit, and 


qaaccuſtom themſelves, as I think I faid - 


before, to deify their vain imaginations. 
As all the world find their account in 
ſuch deception, nobody ſets about reform- : 
ing it, nor even of examining whether 1 It 
be an error, or no. CR 


Farewel—if you paſs this evening with 
me, you ſhall meet with company whoſe 
gaiety will make you amends for the 
ſcriouſneſs of this lecture. 


LETTER XVL 


AN it be poſſible, Marquis? Does 

the Counteſs really continue inflexi- 

ble ſtil!? The careleſs air with which ſhe 
receives your addreſſes, declares an indit- 
| ference that drives you to deſpair ! : 


Perhaps I may be able to ſift this enig- : 
ma for JG Know you well : you are 
gr, 
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| gay, lively, and capable of appearing to 


advantage before women you have no 


manner of attachment to: but where your 
affections happen to be in the leaſt en- 
gaged—I have remarked it you im- 


mediately grow timorous. Such behaviour 


may perchance, win the heart of a country 


girl: one muſt uſe another ſort of ad- | 


dreſs with women of faſbion. 


The Counteſs knows 4 nor 
my advice: reſign your ſublime theorems. 
and elevated ſentimemts to the Celadons 
of the age: leave them to ſpin out ſuch 


ſubtile ſyſtems. I can aſſure you, on 


the part of women, that there are few 


among us that would not chuſe to be ra- 


ther briſkly, than too gently dealt with. 


Men loſe more. women by their Nr 


than virtue faves. 1 8 — 


20 The more awe a lover betrays, the 
more he intereſts our pride to inſpire him 


with it: the more apprehenſion he ſeems 
to have about our reſiſtance, the more re. 
„„ ſpect 


n — 
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ſpect we +; Fa, him. If we were 
to ſpeak our minds, we ſhould cry out, 


« For pity ſake, do not ſuppoſe us ſo 


r inexorable! You lay us under the 
* neceſlity of appearing ſo. Do not ſet 
* our conqueſt at, fo high a rate: for- 
« bear to conſider our defeat as an inſu- 
e perable difficulty: accuſtom us by de- 
* grees to ſee you doubt our indifference: 
46 very often the ſureſt means to be be- 
6c W e is to appear ed that one 
is already ſo.” 


An. unreſerved, careleſs inner of be- 
[ub 7a ſets our mind at caſe. "When 
we perceive a lover, though appearing | 
fatisfied of our regard, ſtill continues 10 
treat us with the reſpect our vanity .re- 
quires, we are apt to draw a haſty con- 


3 T cluſion that he will behave in the ſame 


manner after We have given him more 
certain proofs vf our affection. 


— 


| What 


Tus MARQUIS DE SEVIGNE. 251 


92 0 l 133 

What confidence does not this. inſpire 
us with? What progreſs may he not flatter 
_ himſelf ro make? But, ſhould he afford 
us the leaſt hint to keep upon our guard, 
it is not then our hearts we have to defend, 
it is not out virtue you have then to 
combat. Tis our pride and this, believe 
me, is the greateſt enemy you have to 
conquer, in women. 1 


— 


In ſhort, we endeavour to kids it even 
from ourſelves, that we have permitted 
you to addreſs us, Leave it in a wo- 
man's power to equivocate with herſelf, 
ſuffer her to pretend that ſhe has yielded 
to a ſort of violence or ſurprize, let her 
perceive your eſteem. to keep equal pace 
with your love, and I will anſwer to you 

for her heart. 7 : 


| Treat the Counteſs according to her 
own Character. | She is full of 'gaiety and 
: mirth, and one muſt in ſome Tort, play the 


7 fool to win her. Let her not even per- 


y ceive that ſe ng: 155 2 70 other 
nn ag M 5 7/7015 1375; men 5 
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by ſporting with your _ 


men; be always chearful as ſhe is lively, 
| and you will fix your empire in her heart, 
before you warn her of your deſign. 
| will love you for ſome time, without per- 


She 


ceiving it herſelf, and will at once be 
furprized to find how far her paſſion has 
advanced, without her being ſenſible even 


of its firſt movement. 


E Adieu. 


* 


LETTER XVII. 


# 


FOU will probably, think me more 
inhuman even than the Counteſs. 


che is the author indeed, of all your 


miſery; but I carry my cruelty farther, 
Oh, how 


I ſympathize in your griefs No perſon 


can be more intereſted in them, and your 


ſituation appears moſt lamentable to me! 
For how can one make an explicit decla- 


ration of love to a woman who ſcems to 
take a malicious Pleaſure 1 in evading every 


5 


4 _ 12 2 —ĩᷣ 
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opportunity of the kind? Sometimes ſhe 
appears moved with compaſſion: and at 


others, quite inattentive to every thing 
you do to pleaſe her. She liſtens really; | 


and replies with chearfulneſs to the com- 
pliments and gay addreſs of a certain 
Chevalier, who is but a Petit. maitre in 
galantry; while to you ſhe anſwers ſeri- 


ouſly, or with an abſent air. If you 


ſpeak to her in a tender and affecting 


ſtile, ſhe paſſes you off after ſome flight 
manner, or immediately changes the dis- ä 
courſe. All which inquiets, intimidates, 


and drives you to deſpair. + 


The poor Marquis! But I 40 moſt 


aſſuredly promiſe you, that all this beto- 
kens a true and real paſſion. The abſent 
manner ſhe affects before you, and the 
heedleſs air with which ſhe diſtinguiſhes 
her ſentiments, ought to convince you, 


that in effect, ſhe is very far from being 


| ind ifferent. 


But 
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But your want of courage, the con- 
-ſequences ſhe : a hends from ſuch a paſ- 
ſion as yours, the ſympathy | ſhe already 
feels, with your. ſituation, all theſe alarm 
her: and 'tis you in reality, that fetter 
and conſtrain her behaviour. A little 
more reſolution on your part, would ſoon 


ſet ye both at ehe Remember what 
Monſieur de la ochefauciult ſaid to you 
lately; A man of ſenſe may be | in love, 
6s like a madman, but ought never, nor 
cc can be ſo like a fool.” 5 
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In fine; when 70 draw a compariſon 
between your reſpect, your eſteem, and 
the free, nay, rather too familiar manners 
of the. Chevalier—when. you frame a con- 

cluſion that y you ought. to have the pre 
ference upon t this account; you are not 
aware, with how little juſtneſs you reaſön, 
£ in this particular.” The Chevalier is merely 
14 alant —All . he ſays is of no manner of 
O conſequence, and” paſſes but as "words of 
courſe. Vanity alone, and a habit of pay- 
ing 


IDy 5 © 


Tus MARQUIS or SEVIGNE. 255 


ing compliments to every woman ge 

meets, make up the whole of his cha- i 
rater. Love goes for nothing, or but a | 
very trifle in all his attachments. Like 

the butterfly, he reſts upon each flower 

bur for an inſtant. A fight amuſement 
is all his object. So light a character is | 
not capable of alarming a woman. The 
Counteſs perceives:with pleaſure, how little | 

danger-there-can be in receiving the ad- 

dreſſes of ſuch a galant as this: ſhe knows 
perfectly well, how to rate the regards of 

the Chevalier: and to ſay all in a word, 

ſhe conſiders him as a perſon whoſe heart | 
zs intirely exhauſted. There is no woman, | 
let her metaphyſical notions be ever ſo 
pure, but knows very well how to make 
a difference between a lover of this ſort, 


and ſuch a One as you are. 
y ad. you will appear more fe Or- | 
f midable, and: will be really more to be ; 
f "feared, from the manner in which yOu | | 
an conduct yourſel, "You boaſt your reſpect | 


8 — 2 „ | 
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and eſteem But J anſwer, you have nei 
ther one or the other; and-the Counteſs is 
very ſenſible of this herſelf.» Nothing 
has a purpoſe leſs reſpectful than ſuch a 
paſſion as yours. Very different from the 
Chevalier, you exact acknowledgements» | 
preferences, returns, nay facrifices—all 
which the Counteſs preceives at one view. 
Or at leaſt, if under the cloud that enve- 
lopes you at preſent, ſhe cannot diſtin- 
guiſh theſe pretenſions ſo clearly, nature 
has given her certain præſentiments of 
vhat it may coſt her, ſhould ſhe indulge 
you in the leaſt opportunity of inſtructing 
her in a paſſion, which Ps the * 
takes with you already. | 


Women ſeldom examine cloſely, | the 
reaſons which determine them either to 


b Men ſometimes miſtake timidity for reſpedt, and | 
paſſion for eſtcem. A little experience undeceives 
- them, and the error is not of much conſequence. 
But *tis too probable that many women have been 


| vndane, by not being aware of this diſtinQion. | 
; 5 „ reſiſt 
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reſiſt or yield. They do not trouble 
themſelves with inveſtigating or defining 
them. Bur they have a ſort of ſenſibility 
about the matter, and their ſentiment is 


juſt. It ſerves them in the place of 


knowledge and reflection. It is a kind of 
inſtinct, which directs them often upon 


difficult occaſions, and conducts them 


perhaps, as ſafely as the moſt inlightened 


reaſon could do. 


our charming Adelaide. i then 
play the incꝛgnito upon you, as long as ſnhe 


„„ . TCC 1 
„When philoſophers find their inveſtigation at a 
ſtand, they ſcreen their ignorance by attributing the 


unaccountable effect to ſome oceult quality. Here 
Ninon ſtiles the principle that guides us, /en/bility, 
inſtinct, a je ne ſgai quoi, ſeeming ata loſs to define 
it, IT am afraid the unhappy woman lived and died 


in this ignorance. This ſenſibility, this z»/ind then, 


is modeſty ; which like a guardian angel, directs and 


governs us, without the help of reaſon or moral, 
and ſafer too—Thoſe require refletion—this pre- 


vents even thought. 


4 This alludes t to a character i in an Halies awe! : 


could. 
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could. This Goel is very conformable 


to her real intereſts ; and yet, I am per- 


ſuaded that it is not the reſult of any re- 
flection; nor does ſhe perceive, on the other 


hand, that a paſſion outwardly reſtrained, 
makes but the ſtronger impreſſion and 


greater progreſs within. | Supply it then 
with fuel, and give that fire, ſhe endea- 


vours to ſmother, time to inflame the heart 


in which ſhe ſtrives to conceal it. 


Upon the whole, Marquis, you muſt 
be of opinion with me that you have 


been miſtaken in two material points 
relative to this buſineſs. Lou ima zingd 


fl12 


at you had more reſpe& for the Gon- 
teſs, than the Chevalier had. But 5 you 
will hind. that his A haye no material 


4 


a The French a are, Laiſſez lui * jetter | 


de profondes raines, & donnez à ce Au, &c.- Here is 


a confuſion of metaphor, This paſſion is firſt, com- 
pared to a tree; and then, to fire. I have taken the 
liberty of preſerving an uniformity of ſimile, by 


| ſticking to the latter momma : N the 


fentence. 


L deſign, 
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deſign, while yours aim dire&ly at her 
heart. Again, you apprehended that the 
abſent, indifferent and inattentive air 
with which ſhe received your devoirs, 
were proofs or preſages of your misfor- 
tune. Undeceive yourſelf, for there can 
not bea more certain Ggn of a paſſion, | 
than: the efforts one makes to diſguiſe, it. 
In a word, whenever the Counteſs begins 
to treat you with the leaſt indulgence, while 
you continue to give tokens of your ate 
tachment ta her hen ſhe. perceives you, 
VPithout reſentment, ready to make an 
explicit declaration of your fond ſenti- 
ments towards her—I promiſe you her 
heart then is yours, and you may rejoice. 
in a reciprocal — 5 


b Sean few words more. I had forgot 
to take notice of one particular in your 
letter, which related to myſelf. Yes 
Marquis, I have conſtantly purſued the 
method 1 had at firſt preſcribed to myſelf, 


in che beginning of this correſpondence. 
my: 
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There are few ſubjects i in my letters, that 
I have not made topics of converſation iti 


| mylittle ſociety. I very ſeldom propoſe any 


opinions of conſequence to you, *till after 
I have collected ſuffrages upon the juſtneſs 
of them. Sometimes I conſult la Bruyere, 
ſometimes, St. Evremond : at other times, 
the Abbe Chateauneuf, &c. You ought to 


| admire my ingenuouſneſs Few people are 


ready to acknowledge the helps they bor- _ 
row in writing—but I confeſs freely, that 
you are chicfly ind<-bted to the _—_—_— If 

generally converſe wich. „ 


A propos —ſince we are ſpeaking 47 : 


men of diſtinguiſhed merit, Monſieur de. 


la Rochefaucault has juſt ſent a deſire, I | 
would name a day to go ſee him, I have 
fixed on to-morrow, and I expect you will 
meer me there. You know well the af- 


fection he has for you. | 
Adieu. 
1 LETTER 
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HAVE made ſome new reflections, 
Marquis, upon the ſituation you are in, 
and the embarraſſment you ſeem to labour 
under at preſent. But after all, prithee 
what neceſſity for making a declaration of 
love inform? 1s it, becauſe you have read in 
romances that they proceeded as methodi- 
cally in galantry, as in a court of juſtice ? 
This is too formal a proceſs, believe me. 
Suffer, as I faid before, the flame to light 
up itſelf, and acquire new force; and you 
will find, without having in terms ex- 


preſſed your paſsion, you will be advanced 


farther than if you had made one of thoſe 


. expreſs declarations at which our grand. 
dames ſay, women - ſhould be ſo much 


alarmed. 


A confeſsion, abſolutely unneceſſary in 


efelf; and which generally caſts a cloud 


over an amour for ſome time—it ſuſpends } 


its 
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its progreſs —Take my word for it, 
Marquis, a woman perſuades herſelf ſhe is 
beloved, much better by what ſhe herſelf 


"obſerves, than by any _ the Sever} can 
5 ſay to her. 


. 
A 4 
% 


Behave yourſelf as if you had ey 
made the declaration you are in ſo much 
b about: attend to the Chevalier, imi- 
tate his careleſs manner. Her behaviour 
toward him methinks, ſeems to preſcribe a 
rule of conduct to you. With your oyer- 
ſtrained reſpect, and circumſpect air, you 


* appear a perſon who has ſome deep deſign 5 

in contemplation: one who is going to at- 
tempt ſome deſperate ſtroke. 
deportment muſt neceſſarily alarm a wo- 
my man who knows the conſequences of ſuch a 


; paſſion as yours. | 


'Your whole | 


Be aſſured, that while 
you ſuffer her to perceive your prepara- 
tions for an attack, you * find her 
un arms. 


Have you ever Known an: experienced | 
CS WA he had formed the deſign of 
ſurpri- 
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ſurprizing a town, make known to the'e- 
nemy by | his motions, u Peace which ſide he 
, meant t the. alfault! ? In love, as in war, is 
the conqueror ever called to account whe- 
ther he owes his ſucceſs t to force or addreſs? 
He has yanquiſhed—he receives the laurel 
This HOPES are accompliſt 1ed—he 1 is happy. 
"Follow his example, and you may obtain 


C4 3 


"wh ſame fortune. Conceal your march, 


diſguiſe your deſigns, till oppolition * 


vain; *till battle is joined, and victory 
ſecured, before you have denounced war. 


is « word, imitate thoſe heroes: whoſe 


enterbrizes are only known by the happy 


| event that attends them. 


LETTER: XIX. 


T length, Marquis, ſhe - has heard 
you, without reſentment, declare 


: your paſſion to her, and vow by all that 
lovers hold moſt facred, that you will 
: worſhip her eternally. Win you ' believe 


"oF prophecy another time? However, 
| - the 
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ſhe would treat you ich leſs reſerve, ſhe 
pretends, if you would be a reaſonable 
perſon, and limit your ſentiments within 
the bounds of ſimple friendſhip ; the very 
- name of lover, ſhocks the Counteſs. Pri- 
thee do not differ with her about titles, 
provided 1 in the. main, that the matter is 
the ſame: and follow the advice that 
Monfieur de la Sabliere gives you in the 


14 


| following ſtanza: ne 5 


LY « 


Belinda will not yield to "ASE : 

But wiſhes for a friend ſincere, . 
Whoſe tender conduct ſtill ſhould prove 
His fond regard and anxious care: 
And alſo ſhould eſteem her fair. 


Lovers. with caution urge your claim, 
| She only hates of Love 2 be Name. 


But ſhe diſtracts you with injurious ſuſ- 
picions about your ſincerity and con- 
ſtancy: ſhe refuſes to believe you, be- 
cauſe moſt men are falſe and perjured: 


ſhe refrains from loving you, becauſe they 
are 


f 


* 
e 


ve 
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are generally inconſtant. How happy are 


you, and how little does the Counteſs 
know her own heart, if ſhe thinks that 
this -is the way to ſhew you her indiffe- 
rence ! - Shall I give you the import of 
her converſation with you? She is touched 
with the paſſion: you expreſs toward her; 
but the complaints and misfortunes of her 
friends have made her apprehend that the 
proteſtations of lovers are HR falſe. 


1 think, however, that there is "fone - 
injuſtice in this cenſure ; ; for I, who am 
not apt to flatter ye, am really perſuaded 
that they are almoſt all ſincere, upon theſe 


occaſions. They become enamoured of a 
miſtreſs, that is, they feel a ſtrong deſire 
to poſſeſs her charms. The fond idea 
which their imaginations form of. this en- 
joyment, deceives them into a warm opi- 


nion, that the pleaſures they have attached 


to it, will only end with life. They ne- 
ver once dream that the fire which inflames 
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their hearts, ſhall ſooner or later abate 1% 
fervour; ng ee, and become f 


extinct. 
1 F lh fo certain an. "Ibbnt,: ap- , 
pears to them, at that time, beyond all Ml © 
poſlibility: : therefore, they really ſwear ſ 
eternal conſtancy to us, with all the inge- g 
nuouſneſs imaginable; and to ſuſpect 4 
them, would be a mortal injury to their t 
veracity. But the poor ignorants promiſe c 
more than they are capable of performing t 
—not being aware that their hearts are 1 
formed · of a ſubſtance ſolid enough to re- * 
tain always the ſame PERO. : 2 ſt 
P. 


» | © 2 They' een d e, without knowing 
hy- they even: feel a kind of ſeruple, 
when they firſt begin to oo they· go on ye 
proteſting yet, after © their - paſſion is ex- fe 
tinct—khey ſtill⸗ hold be courſe, till after 
_ having jaded themſelves in vain, they fub- | 
mit to — and become 
| ; inconſtant 
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inconſtant with the ſame ſincerity, as when 


they made etern al vows to the. contrary. 


Nothing i is more natural than all this. 


The emotion that a growing paſſion had 
excited in their breaſts, conjured up the 
ſpell that deceived them. The charm-i is 
diſſolved the paſſion has ſubſided.” What | 
crime can be imputed. to the lover upon 
this account? He actually imagined he 
could for ever preſerve his conſtancy, at the 
time of his proteſtation, And, perhaps, 
women may as frequently rejoice at this 
infidelity, becauſe it eaſes them of a re- 
ſtraint over the fickleneſs of their own dit. 


poſitions. 


But to r. Counteſs charges 
you with the inconſtancy of your ſex; ſhe 


ſears 1 may become faithleſs, like the 


d Whatever woman. can ever ideas to be decei- 


ved, after the foo true philoſophy ſet forth in this | 


iter £ | 
* 1 


Na. . 4 


* 
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; generality of lovers : ready to yield upon 
plauſible aſſurances, ſhe even ſolicits | you 
for arguments to-ſtrengthen her opinion 
of gour ſincerity. The paſſion, then, you 
profeſs toward her, does not in the leaſt 
offend her. Offend her! it tranſports her. 


It flatters her ſo charmingly, that her ſole 


_unealineſs is, leſt it ſhould not be ſincere. 
| Diſsipate her fears; make her believe the 
happineſs you proffer, and which the al. 
ready knows how to prize, is not ideal, but 


a real bliſs. Proceed farther, and try to 
ede her that! it will not end 'till life 


itſelf ſhall ceaſe,” Her reſiſtance grows 
faint, her doubts reſolved, and with what 
willing aſſent does ſhe yield to the ſlighteſt 


arguments tcnding 10 remove her Taiph | 


4 ] i p x 2 _ 


cions and diſquiets ! 


4 1 $7 "ye S þ- * 4 * : 7 * B$ y © » 
, « - 41 * 


Women are much miltaken, if by tir 


doubts with regard to the ſincerity and con- 


ſtancy of men, they mean to declare their 


indifference or avoidance of the pleaſures 


of love. When th: * expreſs their fears 
1ſt 


„ ow T3 
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left the happineſs. itſelf may fall ſhort of 


expectation, or that your inconſtancy may 


render it ſo, do they not already betray a. 
fond preſentiment, and may not all their 
alarms be reduced to one only, that: be- 


ing too ſoon deprived of their imagined 


Ehlium? Heſitating between this fear, 


and a ſtrong paſsion for pleaſure, they 
become apprehenſive, even from the im- 
perfect view they have then of it, that 


they may perhaps be too as: affęcted 


at its loſs. | 


In fine, lis, you may roppoſe : 
that every woman, who ſpeaks to you in 


the ſtile of the Counteſs, addreſſes you 


after this manner: 1 have a very high 


« notion of the ende of love: the iden 


&« | have framed of them, is the moſt be- 
„ witching thing in the world: you may 
«< reſt aſſured then, that I am as little in- 
different to the enjoym-nt of them, 
80 as vou _ can be. But— the 


N 3 1 more 
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© more my mind is tranſported with 
« this idea, the greater my dread is, leſt 
< it ſhould all prove a fond chimera; and I 
ie only decline this happineſs, from ah ap- 
6 prehenſion of ſeeing it terminate too 
4 ſoon. Could I have any tolerable fecu- 
« rity that it would be permanent, how. 
* feeble would my refiſtance be! But 
vill you not abuſe my credulity ? May 
ce not be one day puniſhed for my too 
* great confidence in you? Alas, how. 
* ſoon may that day arrive! OI if [ 
* could hope to enjoy, even for any rea- 
cc ſonable time, the ſocial pleaſures of a 
mutual paſsion, all farther diſpute upon 
de this ſubject, ſhould 10 * At. 


ce an end.” 


LETTER 
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. ETTER XX, 


ö T \HE rival they have given you, ap- 
pears to me vaſtly formidable, 
Finn his being juſt ſuch a perſon as T 


| adviſed you to be. I know the Chevalier. 


There is no one more capable of that ad- 
dreſs which draws in. the unexperienced. 
Tl hold a wager that his heart has not yet 
received the leaſt ſcar. He attacks the 
Counteſs in cold blood. You are a loſt 
man. A lover, as much enamoured as 
you appear to, be, commits a thouſand 
ovexſights: the beſt concerted ſchemes- 
miſcarry. in his hands: : every moment he 
gives advantage againſt himſelf: ſuch i is 
his misfortune, that precipitation and ti- 
midity ruin him by turns: he loſes a 
thouſand of thoſe little opportunities which 
always gain ſome ground. 


y * 


On the contrary—A r man who. makes 
love for amuſcment only, Fenn himſelf 


" 


— ——— — — 
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of the lighteſt occaſions : nothing — 
him: he obſerves the progreſs he makes: 


he watches all unguarded moments, and 


turns them to his own account: every 


thing conſpires to aid his wiſhes : his very 
indiſcretions are often the effect of delibe- 
ration, and advance his ſucceſs : *till at 


length, he acquires ſuch a ſuperiority, 
that he may almoſt name the ay of his 


triumph. 700 . 


Beware, Marquis, of preſsing on too 


faſt: do not betray paſsion enough to make 
the Counteſs depend too much on the ex- 


ceſs of your fondneſs: let her feel ſome n 


inquietude in her turn: oblige her to 


take ſome pains on her part, to ſecure her 


conqueſt, from the alarm you ſhould pur 
poſely give her of loſing it. Women ne- 


ver treat ye ſo cavalierly, as when they 
think ye too far engaged to quit them. 
Their virtue, leſs than their pride, renders 


them intractable. Like merchants, before 
whom you ſhew £00 great a liking to their 


| £o0ds, 
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ponds,” they riſe upon you with as litt 
conſcience. 


” Moderate then your imprudent earneſt- 
neſs.—Shew leſs of love, and you will ex- 
cite the more. We never ſet ſo high a va- 
lue upon any good, as in the moment we 
fear to loſe it, A little policy in love is 
abſolutely neceſſary to the happineſs of 
both. I might proceed farther, and ad- 
viſe you even to employ a little artifice. 
Upon all other occaſions, *tis certainly 
better, rather to be the dupe, than the 
knave. But in galantry, fools only are 
the dupes, and the knaves have always the 

laughers on their fide. : | 


I was going to take my leave, but can- 
not find in my heart to quit you, without 
affording you one word of conſolation. 1- 
would not diſcourage you.—However for- 
midable the Chevalier appears to be, you 
ought rot to deſpair, 1 ſuſpect that the 
| IS fineſing 


— 
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fineſsing Counteſs has brought him into 
play, meerly to raiſe your jealouſy. I do 
not mean to compliment you, but have 
the pleafure to aſſure you, that you have 
infinitely more merit than he. Yow are 
young, juſt entering into life, and have 
not yet loved. The Chevalier has lived. 
Where is the woman inſenſible to this 


difference . 4 
Adieu- 
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